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PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER: 


He Author of theſe enſuing Epiſtles, after 
he arrived at a true underſtanding of br. 
did not value himſelf # ou — = 
{plendor and magnificence, wherem he Y fon 

merly appeared upon the Stage of this World» 


For thongh be were-born of a worthy Family ; had _ 
great «nd noble Relarions, enjoyed the acceſſion 

comely Perlonage and Preſence ; lived mn hugh Eſtignas 
tion, Aram and Credit, in the ſtate and conditions of 
a Merchant inthe City of London for many ears ; yet all 
theſe things he paſſeth by, m the CharaGter which be bereefer 
a" of himſelf, 


A 2 | For, 


- 
For, after he was once truly enlightned, none of them did 
clate,or life up bis Mind ; nay,he was willing to lacrifice them 
allto a better prope, even a Piſgah-view of the Heavenly 
Canaan : Hence it was that he chole rather to ſuffer AMi&ti- 
on with a deſpiſed People, than to enjoy the Plealures 
of Sin for a ſeaſon. Fence alſo it came to paſs, that as 
th Work of Converſion is cated a New Birth, (as if the 
triſe Date of our Lives did Commence therefrom) ſo our 
Author over-looked the former part of bis Life, (as I 
hinted but now) in the account be gives of himſelf , neither 
did it any otherwiſe affe& him, than with regret and ſor- 
row, for having lived ſa unfruittully ſo long a time. To 
eat, drink, andbe cloathed, and ſa to walk up and down 
on the face of the Earth, (as the manner of moſt Fen is) is 
but a low, mean, and unprofitable Life : For then we begin to live 
profitably, mben we come to underſtand the uſe of Life, 
and when we devote it to the proſecution of thoſe ends for 
which it was given us, which are, The Glory of God, the 
Good of our- Neighbour, andthe Salvation of our own,and 
ethers.Souls. _ 

\ It pleaſed Gods to carry:the Author above the Tempra- 
tions of this World, by breaking in upon his Soul in a Di- 
vine and Heavenly Work, wherewith be was exerciſed- for 
fome lears. ._ 

Having thus changed his Station, and giyen up his Name 
to Chriſt, be was firſt engaged in a. particMlar Form, amongit 
the People called Quakers. 
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The-manner how he came to be engaged in that Adrniniftra- 
tion, . his carriage therein, and. receſſion therefrom, cannot 
be better expreſſed, than in his oun words, in” a Letter of his 
ſent from Barbadoes (where- be for above twenty Years: res 


fided) dated Novemb. 30. 1678. 


© In. the Year 1654, ( ſays be ) I becamea Quaker, in 
© which Diſpenſation of John, I was truly baptized into 
© Repentance and amendment of- Life, which blotted 
© out all my former Sins, and for two. Years time, was 
© in the ſtrength of this Baptiſm carried with delight 
© both to do and to ſuffer, even above and beyond my 
© Equals: All which time I lived after the Mode of that 
© Sect, a ſevere ſtrit Life, a Phariſee of Phariſees, till in 
© the Year 1656, when my dear Brother . N. ſuffered 
«© for;confefling to Chriſt in the- Saints ; my love to that 
© Teſtimony, made me willing to ſtand by him in his 
©Sufferings, and to bear his Crols ; for which Teſtimo- 
© ny, the World, the Powers of Darknelsthen ruling, 
© my Kindred, and my Brethren the Quakers, hated me, 
© and ſold me into Egypt, by their. many falle Reports : 
<Yet there the Lord my God appeared to me ; and 
© finding me in my Innocency, wherewith he had cloa- 
© thed me, hathever ſince become my exceeding preat' 
©Reward. 


He being thus in great part diſingaged from that particu- 
lar Form of Profelfion , having a =: inſight to hogs, 
| and - 


C0 
and jidging that the whole Body of Truth was not cir- 
cumſcribed within the Bounds af one. particular. Perſua- 
' ſion, but lay ſcatrered: awd:dilperlied among the Ourcafts 
of Iſrael, (i.e.) The ſeveral Parties and-Opinions, which did 
all (though ſome more miſtakingly, and with eſs refinedneſs 
than others) layclaim to Religion, and to hopes of Eternal 
-Happinels therem, and bereby attaining a more univerſal 
Spirit, he fornd freedom in his mind to dive into the ſeveral 
Forms of Profeſſors now appearing in this, or other 
Lands, with a deſign to cull out the Gold, (i.e.) that which 
was goed in all, and to rejeft the Drols, | 

A Work, as requiring a diſcerning Judgment into things 
that differ, ſo apt to expoſe the Undertaker to the diſlike of 
.molt Parties ; tew, eſpecially in things of the Mind, being 
willing to have Errors, Milapprehenſtons, or Miſtakes, 
imputed to them. | þ 


He that endeavours.to interpoſe himſelf an Arbiter, 6 
Reconciler, between Diſagreeing Parties, eſpecially in the 
Heat of their Contentions, may receive blows from both, bat 
thanks fromneither, at leaſt, till the Fir be over, and the 
Mind retiring to a ſedate Recollection, becomes mare (en- 
dible of, and thankful for ſuch friendly Interpoſares. 


Our Friend then being engaged in His Thoughts in this 
Work, and knowing it to be a CharaGer of pure and unde- 
filed Religion, co vifit the: Fatherlels and. Wi.fows in; 
their 


Wt | 
their diſtreſs ; finding alſo, that a particular Spiric was very 
predominant Proteſlors ; the Apoſtle complaining 
of it, in his time, That all ſought their own, and that few 
did naturally care for. the Eſtate one of another ; inſo- 
much that Jarnes makes Beneficence, and doing good to 
others, the Symptom of "True Faith. 

Hence it was, that in his firſt Addrels be was willing to 
viſit the Poor of every Congregation, rather than the 
Rich ; and That he did, by his early Liberality, tranſmitting 
Thixty pounds apiece ta the Neceſiitous and Indigent of 
every Party ; which, jt ſeems was received by them all, as a 
Teſtimony of his. general Love, as by their Acquiztances 
hereafter mentioned may appear. | 

The manner of tranſmitting the ſaid Sums, and the diſtri- 
buting of them, 4s aforeſaid, hath bin formerly publithed 
in print, in a Letter of R. R. to J. R. bis Friend, an Ab- 

raft whereof ts here alſo preſented ; and im each of the ſub- 
ſequent Epiſtles, it is alſo further hinted, therefore I need 
ſay no more of it in this place. 


Flaving made that fair Introdudtion, his next Work was, 
according to his Promiſe, to give each Party his words of 
Advice and Counſel, which are contained in the enſuing 
Epiſtles. 

The Differences between each Party are deſcribed in the 
| Epiſtles themſelves, and therefore my labour here,in endeavour- 
| ang to make out their diſagreement, may be: ſuperſeded. 


One 


| "Mc ---0 

"One thing more the Publiſhers hereof "think fir 19 teclare, 
That they account not themſelves reſponſible for every | parti- 
cular Paſlage or Notion of the Author's ( eſpecially: as it 
may ' be "diſtorted, either by weak or maleyolent Spirits ©)" but 
judg that they have ſufficiently diſcharged their Duty, by com- 
municating his own Thoughts ( according to bis deſire) to the 
World. 

J]. W. 


Our Saviour faith, Tn his Father's Houſe there are many 
Manſions ; and in the Chriſtian State there be three Degrees, 
Iacipientis, Preficientis, and Perfe&ti ;" each State may 
fmd what is ſutable to them tothat joy. | Capiat qui Capere 


poteſt, 


Per R. B. Ph. © 
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An Abſtraft of a Letter and.Direftions of Robert Rich; 
Mr. John Raynes; for thr diſtributing of bis Benevdlence 
to the Seven Churches't London. ©. BY * 

Mr. Fobn Raynes, py 

Heſe may inform, you, That.in the -month-of 
December 1666, by the way of Ireland, we re» 
ceived the {ad and deplorable Intelligence of 
London's Deſtrution by Fire, wherewith the 
Beauty and Glory of that City is (like Sodom ) 

| turned into Aſhes; which when I had under- 
ſtood, and throughly-poendred, I did impart my thoughts to your 

Brother Mr. Fr. Rayes,to this effeCt,viz. That this Calamity would 

be ſo univerſal and extenſive, that multitudes muſt of neceſlity be 

caſt upon greatextremities of Want and Miſery,and that now was 

a fit opportunity for all to hold out a hand of Charity towards 

their diftreſled Brethren: To which purpoſe I had You upon my 

Heart,to write unto you when our Fleet went, (which hath bin 

detained until now) to diſpoſe of the 210 4, in your hand. Now 

Sir, as touching your proceedings 4n this Bufineſs of my Requeſt, 

that theſe Sever Churches, with all others, might more Fully diſcern 

the mind of my Lord in this figure of Love and Amity to them, 

I think it meet to let you know, that I have ſomething already 

written to each of thoſe Sever Congregations, (which 1n the fu]- 

neſs of time may be -preſented to their view) Holding forth the 

19 Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt in us; the Savujng 

Health, and univerſal free Grace of God. (ready to be revealed) to 

all Nations, Sets and People : Together with a 7, drihi or Tefti- 


monial of that dear Love and Unity which my Soul hath to all that 

fear God and work Righteouſneſs 5 and not only to ſuch, but likewiſe 

to the Rebellious, Diſobedient, and worſt of Sinners, Alſo ſomething 

I have to offer concerning the New Creation (God's Workmanſlip in * 
a * [triſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus) that which mine Eyes have ſeen, and Hands have hand- 

led of the Word of Life, of things that now are, and muit ſhortly 

edave #6 paſs, when the Son in Man, the New. Birth, ſhall,more abun- 

waolly be revealed, which as yet 3s @: great Myitery to many, and hath 

bin long hid from Ages and Generations of formal Profeſſors of God- 

lineſs, that have wanted the Power of Love,or Chriſt Jeſus that. Spirit, 

working all their Works in them and for them, but.is now making 

Himſelf manifeſt in all that are born again of his Spirit, and baptized 

with that Water of ws which regenerateth and keepeth clean the heart, 

That Chaſt Virgin that only bringeth forth the Man-Child,  and' 
Second Azam, who is Heir of all. Things,. and: the Saviour of 
All that believe and follow Him 5 Who enlightens every one. (with. 
the knowledg of Good) that cometh into the World. This is Hethat 

was, and now is,and is.yet to come to all facceeding Generations, 
of whom all the Prophets from Moſes until Fohz: bare Record; Al- 

lelzjab. Whoſe Day Abraham ſaw and rejoiced, as do all that have 
Chriſt the Union in them, who only and alone openeth Myſte-- 
ries,and doth teach to ſing-the Song of. Moſes and the Lamb ;: Al- 

lelujah. Whoſe Star- of old led, as his Spirit doth now lead.all the. 
milk in Heart, both to find, and alſo to worſhip him acceptably, . 
according to his Law, Mind,and Will, written therein 3 even Him. 
thatis the Rock of Ages, whoſe Body and Blood 'our Fathers did: 
(in the Wilderneſs, as at Ferſalem,) taſte of z and which we their 
Children, that are Heirs of the ſame promiſed Spirit, do now eat, 

and drink, the Bread from Heaven, which is not carnal, but nou- 

riſheth the Soul into a Life and Kingdom that fadeth not away, . 
but endureth for ever. Allelsjah. 

And'now, having (in part) acquainted you with'the reaſon 
of my.intended Proceedings, my next care is (what T can)to leſs 
fen your trouble; to which end 1 think it- the beſt way to pro-- 

und three of each ſort of People, chief amongſt them, as Over-- 
ecrsof: the reſt; Men of good Report, into whoſe hands the 30 /. 
may-be-delivered *( as a,ftgn of - my Love) and by them be-diſtri-- 
buted amongſt thoſe of their-way, who are .1n Need, Sickneſs, or. 
apy: other kind of Adverſity. . | Y 

7 
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A Note or Liſt of Direftion, to Mr. John Raynes, after 
what manner to diſpoſe of the 210 1. in bis hands. 


I Hirty pounds to the Profeſſors of the Rowmar Catholick Re- 
ligion. Enquire, I pray, (on the Exchange ) for Mr. Da- 
wiel Arthur, or Mr. Thomas Wiſe, Merchants z they can infarm 
you who are the chief Confeſſors and Teachers in Queen Katha: 
rines, or 1n the Queen Mother's Chappel, and give the Mony to 
three of the chief of them,(as a ſign of my dear Love) intreating 
them to beſtow the ſaid Mony on thoſe that are in Need, Sickneſs, 
or any other kind of Adverfity amongſt them. | 
IT. Thirty pounds to the Epiſcopal Proteftants, Give to Dr. Tho- 
mas Pierce, Dr.Pearſon, Dr.Peter Gunning, Dr. Robert Pory,Dr.Brit- 
ten, Dr. Dukeſon of St. Clements Danes, to any three of them, 
or any other three you judg more convemient;as a (ign of my dear 
love, entreating them, &*c. | 3 
HI. Thirty pounds to the Presbyterian Profeſſors, Give'to Do- 
Gor Spurſtow, Dr. Manton, Mr. Richard Baxter, Mr. Thowas Caſe, 
Mr. Sanmel Clark, or any three of them, or to any three of that 
way you judg more convenient, as a ſign of my dear love, cc. 
IV. Thirty pounds to the Profeſſors of Indeperndency, Give to 
Dr. Ower, Dr. Dell, Mr. John Goodwin, Dr. Thomas Goodwin, 
Mr. Thomas Brooks, Mr. Feak, to any three of them, or to any 
other three of that way you judg more convenient, as a ſign, ec. 
V. Thirty pounds to the People called .Azabaptiſts, Give to 
Mr. Thoweas Lamb, Mr.\Jokn Rogers, Mr. John Cooper, Mr. Kiffes, 
Mr. Vavaſor Powel, to any three of them, or to any three of that 
way you judgmore convenient, as a ſign, &. Yo 
VL Thirty poundsto the People called 2uakers, Give to Amas 
Stoddard, Simon Dring, John Bolton, Sammel Newton, Gerard 
Raberts, Henry Clark., to any three of them, or to any/other three 
of that way you judy; more convenient, as a ſign, &*c. / 
VII. Thirty pounds to the Church of the Firſt * Born,who wor 
ſhipGad in Spirit,and have their Converſations 1n Heaven, Give to 
a 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Robert * Bacon, Mr. VVilliam Rawlinſon, and to Mr. Bluckborow. 
My.requeſt to them is, That they would-receive this 30 /, of you, 
and therewith provide Dinner;or- Supper, which I chiefly do 
for the railing of my dear Friend Lazarws, viz. The Love of God, 
which hath bin'long pining away through a tedious famine of 
Contention and Strife even unto Death 3 and invite to this En- 
rertainment of Foſepb's Love, and as hisPaſſover from the Death 
of Enmity, 'to the life of | Love unfained, fuch as they ſhall ap 
prehend to be born again into the new Life of Love, ſo as to 
have peace with God therein, and good Will towards each other, 
(whichis a Life and a World as yet to come to many) who with 
one Heart and one Soul can meet and break Bread in the ſingle- 
neſs of their hearts; and behold, my Spitit-is with you fromthe 
beginning to-the end, even with all, or as many as ſhall meet to- 
gether in the Name or Power of Love the Father,and of Love the 
Son, and in the pure Innocent, powerful, loving Spirit thereof, 
even with all that feel the Joy of the Lord their Strength, or that 
have Chriſt Jeſus, the Love of God, ſhed abroad in their Hearts ; 
all-ſach-are but one Bread, which the Father giveth tor the Light 
and Life of the World. O eat and drink abundantly thereof, my 
beloved Friends.  Ailelnjah. 


. After the Receipt of the forenamed Letter, and the Mony di- 
as was therein dire&ed, this attempt was made by 'F.*B. 
towards the Feaſt of Divine Love ; an Invitation was fent by him 
to ſeveral Perſons, to afford their preſence at his Houſe, in order 
to'the end aforefaid. Accordingly ſeveral of the faid Perſons, on 
the firſt of: September, in the Year 1668, did there meet, where 
after he had ſpoke ſomething fuitable to the occaſion, ſome En- 
tertainment. was made, according to the dircCtions of the forefaid 
Letter, 3d..." | 
One of the Perſons invited, being neceflarily abſent, made his 
Apology to. the ſaid R. B. in the ming Letter. 


SIR, 


Ei 
| S I R, 
| þ ia. Providence had otherwiſe ordained it, that I conld not be 
7 preſent at the Feaſt,to which you ſo friendly and ſolemnly invi- 
ted me, yet this is to let you know, Þ no way ſlighted it, though # 
was but a Type, for 1 am in my very Soul a real Friend to all that have 
a good will to that Catholick Love which was in the beginning, and 
will be when all middle walls,that are cone in through Man's fall, are 
removed, The Lord prepare ws all for that Feait of fat things, that 
in the Monnt of Sion is made ready; that is, the Mount in which 
the Lord will deſtroy the Covering caſt over all fleſh, into which we ex- 
ter after the Conſummation of all Fypes, in celebrating the Paſſover 
with our Lord Teſus in the like death, to which we muſt be. con- 
formed, that jo the Vail being rent, we may enjoy the moſt holy 
Things, and inherit the eſſential Love for ever. But this is a great 
Work, and the attaining it the greateſ# Wonder 5 To which the Lord 
bring ws all, 

Pour true Friend, in the Love of God, 

Ta: M 


——_—___—_—_— 


The ſeveral and reſpefiive Acquittances given for the 
Receipt of each Thirty Pounds. 


1, By the Roman-Catholicks. 


Eceived the 23d day of December of Fokn Raznes, by the 

Appointment and Order of Mr. Robert Rich Senior, of Bar- 
badoes, the Sum of 30 /. Sterling ; which we promile to diſpoſe of, 
to ſuch as are in Need, Sickneſs,or any other Adverlity. We fay, 
received by us, 


Tho. Godaden, Treaſurer of her Majeſty's Chappel. 


G.Stapylton,D.D. Chaplain in Ordinary to her Majeſty. 
Her.Latham,Chaplin Ord. to her Majeſty at St. James's. 


2. By 


_- 
2. By the Epiſcopal-Pwoteſtants, 


"TR Betived the 14th day of Farary, 1667,o0f Jokr Rayne, by the 
AY. Appointment and Order of Mr. Robert Rich Semior, of *Bar- 
badoes, the Sum of 30 /. Sterling ; which we promiſe to difpoſe of 
to ſuch as are im Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. 


"Benjamin Whichcot, Fohn Wells, Thomas Grigg. 


3. By the Presbyterians, 


TD Eceived the 8th day of Fanuary 1667, of John Raynes, by the 
4\ Appointment and Order of Mr. Robert Rich Senior, of ' Bar- 
, badoes, the Sum of Zo 1. Sterling; which we promiſe to diſpoſe of 

to ſuch as are in Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. 


Lazarus Seaman, Tho. Manton, Robert Francklin. 


4+. By the Jidependents, 
'"D Eccived the 13th day of Farmry, 1667, of John Raynes, by 
A\ the Appointment and Order of Mr. Robert Rich Senior, of 
*Barbadoes, the Sum of 3ol. Sterling; which we promiſe to 
diſpoſe of according to his Order, to the Poor, and ſuch as are 
in Adverlity among(t us. We ſay, received by us, 


Thomas © Brooks, Matthew Barker, Corn, Helme. | 


—— 


5. By the Anabaptiſts. 


ÞN Eccived the'1 5th of Farnary, 1667, of Mr. John Raymes, by 
AY. Order of Mr. Robert Rich Senior, of * Barbadoes,the full Sum 
.of 30 1. which he ordered unto us, for 'to difpoſe amongſt the 
[Poor and Diſtreſſed of the Baptized People. We fay, received 
as before, per | - 


Thomas Lamb, Hanſerd Knollys, Tho. Cooper. 
| 6. By 


| 


; 
| 
/ 
; 
% 


Ci 
6. By the Quakers- 

BR fone the 9th of the 11th month, call'd Farnary, 1667, of 
John Raynes of London, Merchant, the Sum of 30 1. by the 


Order and Appointment of Robert Rich of *Barbadoes Senior ; 
which he ordered to be diſpoſed of to the Poor amongſt us. We 


ſay, received by us, 
John © Bolton, Amos Stoddart, Gerard Roberts. 


— 


7. By the Church of the Firſt-Bo. 


| Gy the 9th day of December, 1667, of John Raynes, by 
the Appointment and: Order of Mr. Robert Rich Senior, of 
"Barbadoes, the Sum of 30. which we. promiſe to endeavour to 
diſpoſe of according to his Order. We ſay, received by us, 


Robert © Bacon, Will. Rollinſon, Williane * Blackbororow. 


eMemorandum, The ſeveral Sums above-mentioned, were not all 
received by the particular Perſons mentioned by the Author 
in his Order of. DireQtions aforegoing, partly becauſe the ſaid 
Perſons could not conveniently be ſpoken with ; and partly 
alfo, becauſe liberty was left by him to diſpoſe of it to any 
other three. of each Claſs reſpectively. 


A-Salutation to the Seven Churches aſſembled by Order of 
Ar. Robert Rich at his Feaſt of Love.. As alſo- 
a Deſcant on his Gift to the ſaid Churches. By ]; S.. 
Dottor of Phy(ick. 


LG in Profeſling Ewrope, Luſt and Pride 
Conceiv'd and brought forth, then Religion di'd, 
Whence ſprang a viperous Brood : amongſt the xelſt, 
Strife, War, Diviſion, Falſhood, Intereſt. 
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All which our peeviſh Church-men did'imbibe, 
. Picking for Self, and not for God,. a Tribe. | 

Thus ſtrung hike Beads, Men on their Centers move, 
But the true Center of Reagan's LOFE....: : 
'Tis pure and undefiled, to Do well : | 
All befide That, is only Husk and Shell. 
Wherein America now ſupphes our Lacks ; 
The faireft Preacher dwells amongſt the * Blacks. 
Thus Jonah found both Prieſts. and Confeſlors, 
In a dead time, 'mongft Heathen Mariners. 

Thus Avr harm, Sarat, ( Heads o'th Faithful Se&) 
Were taught, reproved by Abimelech. 
His Love 1s greateſt. now, when we have none; . 
Like Gidecoz's Fleece, bedew'd from Heaven alone. 
And as Heaven's Bleflings, Light and Rain do fall ; 
So is his bounteous Kindneſs, general, 
From Head to Feet the Oil of Aaron came, 
The Skirts of's Garment did partake the ſame. 
Thus Holy Jacob on the Tribes let fall 
His Goodneſs round, he bleſt them, one and all. 
Accept, I pray, this tender Father's W1lI: 
Who ſees your Good, and overſces your ill. 


. His general Love you CatFlicks firſt doth blels, 
Who ſhew but little, and deſerve much leſs. 

His Bounty makes ſome 'mends for burning Troy ; 
His Minerals fave, where yours do all efiroy. 

He treats you well, where others with a Rope z 
He ſees, with you, God's Image in the Pope. 


. The next a-kin he deals with, as with th' others ; 
And what doth hinder but they may be Brothers ? 
His Love intends that compleat Union be, 
Inſtead of compell'd/Uniformitie. 
And kindly doth-all Cath'lick Chriſtians bring, 
Not to Chriſt's Vicar, but to Chriſt their King, 
Z. Immec. 


| 


> 
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3. Smec. (mites with Horns, :and: Hobf, :and proves unkind ' 
To Prieſts before, andSeFaries behind. ' * | 
He blames all others, and. all likewiſe blame lum, 
Except this Friend, who:takes this courferto/thame him. 
Maugre his Wrath, he-will hich mercy-ſhowy...! | 
Though he have courted his own-overthtow. 
4. The Savoy Sages may:behold a Brother, 
Who loves them. more, than they love one another. 
He ſhews to them his:Love m earneſt, which 
They would accept, were they as Poor as 4(ich, 
Pride, that puffs up, and doth reject Love's Power, 
Which courts them highly in a golden Shower. 


5. You who make ſure.of Water for a fign, | 
(Who make your Teachers Merchant, or Divine) 
Three's a full number : go an, and approve 
The Seal of Faith, and Baptiſin-of true Love. 

You young ſtrong Men do much, yet lack you more, 

This Friend's Kind Heart, to ſell, and give to th' Poor. 
6. The Northern rugged Nature he ſubdues, 

His gentle temper would win on the Fews. 

An Heart of Stone ſuch finglar Love muſt own. 

A Flint will. break upon a Bed of Down. 

Come, take your Mony, and hereafter ſay, 

Fames Naylor's Friend FAR you the right way. 


The Alabaſter Box diſdain'd by all, 
Was ſhed in order to Chriſt's Burial. 
This precious Gift incurs hke indignation, 
Which doth forerun his Rule.and Coronation. 
This Soveraign Oil proclaims thoſe general Paſſions, 
Which will inſtal him King of Saints and-Nations. 
His Standard's now ſet up, /and is inſcrib'd, 
"Peace on the Earth; good Will t9 every Tribe.. 
He gains Mens Hearts, and ConquersSarzs controul : 
A little Leaven leaveneth the 4 | 


That Rich endeavour' ian to-ranſs, 


Shall then be ſpoken:to's eternal praiſe: 

When Menenli htned ſhall-on. Chrift s Name call, 
From the Sun #1 even ta by Fall; 1 {2 1 
When God ſhall bleſsanew His whole Creation: TITS 
And Heaven and+Earth ſhall make but one Plantation: 


7. You God-like Men, whom he Firi#-Bermdoth call; 
Whoſe mature Spirits:can bear Love to all. : 

Y are willing God ſhould rule : when he-forbears, 
You wont pluck up;.nor ſever, Wheat from Tarts, 
If he ſays, Grow-together. - You'l brook. this, - 

That Light and Darkneſs, Day and Night, are His: . 
In Wine-bibbers, and thoſt fleſt with Devils,., _ . 
You'l cheriſh Good, and. x7 ow urage Evils. 


Qs. [Lazarus his Gloſ appearing: . 


| Sh not,. my. F riends 'if Lazargs appear, 
Diſmal and ghaſtly at this Meeting here. 

His Grave-Clothes'yet are on, He ſcarce hath Breath! 
His Face is wrapt with Monuments of Death. 

When he reviv'd,” fhall have put on his Dreſs, 

When Wine and Oil ſhall Heart and Face refreſh; 


Then ſhall God's Pow'r and Love thropgh. th' Earth be ſpread; 


All will believe a Preacher from the Dead. 

This dark obſcure Appearance doth fore-run,.. 
A far more glorious Diſpenſation.. 

The Chaos this, on which God's Spirit will broed;. 
Producing Light and Beauty, .all-that's good.: | 
"Tis yet rude Ore, : but when thas paſt the Mint, ,. 
You! ſee its Glory, the King's Image-in't. ( 
'Mongſt all the Precious Stanes, _this is the- _, 
Which cut, and ſet,. ruakes: = Ag 
The.Type. whereof, at this tie, ..-.1;-! 
_y; all th' invited Gueſts. together. ſee... 
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When Angels would-converſe with Mortals, then 
They' take a Body, talk and'walk like Men. 
Depoſit ſence, and lay aſide your Clay z__ 
If you'd converſe with Spirits, be as they. 
In mixing Souls, which are immortal bred, 
There's no diſtintion 'twixt alive and dead. 
They ſoon can meet, what e're the diſtance be, 
Who move much quicker than a twinkling eye. 
Thus Spirits meet and greet, that all may know, 
Angelick Viſions may be here below. 
To you in whom's conceiv'd this Seed of Love, 
Let this be th' quickening Day, and let it move. 
Let: Aobert Rich your noble Pattern be, 
In Hallelvjahs be as thick as he. 


| Fan. 25, 166;.. 
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In Obitam &- perpetuam memoriam Domini Roberti Rich 
Evangelifte; Acroſtichon per R. B. Ph, 


| Report who can'the Truth of this one Man, 
Of's Birth, his Life, his Ads, the Courſe he ran. 
Born from on High he muſt be,” and his Quill 

| Enobled too by God's moſt Holy Will. 

Rome he dealt juſtly with, 'tis not deſtroy'd 

The way that ” ans do think, by Fire and Sword.. 


—l——— 


Raisd up he was, to the Immortal Life, 
It in all Parties puts an end to Strife. 
Chriſt is the Univerſal Light and Love, 


— 


| He that from Heaven came, comes as a Dove. - 


TJ 


On the Memory of Mr. Robert Rich, who arrived at /Lon- 
don from the Barbadoes, Sept: 9, laft paſt, and departed 
this life Novemb, 1 6.: falbwing, '4 679. ©, 5 


| Reconciling what he might, | 
Oblique things bending unto ſtreight. 

| Bountegus to the-Indigent, - . 
| Each Se& did taſte his good intent. - 
Rare Pattern of Humility, - - -,/ 

| 'Twere well if ſuch were you and 1. - 


Reſearches of the higheſt kind ; 

Inquiries lofty rais'd his'Mind. 
Chariorted hence to Heaven Above, 

His Legacies, Light, Peace, and Love: 


Mar. 25. 1680Q............... _t W. 
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T7 1 14,000 WACO ma VS wail of 
Upon the Departure of 'Mr. Robert Rich, Nov. 16. 1679. 


An real Chriſtjan Love be dead, _ 
'Cauſe Rieh, filled therewith, 1s buried ? 
No, no, it lives 1a Chriſt our Head, 


From whence 'twill all the World oreſpread. i 


= 


 Heſlipt away in ſuch an Age, 


When all the.” Babels.arc'in rage 
And left us yet behind to ſee, 

Moſt things in/great-perplexity, . 
But yet we hope the day draws near, 


When healing Love will more appear. Yo, 


- 
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for Stars, read Stairs. 
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Errata. Laſt Paragraph of the Preface, read, Proficientis, & Perfedii , each 


herein find what is ſut able to them,to their Foy. Page 105, line 13, 
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To the Chief Biſhop of the Roman-Catholick Church, 
bis Cardinals, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Doors, 
Prieſts, Deacdhs, and all aher Eccleſiaſtical Orders 
and Degrees : To all Generals, Provincials, Ab- 
bats, Priors, Guardians, Re&tors and Prefe&ts, of 
whatſoever Religious Orders of the ſaid Church 
RoBERT RICH ſendeth Greeting in our Lord 
God Everlaſting. 


O thoſe of you that are Regenerate, and born 
again of the Spirit, who are Members of Chriſt 
Jeſus, through the ſandification of the Spiri 
'Ele& and Precious, to you, Grace, Mercy, =} 
Peace be multiplied, from God our Fathcr, and 
our Lord Jeſia Chriſt. Amen. Allelujah. 

In the Year 1656, feeling the Birth of God in me, by the over- 
ſhadowing of - the Holy Ghoſt, wherein I was, wadea Member, of 
Chriſt, 4 Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Hea-. 
ver, Which Holy Spirit wrought ſo mightily, as to beget the 
New Man (Chriſt Jeſus) in me, by whom, I had peace with 
God, and good will to all his Creation. Which Spirzs of Love 


. moved .me- to ſend Thirty Pounds to be diſtributed amongſt the 


Poor of : the Roman-Catholick Church, as a ign of 'my Loye and 

ood Will to them, {which I underſtood you recaived in the 
= Spirit of loving-kindneſs I ſent it ) 3 Not as: Judas that be- 
trayed: his Maſter 4nto the hands of Sinners for \{Þirty piezes af 
Silver, but from one that witneſſeth- the Relurrec 
fromthe Dead, whom: by. my —y I had (formegly) 


+! ft: 4 


[7 Þ 

and put to open {ſhame 3 but having repented and amended m 
—_ bad Life; by help of. his Hol Spirit of Grace, (Chriſt 
i-me). cams toſce that thaſe of all Religions that feared God, 
and acted righteouſly towards Men, were accepted of him, and 
dearl pejoned by. me 5 in. which : Spirit of Love, the Ground 
and Pillar of Truth, the End of the Law, and Bond of Per- 
fettion, I found freedom in 'my ſelf tologk into all forts of Re- 
legions; and knowing the Rock Chriſt Jeſs, -oa whom all the 
Holy Men of Gad. are built 5 and having a diſcerning (by God's 
Grace). between the Precious and the. Vile, between him that 
ſerveth God 1n the Spirit of Truth, and him that only pretendeth 
to ſerve him, but with a falſe Spirit 3 in which Spirit of God, I 
* fawhe difference between the _ trae-Charch of God, and that 
- which is the falſe Church. In this Underſtanding 1 did read 
many Books, written, and allowed by the Roman Church, viz. 

The *Bible tranſlated out of the Yulgar Latin by St. Ferom 5; 
the Old Teſtament Printed in two Tomes by the Engliſh-College at 
Dowaz ; and the New Teſtament printed at Rhemes ; and have 
weighed and conſidered the Reaſons St. Ferome gives far tran(la- 
ting x at of the Valgar Latir, rather than ont of the Hebrew 
and Greek, which were much corrupted, as he faith, by Jews 
and Hereticks, &c. And having purged the Latin Verfioz from 
Faults commnted by Writers, ihe. laying afide all other Latiz 
Patios, which St. Ferome farth' were in his time almoſt innume- 
rable 5 which Trantlation out of Fulgar Latir,. though in many 
things defeQive, yet in ſome I find better to agree with the 
Th, 
Oreek. 


than that tranſlated: into. E-ghout of the Hebrew and: 
Freek, As for Inſtances | AST 
"The Vultar Latin tranſhates, I. 12.3: You ſte} draw Water 
tn Jo1 ont of the Saviour's Fountains. The other, Tos ſhall dram 
| &ers oxt of the Wells of Salvation. 
_ .- Pfa438:6. the Vulgar Latin faith, prnen, anſny oy Vanity. 
Fheather,. Pjal. 39. 5. faith, Ferily, every M: 
atrogether;wority 5 which, ſtems not to be true, for the 
Tate: Man, which. is. barn of the Spirit, and hath Chriſt 


at his beſb eſtate- 
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New Man in him, is not altogether Verity, for Chriſt bs 4hie- 
Eternal and only begotten Son of God, full af Grace, fe 


Truth, Allelujah. G 
John 1. 14. the Vulgar Latin (aith, The Word, was \ Php 
\ ae. 

wis 


aud dwelt IN ws. The other, The Word wes: mads 
dwelt AMONGST am; Which Tranſlation 1 appfebend 
ratify thoſe that deny Chriſt come in the Fleſh of the Santi» 
fied, and ſo exalt the Fleſh of Jeſus equal to or above the bgdrit, 
which dwelleth in all true Believers: - Alelrjoh. i; \ enic. fag! 
1 Pez. 1.13.'the Valgar faith, Tru#t perfeh ar aht Gran which. 
is wffered you in the Revelation of Feſws Chriſt. The other, Hope 
end for _ —_ _ m_ be brought unto you at _ Reuela- 
tion of Feſws is I alſo apprehend. was to.gratify thoſe, 
=o} my isceaſed ; and alſo deiny Rewe/ation to contie. 
nue in the Church of Chriſt to the end of the World'z which is; 
contrary to Scripture,and the Saints experience. Read Aat.11,27. 
Gal.1.16. 1 Cor.2.10. Mat.28.10. 
omans 16.26, \the Valgar Latin ſaith, To the ledincnaf Feith 
in all Gentiles : The other _ kpown te teall _—_ This, 
I ſup 15alſo to ole that de Fhe\ true Loght 
that Pghenet Es that cometh inte the orld, whom: 
obey is Eternal Life and Salvation, both to Few and (Gentile. 
— _ ERECT TI 
Heb, 1. 1. The Latin faith,God ſpake ta the Fathers in the. Pro- 
phets, and laſt of all ſpake to us. T N bis, $91 \The other {aith; 
God ſpoke to the Fathers by the Prophets, . and hath-in the-laft days 
ſpoken to us BY his Son. Which Tranſlation is to ;ſet up ; 
the Letter, to be our Teacher, and-to lay alide Criſt, the od 
in the Heart, the Saints only Teacher. A at 
Heb. 12.15. The Latin faith,' Left avg Mor be wanting \t0\the, 
Grace of God : The other, Le any ME fail of the Gitace of God. 
Which ſeems to deny that the Grace F God which 
Salvation(and hath appearodto.and i inevery Man) be ſufficient 
to Salvation.” And m the , "the Latiz faith; 'Con-:that 
Text) "If we be at: good, there it" 1nd lick on. \(Gad's p43; hs 
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offereth ir Grace Fey to all 5; the defedt is in our ſelves, that anſwer 
not a Ga s <tr his Gees, Which I take to be ſound Orthodox: 


The Valgar Latin-hath it, Our Lord is come [in] his 
l - WifigrnDafursryrrerks which no Man can number - 
Fhe other ith, The Lord cometh [ with] ters thouſands of his Saints, 
Which doubtleſs is trocountenance a. carnal perſonal-appearance. 
of Chriftat-his ſecond coming, who. as: he-went; a Cloud recei-. 
ved him out of their fight-z even ſo in the like manner fhall he 
rerun in-a-Cloud of Witneſſes: in. his holy Thoufands. Ale- 
tnjak. 
"Zach, 5.10. The Vulgas Latin hath it, And I faid to the Angel that 
ms. Wi me : The other, I: fpake to the Angel that. talked. | with}: 
ich later Tranſfation moſt affuredly was to gratify them 
eny Chriſt ( God's. AngeLY tocome in the Fleſh of the San-. 
ike ; 7 Alla ah, 

x Pet. 1.3, 4 4. The Latin hath it; Who according to his great» 
Mercy hath regenerated we into-an Inheritance that cannot fade, con- 
ford 3 in vhe Heavens (in ] you :- The other-laith; Reſerzed. in the: 

Cfov7 Jo ; This likewiſe L apprehend 1s to. gratify that, 
pirit- rar 2 enies Chriſt-to be in the Saints, and Heaven to be: 
there where Chriſt-is, which Spirit I take to be the Spirit of Anti-- 


- Fhave likewiſe read and'conſidered the Arguments, Annotations, 
Tables, and other helps, for the better underſtanding -of. the: 
Text,which I find in Divine things both uſeful and profitable. As. 

wr Example 
| Adugtation before the P/2/- fairh, That the whole Sacred Bible: 
i5-4- ſealed Book , and not rightly underſtood tell the Seals be opened, 
Key of God's Sþirit : And. you fay, on Gal: 4: 24. The 
prures, beſides the literal Senſe, a more deep, . ſpiritual, and) 
allegorical Senſe, not to be under ad, but by.he- ſame- "ori that writ 
them. And you allo ſay, That there is no way to knom Canonical: 
Scriptaves batþy the.Chureh + Which: is a Trath, if you mean the: 
Yunpof Chnſtinthe SanRifed 3: which Sanfiified, are the-only. 


rue 
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true Church-of Chriſt, You alſo ſay, Fhe only difference betweer 
the Old and New Teftament, is, that in the Old les hid the New 
by an Allegory Which is a Truth, to him that. hath an Ear to 
hear what the Spirit inthe Letter ſaith. Alleljah. 

On Rom. 4.8. you ſay, The words - Imputed, «: Reputed; do 
not diminiſh the Truth of Juſtice, and that = is not reputed to 
them that are not made Juſt and Righteows 5 Which is alſo a moſt 
real Truth. 

On Gez. 22. 1. you; ſay, There is as much difference betwixt 
Chriſt's Divinity and his Humanity,as was betweenTſaac and the Ram, 
and as is 'twixt Fleſh and Spirit.for what is born of Fleſh is Fleſb,&c. 

The Book. Ec je wy you ſay, . teacheth to contemn this pre- 
fſent.evil World ;,. and that things Earthly and Senſual are inſufficient 
fo giue Peace and Reſt to our Souls 3, and that true Felicity conſifteth 
not in Natural Knowledg,. gotten by Wit and Natural Iadaftry: nor 
in Riches, . Honour, Pleaſures, nor in Authority or Dommion, nor 
in any thing that is Senſual or Carnal, but only in the Eternal and. 
Juternal fruition of God in our. Souls, which is procured by Free 
Grace, which enables ws to decline Vices, and to-purſue the ways af 
Vertne, which lead to Beatitude ;, all which are Truths moſt clear 
and excellent. Alelujah. l 

"Befare. Leviticus, in which Book (faith St. Ferome) all Sacri-- 
fices, Aaron's Veſtments, and the whole Levitical Order (almoſt 
every Syllable) breaths forth Heavenly Sacraments ;, 1-(ay,. even as 
the whole Creation doth breath forth God's Omnipotence, his- 
Grace and loving Kindneſs to Mankind. Altelujah. 

Zach.1, 3. When the Scripture ſaith Convert, &c. we are ad- 
moniſhed that we have Free-Will ; and when we anſwer; Convert 
&, O Lord, to thee, and we ſhall be converted; we confels that 
God's Grace preventeth or enableth us ; and when he command- 
eth any good of us, it is either to humble or enable us. 1n the 
performance, as James 1: 17, Heb. 13. 21. which. Doftrine is - 
true, for. we. have no other. free-will-to good, but what God 
giveth-us, in, by, and through his oy. Spirit of Grace, which . 
appearsta and in.every Man;.. Alelnjah. . | oy 
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'On Gal. 6.16. you ſay, The New Creatwre is the true Faith and 
Work of Grace in the Hearts of the Faithful, and is the Faith 
firſt delivered to and in the Saints, A Speech moſt true. AJ 
 lelujahb. 
| 47; 12.3. you ſay, No Mar can ſay Feſws is onr Lojd, but 
by his Spirit within #s 5 which enableth us to be obedient to his 
Commands, and to do the Will of God here on Earth, as it is 
in Heaven : for by Chriſt ſtrengthening us, we can do all things 
FR God our Heavenly Father. AYelajab. LE 

On Heb. 12. 28. you ſay, Grace #s the only means enabling ws to 
ſerve and pleaſe God. Tit. 2.11. And that Man's free-Will is 
 begot, and worketh freely by free-Grace. Alſo, you fay, Free- 
Will is in Man, for that no Sin can be committed without conſent of 
. free-Will; nor can any Work merit or pleaſe (God, but what s 
wrought in Man by the free Grace of God's Holy Spirit : Thus by 
Grace we are ſaved, not of our ſelves, it is the free Gift of God 
to every one. Alelujah. 

You fay, Elias is alive, and ſhall be a fore-runner of Chriſt's 
ſecond coming. I fay, Elias in Spirit is alive, and now preacheth 
Repentance, and forgiveneſs of Sms;to all that amend their Lives 
according to God's Holy Word, written in every Man's Heart, 
{ the Volumn of God's Book, wherein his Will is known) that 
it may be done here on Earth as in Heaven. Allelujah. 

_-,You fay alſo, That Enoch is yet alive, and ſhall preach in Anti- 
chrift's time withElias. This is alſo a Truth, if you ſpeak thisof 
the Spirit of God that was in Enoch ; for as Elias's Spirit,in Fohn 
the Baptiſt's Time, preached Repentance, and forgiveneſs of Sins, 
to all that truly repented and forſook their Sins, (preparing' the 
way for Chriſtto be begot and born in us); So did that Spirit of 
Elias preach Repentance to the Diſobedient in the days of Np4h. 
As in this day the ſame Spirit of E/zas preacheth Repentanceto all 
that aredead in Treſpafles and Sins 3 Evenfſo likewiſe Eroch, the 
ſeventh from Ada, in Spirit is alive, who ſhall, and now doth, 
as you ſay, preach in Antichriſt's tine : for Chrift,the Word incar- 
nate, the ReſurreQion and the Life,” is now preaching in the 
Sanctified 
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Sandified,the Refurretion from the Dead, to and in all that have 
bin crucified with Chriſt, and are riſen with him from the Death of 
Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs. Allelujah. . 

Which Word Incarnate, or Word in the Heart, is God's 
Preacher to all the World, and. is the _ of Chriſt preached for 
the Obedience of Faith, to and in all Nations, and all: Religions- 
whatſoever, ſo that all Men may believe, and by obeying may be 
faved. Amen. Alelvjah. As it is written, Dent. 30. 11, to the 
I5. with Rome. 10. 6, to the 9th. Rom. 1. 5. 2 Cor. 10: 5. Heb, 
5. 9. 1 Pet. 1.22, Gen. 22.18. Det. 13. 4. Dan.7. 27. I1ſa.1.1g. 
Job 36. 11, 12. 

You ſay, Chriſ# in Soul deſcended into Hell to deliver all juſt 
Men : Which is a Truth, if you mean- Chriſt in Spirit ( as he 
is the Light of the World) deſcends into every 's unclean heart to- 
any and purifie it, and fo leads Captivity captive, bringing the 
Souls of the Faithful (once dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins) out of 
Death, out of the Grave, out of Hell, into .Abrahaw's Boſom, 
where they ſit and ſing Alelujah. 

You ſay, Sir: is always the cauſe of Reprobation :- Which 1s alſo 
a Truth moſt clear,forit is our Sins that ſeparate us from God,and 
with-hold good things from us : And in our Obedience or diſo-- 
bedience to the Word of God in our Hearts, ſtands Life and 
Death, Ele&ion and Reprobation ; for according totheir Works 
ſhall every one receive, whether they do good, or evil, Allelujah. 

On Col. 3. 9. you fay, The New Man is an inherent. quality of 
Faſtice and Fighteouſnefi in our Souls 5 and not only an Imputation 
of Chriſt's Righteonſneſs, but a Work of God's free Grace, enabling 
the Faculties of our Souls, to work freely the thing that is good and. 
righteows : A Truth moſtclear andrexcellent. Alelnjeh. | 

2 Cor. 1. 5. you ſay, Al the Saints Suffering, and A 
are Chriſt's Suffering, by reaſon of the Conjundion Union. 
that is betwixt. Chriſt the Head, and the Saniified. his Members, 
Allelujah. Wkiba lt 

You ſay, Adaw was created in Grace: and. Innocency, which bs 
loſt only by Diſobedience, yet: by Repentance is. ſaved. And thus it 

Is 
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'& with all the Sons of Adam, He that fins againſt the Light of 
Chriſt in his Conſcience, eats the forbidden Fruit, and fo ſins 
after the ſimilitude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion 5 «nd is not ſaved out 
of Tranſgreſſion, but by Repentance, and laying hold of God's 
Spirit of Grace;which obeying, brings through the flaming Sword, 
.or Sword of the Spirit, that turns every way to cut down Sin and 
Tniquity in whomſoeever it is found ; {0 that no unclean thing can en- 
ter the Kingdom of Heaven, or eat-of the Tree of Life placed inthe 
Tore of God's Paradiſe, (the Hearts of the Sandified) Alle- 
lujah. | 
You ſay, The Church of Chriſt is Univerſal, and conſiits of all 
Nations : Sorfay I, (as I am a Prieſt of God to the Nations, ha- 
ving Chrift Jeſus in me;my Prieſt,my Prophet, and my King) that 
amongſt all Nations, all Seds, and forts of Religions, whatſoever 
they be called, Fews, Barbarians, Heathens, or Chriſtians, ſach 
as walk inthe Light of the Lord, wherewith every one 1s enlight- 
wed, are accepted with him, and they are God's Temple and Church, 
in whom he dwells. Allekajah. 

You ſay, The Children of the Church are the Spiritual Seed of 
Abraham 3 Which Seed, I'fay, is Chriſt, who dwells inthe mor- 
:tal Bodies of the Samts, who convinceth of Sin, and fanRifes 
them from committing Sin, ſo that where #wo or three are met in 
his Name, ( his Spirit of Grace) there is He in the midſt of them, 
-and thus is He with his Body the Church, to the end of the 
World. Allelujah. | 

Clergie Men, you ſay, ought not to ſerve for temporal Rewards, 
wid that they may-not exerciſe that Holy FundGion for filthy Lacre : 
And:iſo-fay1, that thoſe-:that Preach and. Pray what is preſcribed: 
them by Man-for Temporal Rewards, are not the Minifters of 
Chriſt, 'but Anti-chriſts Mmiſters : for the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
as. they receive the Spirit of Grace { Chriſt the New Covenant, 
the Ward in the Heart) freely, ſo they give freely, and not for 
filthy Lucre, but from a ready and willing mind, to the ſaving of 
\ Souls, and not for gaining the Fleece. Allelujab. ' 


You 
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Tory, Jove fhall be converted at the end of the World. 1 
fay, As the Chriſtians are converted, fo are the Jews, who re- 
ceive and obey God's Covenant of Light, the free Gift of God, 
the Word in the Heart, the New Covenant, God's Salvation to 
the ends.of the Earth. Alelnjah. 

You ſay, A Conſcience guilty of Sin, tormenteth the Sinner. So 
ſay I, That the Light of Chriſt, wherewith every one is enlightned, 
being diſobeyed, is the Tormentor and the Condemnation, read John 


3.19. 

The Myſteries of Chriſt are (as you ſay) high things above 1a- 
tural Capacities. So (ay I, for the Natural Man percerveth not the 
things of God, which are only ſpiritually diſcerned ; Therefore I 
adviſe all unregenerate Men (not born again of theSpirit,which 
quickneth and createth the New Man in us) in that ſtate, not to 
meddle with the things of God (as Uzza, who was ſmitten of 
God) for the 5 Rey God only and alone knoweth and» ſearcheth 
the deep things of God; for no Man knoweth the Father, Son, or 
Holy Ghoſt, but by the Inſpiration and Revelation of God. Allelujah. 
Read John 3.3. Mat.11.27. 1 Cor.2.10,11. 

On 1 Cor. 1. 12. you fay, Schiſm is to leave the Spirit of God 
in his Church, and adhere too much to Man's teaching, ( which is a 
Truth: For Man's teaching leads into Diviſion and Diſputes 
about Words and Forms, Se& againſt Se#, for ſome outward 
Obſervation which Man ſets up, wherein the Kingdom of God 
doth not conſiſt ; which Diſputes have ever proved the Scab 
of the Church 1n all Times: but the Spirit's teaching (every 
one ſubmitting to the Commands of God, the Word in the 
Heart) leads into Unity, Peace, and Reſt with God, and one 
towards another. Allelujah. 

On 1 Cor. 12.13, you ſay, Chriſt the Head, and the Church his 
Members, make but one Body. So ſay I, Chriſt in the Saints, is 
the one Head, one Body, one Faith, one Baptiſm, and the only one 
true Church of God: Allelujah. 

On John 4. 12, 13. you ſay, The Water wherewith Chrift bap- 
tizeth, is living and ſpiritual if: ater, So (ay I, That Jobs's Ba 
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tiſm wal with material'Water, the which is Man's Baptiſm, and 
only cleanſeth the outward Body, and repreſemeth 'che inward 
cleanſing ; but Chriſt's —_— s, as you fay, with vive Water, 
which is with the Holy Ghoſtand Fire, which clean{cth and puri- 
fieth the Heart, Soul, and Spirit of all true Believers: - Alehyjeh. 

'" On Rom. 10. 5, &r. you fay, The Jaftice of the Law of Moſes 
wert no farther than the ſaving of the Outward Man. 1'ay, - Mo- 
fes preached Chnit, 'the Law, and Word in the Heart, the New 
Covenant 3 read Dext. 3o. 11. &* 18. 18, 19. Fer. 31. 31, 33. 
with Row. 10. 6, &c. Heb. 8. 8, &c. the which circnmcifeth 
the Heart, and createth a new Heart, and a new Spirit within; the 
Which redeems and faves the Soul from Sm, and: teacheth truly 
the way to Life evertaſting.. Mlelujah. 


Thus you ſee T have not only read your Bible, but alſo confi- 
dered the Arguments, Tables, and Marginal-Notes thereupon. 
Likewiſe I have read'many other of your Books, written. 
and-approved of by the Roman Church, viz. 


T.. Thomas of Kempis, of the Imitation of Chriſt. 

2. Cardinal Cyſanws, his Firſt, Second, and Third Ale of 

 Perfettion, and his Idiot 5: with others of the like Divine 
Nature, 

3. The Holy Conrt, and' the Arrgel- of "Peace, to all Chriſtian. 
Princes. By Niche. (aufine. 

4-. Devout Efſays. By Walter Montague Eſq; 

5. Charroone of Wiſdom. 

6. Hor of Lord Michael Montaigne. 

7. Fiat Lux; with an Epiſtle in Anſwer to Dr. Owez:. 

8. The Loft Sheep returned Home. By Dr. Thomas Vane. 

9. nay of Chriſtian DoGrine, by Queſtion and Anſiyer:; 
By H. T. printed at Doway, 1664. 

10. A Manual of Controverſies, demonſtrating-the Truth of 
Catbolick Religion, by Scriptures, Councils, and. Fathers of 
the fixſt Five handred'Years 3. and' by common _ hong: 

| n,, 
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Reaſon, &e. y nog inted at Doway, 4rnzo 1654. : 
11. Dialogues of Williaw /»/oworth, printed at Payis, Amn- 


20 1648. 
12. Neowarn Catholick Dodrine, in Anfwer- to Dr. Pierce lus 
' The Vitor of Truth for the Peace of the Church, to. the 
13. The ViFory of Trut eace of t to the 
Kin of Oat Brita Ari by Menfer ae Is Militera. 
Anſwered by Dr. * Branhall. | 
14. A Treatiſe of the Holy Sacrifice of the Maſi. By R.T. 
"Fives Opried, and the Pains of Pimgatery\ dnoided, 
I5. Heaven ea, and the Pains of Furgatory ; 
by the a> aero Indulgencies of the two molt Ilheftriows 
Arch-Confraternities, the one of our ed Lady, called 
the Roſary ; the other of the Seraphical Father St. Francis, 
called, The Cords of the "Paſſion 5 printed Anno 1663. 
16. The haſt Apologie in behalf of the Papiits 3 andanſivered in 
the behalf of the "Proteſtants. | 


Theſe ſixteen Books, with other Hiſtorical, as the Corncil of 
Trent, . Plating, ec. ' 1 have read and conſidered. both pro 
and cor. | 

The firſt two of theſe ſixteen Books I have read with great de» 
lecation of Mind; which I apprehend were written by a Divine 
Spirit; and\do recommend them to all that are partakers of :the 
Divine Native. - Alelajeb. \ | 2 WO 

\The five next I apprehend to be written by Wiſe Men, lovers 
of Wiſdom, and well worth the readmg by Men of Knowledg 
and Underſtanding. PRAM BYLINE 

The laſt nine I apprehend were written to ſet forth and to.de- 
fend the preſent Roman Faith and Church, to mamtain by Argu- 
ment and Difpute, That the prefent Church of Roxee is the only 
True Church of Chrift, and alt others that. differ from her are 
Schiſmaticks and. Hereticks, good for nought but to be deltroyed 
in Body and Soul's concerning which, I do moft humbly crave 
leave to examine, by the _—_—_ of the Prophets and Apoltles, 

2 In- 
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intending, what + find to iproceed. from God's Holy Spirit of 
Truth, - (which are the Things of God.). to treaſure up _.in: Fo- 
ſeph's Storehouſe 3 the reſt, proceeding from Man unregenerate 
i the fall, .mecrly humane,::and: what was learnt of Man in the 
Schools, or from the Letter, I intend to return: back again, as 
ar-own Mony in your-o\vn Sacks. E514 

In the firſt place I muſtneeds commend the Chriſtian Spirit of him 
that wrot Fiat Lux,who faith, He was. bettered:by reading Qwakers, 
Anabaptifts Books, &4#. which:ſhews him. a Man that could re- 
ceive Truth from any Man, or Se&, #ry all things, and I hope, re- 
ceive and hold. fait that which is good in every Man of all Religions. 
Further, he faith, Ml SeFs, maintaining their own Opinion, none 
condeſcending to others, deſtroy all Love and Charity 5. which want- 
ing; no Religion is any thing worth ; but in Charity, Love, and Pa- 
tience, he faith, all SeFs are pleaſed. Alſo,. he ſaith, Difference 
for Opinions is neither. piows nor rational. He alſo ſaith, That one 
7s. fit to judg of all SeFs, that is of. Any 3. nor- is-the, Atheiſt meet. 
Further, he ſaith, The Spirit of Chriſt (or Charity, the Love of 

God): being departed, all Forms:of Religion are:but a meer Romance. 

He alſo-faith, Trath. is found in Onity, not in Diviſion. And I fay, 
Till all come to the Unity of the Spirit, given to every Man to: 
profit with, there can-never be Unity. Alſo he. ſaith, . That the 

Suxt of Mar is Immortal, Intelligible, and Rational, and thit Mo-- 
deration Love, and;Charity,  is:the;Image of; God. in Man ; and. 
that: right Reaſon doth not caſt away Chriſt, \but is agg; with him -. 
Alſo, Whoſoever brings to Unity is bleſt, though but. an Owl, (or 

Fool, as the Spirits Preaching is accaunted. fooliſhneſs by unregenerate, 
' Mez). Alſo he faith, Al SeFs fight againſt eachother till. Chriſt be: 
fetmp; the Teacher in all. Fheſe and the like1 take tobe Maxims 
of Truth, ' meet to be conſidered and received.  ' 

In the next place, the _ Writers aſlert,. The *Pope- of 
Rome #9 be. Head, of the. Church-of Chriſt here on Earth, and, 
Chriſt's Vicar, 'as being Peter's Succeſſor, .on whoſe: Perſon. ( your. 
fay.). Chriſt's: Church, is: built, .proved, out, of, Matth.:16, 16, 17.. 
Fo which I make return; and fay, . That Peter's Perſon was w ; 
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the-Rock whereon. Chriſt's Church is built 3 but the Spirit of 
God, which revealed to Peter the things of God, as will moſt 
evidently appear by the Reaſons following, viz. Firſt, For that 
20 Man knoweth the Son but the Father ; neither knoweth any Man 
the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son revealeth him, Mat. 
II. 27. Gal. 1. 12, 16. 1 Cor. 2. 10. 1Pet. 1.13. So it 1s the 
Revelation of God the Father, gives the Knowledg of God the 
Son ; and it is the Spirit of Chriſt in the Saints, revealing the 
Father and the Son, which is the Rock whereon Chriſt's Church 
is built, again(# which the Gates of Hell can never prevail, Matth.. 
I6. 17. 

Beſides, had the Church bin built on Peter's Perſon, had it 
not fallen into Hell when Peter's Perſon became Satan, an Ad-- 
verſary to Chriſt, and againſt him ? when he ſavorred more the 
Things of eMan than the things of God 2 read Mat. 16. 23. and 
this was after Peter's Faith (the Revelation of God ) was called 
the Rock. 

And what became of the Church, and, Peter the Rock, when 
Peter denied and forſwore his Maſter > Mat. 26. 69, &c. Had not 
then the Church of Chriſt fallen into Hell, if. Peter's Perſon had 
bin the Rock whereon it had bin built 2 And, I pray tell me, 
What think you had become of the Church of Chriſt, had it 
bin built on *Peter's Perſon, when Peter difſembled, and would 
tave brought in the Old Law, which ſtood in divers outward 
Obſervations, (wherein the Kingdom of God doth not conſiſt) ? 
And was not this to bring in the firſt Covenant, and to deny 
Chriſt come in the Fleſh, the Second Covenant, Chriſt the Word 
in the Heart, and Revelation of God in *Peter before his. Fall, 
which is the Rock, God: builds his Church on, againſt whom the 
Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail 2 but when a Church favours the 
Things of Man more than the things of God, the Gates of Hell 
will ſurely prevail againit that Church. And this Revelation of 
God, was the Rock before *Peter's Perſon was, and before his 
Fall was, and after his Fall was, and is that Rock whereon all the 

People of God ſtand.and are. built az Habitation through” the Spirit: 
4' fr God to dielF in. Allelujah. = | And: 
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And do not you think St. Pax! (that great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles) did well in withſtanding and reproving Peter to his 
Face, even in the face of all the Congregation, tor endeavouring 
to bring in ſuch a Hereſy and Schiſm into the Church of Chriſt, 
as to withdraw from the believing Gentiles, and fo by his Exam- 
ple, to ſet up the Obſervations of the Old Law, which ſtood in 
outward things, which was to deny Chriſt the New Law, the 
Word of Grace in the Heart, God's everlaſting Covenant of Light 
and Life to Jew and Gentile £ which certainly was and is a moſt 
pernicious Dodrine, wherewith all the Jews were drawn from 
the Faith of Chriſt ; infomuch that Barnabas was alſo Jed afide 
by their diſſimulation. And for thoſe who had run well, and begun 
in the Spirit, for them to imagine they ought to be made perfett 
by the Obſervation of things outward and carnal, was a moſt 
damnable Hereſy ( which Peter, and the reſt of the Fews, and 
Barnabas firſt begun); to divide the Church of God, the Head 
from the Members, was doubtleſs a great Schiſm, and falling 
from the true Faith, firſt delivered to the Saints, which ſtood in 
the Revelation of Chriſt the Spirit's teaching. AlleJujah. 
When Chriſt bid Peter, feed my Sheep, you ſay, Peter received 
Supremacy over the reſt of the Apoſtles, and was made General 
Paſtor of the Church. And where Chriſt ſaid to 'Peter, I will 
give thee the Keys of Heaven 3 and what thou bindeſt in Earth, ſhall 
be bound in Heaven ; and what thou looſeſt on Earth, ſhall be looſed 
in Heaven, Was Peter's Key, think you, Carnal, or any thi 
elſe but the Revelation of God's Spirit to Peter before his Fall 
which ſurely is the Key of David, which openeth the MyiZeries 74 
the Kingdom of God, which no Man can. ſbut £ And have not a 
true Belieyers. (born of the Spirit) the fame Key and Authority 
to bind and looſe, as Peter had ? read Fohr 20. 22, 23. So that 
you ſee the Power of the Keys, and the feeding Chriſt's Sheep, 
ſtands in receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and not in 'Peter's Perſon, as 
Peter himſelf afterwards confeſſed ; read 1 Pet. 5. 2. A&s 20.28. 
faying to the Diſciples, Feed the Flock of God which is among 
. yon, over which the Holy Ghoſt is Overſeer ; not by conſtraint, but 
willingly ; 
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willingly ; not for filthy Lucre-ſake, but voluntarily ; and not as 
Lords over God s Heritage, but as. Examples, even as Chriſt was to 
bis Followers, who faid, Learn of me, for I am meek and humble 
of Heart, and ye ſhall find Reſt to your Souls. So Holy Jeſus by 
his Dodrine and Example, did not give ' Peter Lordly Supre- 
macy over the reſt of his Diſciples, but ſaid otherwiſe to them 
that deſired Supremacy and Lordſhip over the reſt, *Be not called 
of Men Maſters, nor ſeek the uppermoſt Seats at Feaſts, nor- 
greetings int —__— « Seek not Suprexracy nor Authority over 
Jour Brethren ; for he that would be greateſt among you, ſhall be Ser- 
want unto all, Thus you ſee Chriſt gave no Supremacy to Peter, 
for Supremacy and Lordſhip is what the Kings of the Gentiles 
exerciſe over one another z and that which Phocas the Emperor 
of _ (who flew his Maſter Mauricivs) gave to Boniface the 
Third, 7.e. Supremacy for ſetting him up Emperor. So you ſee Su-- 
remacy is not the Doctrine of Chriſt, but the Gitt of the 
Gentiles Emperors, and Kings. And though many Graces at- 
tended the Church, yet the greateſt and ſupreameſt Gifts and Gra» 
ces were Humility and- Charity. Allelujah. 

As I am a Prieſt to God (having Chriſt Jeſus in me) ſent to: 
try what Spirit governs the World, my hearts defire to the 
Church of Rome is, That they would try and examine them- 
ſelves by the Rule of God's Spirit, whether they ſtand upon 
Chriſt the Rock, the Revelation of God to *Peter, the Founda-- 
tion whereon all the Faithful ſtand and are-built, the Rock, of Ages 
throughout all Generations £ Or whether they are built on Peter's 
Perſon in his Degeneration and Fall, when he denied and left 
the Rock, by favouring and ſetting up the Things of Man above 
the Revelation of God,the only thing needful to. make a true Chriſtian? 
Allelujah. 

I' humbly crave leave further: to query and ask, Whether the 
Church of Rowe, affirming eMery ( a Creature, eſpouſtd 'to Fo-- 
ſeph) to be the Mother of God, who is infinite, . whether this be. 
not Blaſphemy ?- read e44t-12.47, to 50. Lake-2. 48; Fobn 2.4. 
and: to, worſhip - ox. adore. ber. Image,, Sumilitude, _ or. —— 
W T: 
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-whether this be not a breach of the Second Commandment, and 
the higheſt Idolatry, ſeeing to worſhip or adore the Work of 
Man's hand, is worſe Idolatry than to worſhip and adore the 
meaneſt Creature that God hath made ? 

And you calling the: Pope of Rowe (a Creature) Head of 
Chriſt's Church, is not this, think you, Blaſphemy 2 And for 
you to call Bread and Wine (meer Creatures) after Conſecra- 
tion, the real Body and Blood of Chriſt, our Creator and Re- 
deemer (who is the Bread of Life, that came from Heaven ) is 
not this think you alſo Blaſphemy ? and for you thus to adore 
and ' worſhip theſe Creatures, is not this, think you, Idola- 
try ? 

Likewiſe to call a Crucitix of Man's making, the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which is the Power of God, that crucifies Sin, and the 
Luſt of the Fleſh in the Saints, is not this (think you?) a high 
Crime of Blaſphemy ? And to worſhip and adore this Creature 
of Man's making, 1s not this, think you, the higheſt Idolatry ? 
feeing youown falling down,adoring,and worſhiping,tobe allone 
and the ſame thing. And for a Man to make an Altar, and bow 
to it, is not this the worſt kind of Idolatry, thus to worſhip a 
Creature of Man's making more than the Power of God, Chriſt, 
the Word (revealed): in the Heart? Allelyjah. 

For you to ſet up Holy Dajes, and obſerve Sarts Days, is not 
this (think you) a Preſcription and Impolition of Man, and not 
by God's Command? and maynot we call all theſe days of Man's 
making the Devil's Days (as Jeſus called *Peter, Satan, when he 
favoured more the things of Man than the things of | God) ra- 
ther than the Sairts / wy who ſerved God in the Spirit of 
Truth every Day ? So he that keeps a Day holy to the Lord doth 
well, but he that keeps a day in ſatisfa@ion of the Fleſh, in Chamber- 
ing and Wamtonneſs, doth ill. 

- Thavebincredibly informed, that in Ireland the Roman Gatho- 
licks keep St. Patrick, and St. Peters day, with more Debauchery 


end Drunkenneſs than any other day in the Year ; and I am ſure, 
in E-gland, Holy-Days uſed to be kept and celebrated more te 
T9602; the 
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the honour.of Venws and Bacchws, than to the Service of the only 
holy true God. Alelujah, 

You ſay, Chriſt's Church is Univerſal, and always viſible. I lay, 
Chriſt's Church: is and ever was inviſble to Men. unregenerate, - 
who are not born of the Spirit, (tho never ſo wiſe and prudent 
in natural Things ): I pray, where was the Church viſible when 
"Peter denied Chriſt, and the reſt of his Diſciples forſook him 
and fled > Mat.26.56. And do not you think that theſe things were 
written for our Example, that we ſhould not follow Man, nor + 
the things of Man (in the Unregenerate Eſtate ) in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, but the gracious holy Spirit of God in our Selves, 
; Which whoſoever hath not,is.no-true Chriſtian ? Read Rom. 8, 9, 
\ which Spirit is the Saints only Teacher. /- Allelnjah. 

And, I pray, where was the Church of Chriſt viſible, when 
St. Jets ſaw her (as on Eagles Wings) flee into the Wilderneſs 
to ſave her ſelf from the uſurpation and tyranny of the falſe 
Church, . for 4 time, times, and half a time? where ſhe was ſeen 
and known only to God, fed, and nouriſhed by him, not with 
viſible Bread, but with Bread and Water of Life from Heaven, 
(the true Ele and Blood - of Chriſt) of which the National 


Viſible Church knoweth nothing, which only feed upon out- ©. 


ward carnal viſible Things, ſuch as the Traditions, Preſcriptions, 
and Impoſitions of Met prepare for them : So that all this time 
the True Church and Spouſe of Chriſt lay hid in the Wilder- 
neſs, as a mourning Widow, a City unbuilt, troden. under-foot 
of the Gentiles, cloathed in Sackcloth, whilſt the viſible falſe 
Church fat as a Queen upon the many Waters ; Which Waters, 
faith St. John, were Peoples, Multitudes, Nations, Tongues, and 
Kindreds, whereon the Whore and falſe Prophets ſat, cloathed in 
Purple and Scarlet, and deckt with Gold and precious Stones ;, ins 
fo mmch that all the World wondred, and worſhipped the Whore ana 
falſe, Prophet, ſhe having a golden Cup in her hand, full of the. abo- 
mination of Man's Inventions, which ſhe gave to drink, to the Na- 
tions, to the Tongues, even to all the People that received the Mark 
of the Beaſt, and Number of his Name, (what the Civil Magiſtrate 
1 D impoſed) 
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impoſed) o7 -whon the Whore and falſe Prophet ſat : To ſuch 
| ſhefilled of her Cup, and received them within the Pale of her 
Church ; but for thoſe that refuſed to drink of her abominable 
Cup, and to receive the Mark of the Beaſt, -and Number of his 
Name, (which Number ſtands in things of Man's tnpofing ) 
azainſt fuch, the Beaſt, Whore, and falfe Prophet, proclaimed 
War, and would neither Buy nor Sell with them, but made Laws, 
and perſecuted the True Church, and Members of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to thoſe Laws made by Man, many a thoufand even to 
death. And this came to paſs, that the Prophecy of Daziel 
might be fulfilled, who ſaw the Beaſt, (the (omar Monarch) 
ſhould have purer to ſcatter, td deſtroy, and to make deſolate the 
Holy City,. and Holy People, for a time, times, and half a time 3 
which time is, One thouſand two hundred and ſixty days ; and 
taking a Year for a day, ts, One thouſand two hundred and ſixty 
Tears, He that is wiſe, and ſtandeth in his Lot, (as Daniel did 
V1. the meaſure of God's Holy Spirit, the Lot of Gods Heri- 
tape) knoweth the meaning of the Spirit m thoſe deep' myſteri- 
ous and hidden Things of God 5 in which Spirit it & ſeen, that 
the time, times, ard half a tine is accompliſhed, that the Church 
of Chrift is to ſtay in the Wildernefs, who is coming out of her 
Wilderneſs cordition, out of her mourning Sackeloth, as a Woman 
cloathed with the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and a Crown of Stars upon 
her Head, (the Faithful, Choſen, and truly Sandifted ) and ha- 
_ wing the Moon (all inferior and borrowed Lights) under ber 
Feet, where the Citizens of Siow, the New Feruſatem, have no 
need of a Candle, (or any teaching of Man) for the Lord God 
by. his Inſpiration is their Light ; and they need no other Light, 
but as the Un&ion, the anointing teacheth them, and is the true 
Inward and Infalltble Teaching, in which Light of the Lord God, 
the Nations, that are ſaved, walk. .Allelujah. | 

- Thus you fee when, how, and by whom the ' Apoſtacy from 
the true. Faith and Church of Chriſt came in, and wherein it ſtill 
ſtandeth,even in ſavouring (as Peter did) the things of Man,more 
than the things of God, the inſpiration of his bleſſed holy Spirit. 
Allelnjah. Ard 
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And this Apoſtacy appeared in the Apoſtles days,whereof Peter 
was the Ring-leader, oo be ſeen Gal. 2. 11. when 'Peter dif- 
ſembled, ms forſook Chriſt ( his _— the Rock, the True 
Church and Faith, the Corner-Stone, the ſure Foundation of 
the True Church throughout all Generations, God's Covenant 
of Light to all the World, and his Salvation to the Ends of the 
Earth ; his Talent,and Meaſure of his Holy Spirit of Grace,given 
to every one to profit with z in the which diſobeying ſtands our 
Condemnation, and in obeying of it (tandeth our eternal Salya- 
tion, our Peace and Reſt with God. Allelyjah. 
Thus by Peter's bad Example, the Church of Chriſt had like 
to have bin loſt in the Apoſtacy, had not St. Pax! (that great 
Apoſtle of the Gemtiles ) ſtood in the Gap, in withſtanding Peter 
ſo boldly to his very Face, for this his difſimulation;. which did 
not only draw away the Fews, but *Barnabas. was alſo carried 
away by their diſſamulation ; by their compelling the Geztiles to 
live as did the Fews,they brought a great Schiſm 1ntothe Church, 
and had hke, even at that time, to have carried the whole Church 
into the Apoſtacy, had not St. Pax! withſtood them. - Which 
Apoſtacy afterwards came in by obſerving the Old Law, and 
other Heatheniſh Cuſtoms preſcribed by Man, rather than the 
Commands of God: For did not the Apoſtacy come in by ob- 
ſerving of Days, Months, Times, and Years; by obſerving Holy 
Days, New-Moons, and Sabbath-Days, (or Sundays, fo called 
from the Heathens) ? read Gal. 4. 10. Col. 2.8, 16, 17. Luke 17. 
20. What ado was there about the keeping of Eafter-day, of 
outward Circumciſion, Baptiſm, and Supper f all which were but 
Figures of the Inward: What Quarreling and Diſputes were 
there, even in the Apoſtle's days, about theſe Matters 3 and 
ſoon afterwards between the Arrians, and thoſe of one Subſtance, 
concerning the Nature and Being of Chriſt ? one Biſhop thruſt- 
ing out another, and killing one another about theſe outward 
Things of Man's ſetting up 3 ſuch things wherein the Kingdom 
of God is not found, nor the Church of Chriſt ediffed, but 
much Blood ſpilt, and Humility, =_ and Charity loſt, in _ 
2 itter 
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bitter Diſputes and Conteſts, and all about ſuch beggarly Rudi- 
- ments as theſe 3 which no ways did benefit the Church, but de-- 
ftroy it, in ſo much that thoſe called Chriſtians, were'worle than 
the Heathens in Converſation, and more like their Father the 
Devil, than the Children of God, or Brethren of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Allelnjah, 

And as the Apoſtacy increaſed and waxed ſtrong, by ſavou- 
ring the things of Man, more than the things of God, then came 
in the Abomination which made deſolate, the Obſervation of 
Chriſtmaſi-day, Whitſunday, &c. and other Saints days, both 
Feaſting and Faſting-days ; keeping of Lent ; preſcribing what 
Meats ſhould be eaten, and what not. About this time came in 
alſo Altars,made with mens hands, and brought into the Church to 
worſhip God withal, which in the Old Law was but a ſhadow 
of Chriſt in the Saints, the New Law ; which Atar and Taber- 
- wacle God pitched in Man, and is God's Worknganſhip, and not 
the Work of Man's hand. 

And did not the Apoſtacy bring in .the Sever Sacraments, viz. 
John's Baptiſm, which ſtood in the outward Element of Water, 
1n the place of Chriſt's Baptiſzr, which confiſteth in the operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt in the Saints, the which cleanſeth from Sin, 
and begets the New Man, Chriſt,in them,their Hope and Glory ? 
Alelujah. | 

Did not alſo the Sacrament of the Altar come in with the 
Apoſtacy, conſiſting of carnal Bread and Wine, which are but 
Creatures, turned (you fay ) by the Prieſt's Confecration, into 
the Real Body and Blood of Chriſt ? whereas the Real Body 
_ of Chriſt is not Carnal nor Elementary, but the true Blood that 
came from Heaven, the Blood and Spirit of Chriſt, the Vine, 
and is the true Wine that chears the heart of God and Man ? 
Read Jadges 9. 13. Matth. 26. 29. John 6, 51, 63. which Bread 
and Wine, whoſoever cateth and drinketh, ſhal/ live for ever, as 
it is written, "Behold, I ſtand at the Door, and knock, if any 
Man bear my Viice, and” open the Door (of the Heart) I will 
(faith Chriſt ) come in to hire, and Sup with him, and he with me. 

Which 
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Which Supper is not-an outward carnal cating: and. drinking, as 
the falſe Church ſuppoſeth, but.is a Spiritual cating and drinking, 
to receive Chriſt into our Hearts, and feed on him there, which 
nouriſheth the Soul up into Eternal Life. Aleljah, Read Jobr 
6.27,33,48,51,57,63.'Rev.3.20.. | Rr: A: 
he other Five Sacraments, as Confirmation, Penance, Orders, 
Marriage, Extream Undion ;, are theſe, think you, or the two 
former, more a Sacrament, Similitude, or Repreſentation of Chriſt; 
than the meaneſt Animal that God hath made? And where doth 
the Scripture call theſe, or any one of. them, a Sacramert £ Is not 
Chriſt the Beginning and End of all God's Works, figured out 
by a Lion, a Lamb, yea, by every thing that hath Lite ? (Is he 
not the Roſe of Sharon, and the Lilly of the Valleys) yea, by. 
things that have no Life ; For is not Chriſt the Dopr, and Way to 
God ? And may not we as. well bow down and worſhip God is 
theſe things, as in any of theſe Seven Sacraments ? - And to fall 
down' and worſhip, by a Picture, the Image or Likeneſs of 
God the Father, God the Sor, and God the Hoy Ons whe- 
ther thus bowing or _worſhiping God, through the Work of 
Man's hands, be not the higheſt kind of Idolatry, and contrary 
to God's Commandment in the Old Law, and much more con- 
trary tothe New, which is, to worſhip God jn the Spirit of Truth 
only? Allelujah. Fa v0. 3 
I pray, was it not after the Apoſtaeycame 1n, that Men built 
Churches, calling them the Houſe of God, the Church, and Temple 
of God? and worſhipping God in theſe Temples made with 
hands, (after the Old Law) and in ſach outward Obſeryarions 
as Man invented, preſcribed,: and impoſed, in _whieh God.1s. not 
found,- nor is an outward thing, made by Man, the pes of hs 
Habitation? read Ads 7.48. Bat it fareth with falſe Chriſtians 
in the Apoſtacy, as it did with falfe Jews in the Prophet Hoſea's 
Time, read Hl: 8. 14. when 1ſrael had forgotten his eMaker, they” 
built Temples, thinking to pleaſe God in ſo doug, ( as Chriſtians 
do) ; But God dwelleth not in Temples .made with hands; the true 
Temple wherein God is pleaſed to dwell, is the ſandified Heart, as 


you 
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you may read YFohe 19:21. fe. 66./2. 2 Cor. 6.16. Rev. 21. 3, 
: 0 A bh as your Tranflation hath it, Fohz 1, 14. The 
ord was made Fleſh, and dwelt in #s : Such are the only true 
Chuzch of God, -in'whom Chriſt dwelleth bodily,who hat now, 
as ever he had, a Spiritual Body, and makes the Saints, (by a 
new Birth) even in this World, ſuch as he is in Heaven, read 
1 Jobz 4. 17. Allelujab. | 
* And when came in Prayers in an unknown Tongue ? I confeſi, 
a Zeal there may be in ſych Service, but without knowledg of 
what men. want, or ask, or feeling of God's Preſence, or Faith 
in what they ask, nor can there be a hope of Return or Anſwer 
from God ; ſo that ſuch Prayers are altogether vain and fruitleſs, 
| Ho better thay, what the Heathens make, (that know not 
as bein burger (as yours are) by: their Prieſts and 
Teachers. K orſhip invented by Man ( wanting the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit) can never find acceptance with God ; for un- 
lefs our Prayers proceed from a true repentant Heart, from a 
new Heart, -and a right Spirit, which God giveth every Man to 
profit with, that trply, deſires to''forfake Sin, and to have Sin 
pardoned, all other Prayers prevail nothing with God, though 
never {Þ many out of cuſtom, or never ſo good words. preſcri- 
bed by Man; proceeding from an —_— Heart, not born 
agaig of, the Spirt of Love to Truth and Righteauſheſs, as, Lord 
WC Meru, ws, or, Chrift have Mercy upon #s, or never ſo 
many Pater Nyſters, or Ave Maries, &c, I fay, all ſuch Prayers, 
not proceeding from the Spirit, are accounted by God' vain Re- 
petitions, which he abhors 3 and he accepts no other Prayers but 
. What proceeds from his own” Spirit of ' Grace, ſuch he accepts, 
(knowing the nebing of the Spirit) though uttered by a Sigh 
ora Groan. Allah. 
 _ And when came in Holy Water, hallowing natertal Churches, 
- Baptizing of Bells,with many other ſuch-like Jewiſh and Heathenifh 
Obſervatians, came not theſe in with the Apoſtac ? for. in the 
ps, wo. (when God's Holy Spirit was the Teacher, Leader, 
and Sanaifier of the Faithful) it was not ſo. And had not you 
© | theſe 


þ 


4- 


= — 


| with the Apoſtacy ? And = may not the Pops be: as fallible, and 
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theſe from the Jews, or froth the Heatheys # for: amofig trite 
Chriſtiens the Worſhip ſtood not in fach outward beggarly Ru- 
diments, but in the Spirit of Truth, the Law.jo the Heart, the 
New Covenant, which circumciſeth and purifieth the Heart. 
, Allelyjah. Read John 4. 21,2 

And did not the Name of * op Holy Father the Pope, Chriſt's 
Vicar, *Peter's Suceefſor, Univer ! "Biſhop, and | Peter's Perjor, 
the "Rook, whireon (you ſay) Chriſt's Church 3s built,  cam6 not 
theſe ih with the Apeſiacy * And did riot-the-4poftacy. create 
Lord-Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, made by a' carnal Ordittance 
of Man, and not by the Holy Ghoſt, as all-the Mirtiſters-of Cheift 
ever wete ? -_:;; 

And; whion, came in forbidding to Merry, ad, ſhutting * it 
Monaſterits and Nuneries that they ſhould not Matry# And were 
it'not better to marry, and live chaſt with a Wife, than to buen 
1a Luſt ? 'as Have bin credijbly informed by forme Merchants that 
lived ip Portugalwho bad ſuch devout Nams to betheir Miſtrefles; 
45 afted-thoſe'abominable. thirigs, both by way of writing, and 
ſendinig Signs atid Tokens: of thee burti Luſt to: their :Lo+ 
vers, as 8 not fit to be once named among Chriſtiers. . And have 
ou not read in Hiſtories, how that the Pope's Liza, ſent: inte 
England againſt married Prieſts, was hill r wr et wh a 
Harlot 2 And: is it not better, and-a leſs fm, to: marry, \than'td * 
live in Whoredom, which d both ' Body and Sow ? as its 
written, Prov.23.27. Epheſ.5.5. Heb.t3:4. Rev.21: 8. & 22. 15: 
*Alſo that abundance of Sculls, and: Bones of new-born Childres, 
have bin found in the Motes and Ditahes! beloriging to Numnerres, 
when cleanſed. And is it not thierefore/ (as:$t;\Paid faith)” the 
Doirine of Devils that preacheth Marriage ( winch'is an Otrda- 
_ nance of- God, and one of your L—— ) to be finfyl* and 
" are not ſuch Doors, and Teachers, LL you). guilty ofthe 
Abominations committed .in thoſe Naxrweries, and: polluting of 


thetr Neighbour's a9as, 5 -Bed by Moxks and: Friatsd' 8. 
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fall as Peter did, by -ſaveuring the Things of Man, more than the 
Revelations of God'? And I have read in Hiſtories, that there 
have bin many wicked: Popes; and ſometimes no Pope in {ome 
' at all;. and-at other times three |Azti-Popes, one again(t the'other, 
endeavouring to murther and'deſtroy each other. - And did nor 
St. Cyprian and Pope Stephen excommunicate each other ? And, I 
pray, was not the- Church of Rome without a Head when there 
was no Pope;*as'oft: it» hapned. 1n ſeveral Intervals, as in Amo 
1243: Anno 1272 /atidi! Anno 1316. And. a Church without a 
Head:'cahhot be" Chriſt's Church 3 nor can. any Man, fave the 
New Man,” (that is -born ' of the Spirit) be Head of Chriſt's 
Church, whoſe Members are made of Living Stones, - Ele& and 
Pretious's 'And how car} that Body live and fubfiſt, that is with- 
out-a Head"? Arid if the Church of Rome have a wicked Pope 
as oft it hapned ) for their Head, that cannot be Chrifts Church, 

r the Head of Chriſt's Church, and his Members (the New Man 

in the Saints)! are all Pure, Holy, and Righteous, even as God 
the Father is/Pure, Holy, and'Righteous ;' and ſuch a:Head and 
Metmnbers,as are'not Holyand Pure,is the' Falſe Chnrch, the Body of 
Antichriſt, the Synagogue of Satan, and Children of their Father the 
Devil, whoſe Works they do, who *: their Head, and governs them. 
; :And. when came in Man's making of Saints, viſiting and wor- 
ſhipping thair:Tombs, (their Reliques,and Shrines; fach as Thomas of 
Becket, Nrchi-Biſhop of Cazterbury, who was a great Champion 
for the Clergie; the - Church of Rome, and a great Rebel to his 
Prince ? 1'pray tell-me, Whether any comers to theſe things are 
madethe more holy-and-perfe& by the uſe of them (as appear- 
ing to the Conſcience')- Or, do they take away the guilt of Sin 
m the Conſcience, whilſt-the Witneſs of God condemns? I fay, 
nothing beſides the Grace 'or Spirit of God in the Heart, the 
Blood of Chriſt,can give Repentance, and ſprinkle the Conſtience 
from dead Works to. ſerve the f ;ving God. Allelujah. 

And who brought in piows Fraxds, ſetting forth falſe Miracles, 
never truly wrought, &c. for piows Ends 2 Is not this Man's Wit- 
dom, a Lie, and contrary to the Wiſdom and Truth of God ? : 
Oy "2 ey "WE BE A 


[25] 
And when came in your Index Expurgatorivs, wherem Books 
are purged or condemned' that ſet forth the Prince's Right over 
the Clergy in Temporals ; alſo expunging out of Ancient Fa- 
thers, and Decrees of Councils, what you like not ? | 
Who invented the Maſ5-Book, Invocation, and *Prayers to the 
Saints departed, for the Living, and for the Dead £ Were theſe 
things brought into the Church from the beginning, and by the 
Command of God, or in the dark night of Apoſtacy, 'by Man's 
preſcription, when the falſe Church, the Whoze, and falſe Pro- 
phet ruled, after the True Church was fled into the Wildernefs, 
out of the {ight and reach of them that ſought todevour her?And, 
can Prayers prevail with God, that are invented by Man,which do 
not proceed from the Spirit of God? which Prayer is heard in 
all that it asketh. But Prayers made by ( and proceeding from ) 
Man in the Fall, in the unregenerate ſtate, are an abomination 
to the Lord : for God heareth not Sinners, but hears and anſwers 
them only, who (by Chriſt's mediation in our hearts) truly re- 
pent, hate, and forſake their Sn, and who are Regenerate, and 
born again of his Spirit, and that pray in the Power and De- 
monſtration of this Spiritual Birth 3 ſuch, and only ſuch 
(though in a Groan, or Sigh ) God the Father hears, anſwers, 
-and ſhews Mercy unto, according as they defire. Alelujah. 
And when was Purgatory found out, a Place to purge the Souls 
of Men that repert not, but live and die in Treſpaſſes and Sins £2 
Had ye not this from the Fews, or from Man in the Fall ? I de- 
clare, and ſay, as I am a Prieſt of God in the New Covenant of 
Grace, That thereis no other *Pxrgatory, ( neither inthis World, 
nor in any other World to come) ſave the Blood of Chriſt, the 
Lamb of God, ſlain by Sin ever ſince the Foundation of the 
World ; even when Cain killed innocent Abel, then did Chriſt 
(who was before Abraham was) ſuffer in Abel ; which Blood of 
Chriſt (the New Covenant) cries for vengeance againſt and. 
upon all that ſpill it, and upon all that crucife the Lord of 
Life, and ſuch as refiſt and quench God's Holy Spirit of Grace 
in 'themſclves, the only one m——_ and Mediator between 
God 
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God-and Man, the Samts only Redeemer, - SanQtifier, -and Savi- 
our. * Adelijah. | . 

-. And-woee be'to them from the Lord God, under whoſe Skirts = 
is found the Blood of the Souls of the poor Innocent, the Church 
of Chniſt, whom hehath purchaſed, waſhed, and cleanſed with 
his own Blood, his own Light and Life in themſelves, which the 
Faithful eat and drink, _ 1s the Blood of Sprinkling, which 
ſpeaketh better things than did the Blood of Abe/, (whoſe Blood 
crieth for vengeance againſt them that ſpill it) : which Blood of 
Chriſt, God's Spirit of Grace, is that which waſheth and cleanſeth 
true Believers from all Sin 5 and which Blood redeems up to 
God, out of the Fall,- mto Abraham's Bofom, the Habitation of 
the Faithful, where God's Honour and Glory dwelleth. Thus 
God's Spirit only is that which purifieth and redeemeth the Soul |, 
from all pollution of Fleſh and Spirit. Amer. Allelujah. As it is 
written, 1ja.i.25. Pſal.51.7. eMal.3.3. Prov.16.6. 1 Pet.1.22,23, Þ} 
1 Fohn 3.3. 

And this I have further to fay to the Church of Rome, both to. 
the Clergie and Laity, That whoſoever amongſt them hath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt to waſh and- cleanſe, and to lead them into 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, is no true Chriſtian, no true Member 
of Chriſt's Church z nor can be ſaved, or inherit the Kingdom of 
Heavens, as it is written John 3.3. Rom.8.9,11. 1 Cor. 2. 10. and 
12; E3. 2 Cor.13. 5.. | 

Who made *'Pariſh-Churches, ſupplying them with *Pariſh- 
Prieſts, (made by a carnal Ordinance of Man) and fet forth *' 
Tithes, forcing the payment of them by carnal Weapons, the: 
Magiſtrate's Sword, (no Goſpel-way of maintenance) ? For as 
Chriſt's Miniſters receive freely of his fulneſs, Grace for Grace ; 
they give : and where only they ſow Spiritual Things, of them. 
they reap Carnal, without Hire, or for filthy Lucre, much leſs by 
force of Man's Law. For moſt certainly this forced Maintenance 
was a thing of Man's Inſtitution, and brought in by the falſe 
Church, the Whore, the fa!ſe Prophet, riding the Beaſt ( the 
Civil Magiſtrate) i» the dark nigtt. of Apoſtacy, after the True 
| | hurch; 
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Church was fled into the Wilderneſs, not ſcen of Man; but well 
known of God, and whoſe Life was hid in/Chriſt with God." 
Allelujah. | JS 

- And when wete Indalgencer and. Pardons brought» by .the - 
"Pope's © Bulls 2' and when Limbus Patrum and Proceſſzons on Palut-1 
Sunday ? &c. Were theſe things the Command of God, or the: 
Command of Man ? known or praiſed by the Primitive Sainte, 
or came they in in the dark Night of Apoſtacy, after the Trae: 
Chureh'was fled into the Wilderneſs, yea, ornay? - 5.0 nod vv 

Who brought in, or when'came 4h the Inquiſition,” that takes 
away Mens Lives for Opinion's fake 2 Was this Chriſtian like, by 
God's Command, or by Man's (think you? ) 

And was not the Fewiſb JE in by Bomface the third, 
more to increaſe the Riches, and to ſhew'the outward /Pomp of 
the Chirch of Rome, than by any Command or Exanipletof Chriſt 
for the ſame ? GEE) 4 

And did not Chriſt foretel, That many ſhould come in his 
Namie {but not in his Spirit) falſe Chriſts, and fulfe Prophets, and 
ſhould deceive many? and thoſe were they that':tame” it: Sheeps 
cloathing, (outwardly ſeeming holy) but i=mardly were rautnvgs 
Wolves, deſtroying all that differed from them, or refuſed to're- 
ceive their Mark, their outward Superſtitions and ſhews of Ho- : 
lmef';- arid thotigh-roved from the” $pirit of God, yet ſpake 
good words'of Truth, by which they deceived the Hearts of the 
Simple, -arid brought inthe OldICovenant, . which was bue 
a Type, Figure, - aad Shadow» of the New;:(ſtanding in out-. 
ward obſervations) which ſhadow of the Old;drove outthefubl- 
ſtance/ of the New Covenant (Chriſtin Spirit) 5. whith New: 
Covenant ſtands in the tnward Spifiruat Grace) the Whed inthe 
Heart. And was not this bringing i:the Old;' and ſertmy; up the 
Old, a denying Chriſt the' New to be'come m the fleth of the 
Saints, the new and living Way ? $06 that whoſoever 'comes to 

God, muſt come by; .through;and-in him, - who is 1he> Wy, "the 
Truth, and Life of God. Allelujah. IICTICLGA 
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- {And 1h this roving from 'the- Spirit, and ſetting up the Old” 
Law of outward Obſervations, conſiſt the many Avtichriſts- 
St. Fohn ſaw, who ſaid, Ton have heard that Antichriſt ſhould. 
came, aud. now are there many Antichriſts : Even all Man's Pre- 
ſcripions, and Impoſitions, not being the Spirit's teachings, are 
Amtichriſts ; the many falſe Spirits, which do not feed, but devour 
the Flock of Chriſt, by bringing in. the Old Law, and other beg- 
y. Rudiments and Inventions of Man's Wiſdom, which is the 
Whore and falſe Prophet, which ſerves to.no.other end, than to. 
raze out the Revelation of God, tn the Conſciences of Men, to 
cmcifie-the Lord. of Life, (the Spirit of Chriſt) in, refiſting his, 
Spirit of Grace, and. ſpeaking evil. of the Spirit, which is the 
higheſt Blaſphemy, not; to. >y eta in this World, nor in the 
orld to come. Allelnjah. 
Thus the Univerſal Church of Rome may know, by examining 
themſelves,whether they are in the Apoſtacy,in the fall-with Peter #. 
or, whether-they are in the Reſtoration with Peter, when the Church 
of.Rome was ſorenowned and guided by the Spintand Revelation: 
of God? ©. Or whether led by Tradnions, Preſcriptions, and: 
Impoſitions of Man ?- and.as the Univerſal Church of, Rome may 
know whether they are built on Chriſt, the Rock, Peter's Faith, . 
that never-failed , or on Peter's Perſon, that ſo eaſily fell, (againſt. 
which. the Gates of Hell-prevaited;) even ſo may every indivi-. 
dual Perſon in the Church of Rewe, know whether they be in the. 
txue Faith of Chriſt, or inthe falſe Faith?: for. the true Faith- 
worketh by Love; punifieth the Heart, and deſtroys. the Works. 
of the Devil in Men 3. it-worketh Miracles, it removeth Moun-. 
tains-of Sin, crucifieth the Fleſb\with, its. Deeds, and raiſeth the: 
Soul, dead in Treſpaſies and: Sins, out, of the Grave, enabling , 
the Soul to bring forth the Fruits. of. the Spirit. Thus wonder-. 
fully doth Faith. in Chriſt, (the Gift of my work. in every 
one that truly. believes.3- Read Ads 15. 9. oMat.17. 20. Rom., 


12. 3., 1 Cor. 12,9. Heb. 1242. eMark,16.17. 1 John 3.8, Al-. 
lglujah. | | 
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By this time your ſelves may anſwer Dr. *Bayley's Challenge, 
who faith, The Church of Rome was once an excellent flouriſhmg 
eMother-Church. This Charch (Gith he) could not ceaſe to be ſuch, 
bY ſbe muſt fall either by Apcſtacy, Hereſy, or Schiſm. To which 
I anſwer, Chriſt's Church in Fer»/alexz and in Antioch were Mother- 
Churches before Rome; and in Corinth, Galatia, Epheſus, Phi- 
lippe, C elf Theſſalonice, and the Church among the Hebrews, 
were all flouriſhing Chriſtian Churches, . but. now not viſible as 
to Man's Eye.. 

And how. was Rome the eMother-Church, whilſt the Popes kept 
their Reſidence in Avignon for ſeventy Years together ? Never- 
theleſs God. knoweth who are his amongſt them all ; for as 
St. Peter faith, A&s 10. 34. All of every Nation, Sed, and People, 
thoſe that fear God, and work Righteouſneſs, are accepted with 
him, whether Jews. or Gentiles, Barbarians or Scythians, they 
are all one in Chriſt, . the Truth ; they that walk in the Truth, . 
walk in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſuch . the Truth makes freely accepted 
with God. AMleljah. 

Though I take not upon me to. know, Whether the preſent 
Church of Rome are Members of Chriſt's Body, whereof himſelF 
(the Spirit of the Father) is only Head ; or the Synagogue of 
Satan, the Children of the Devil their Father, in whom he rules 
and guides who do his Wotk. Yet this I declare, That every 
one 1n themſelves may perfetly know whether they belong to 
the True or Falſe Church, to God or the Devil. If you do but 
examine your ſelves, Whether Chriſt, the Word in the Hearr, 
the Revelation of God by. the Spirit of Truth, the. Light of 
Chriſt, his Spirit of Grace be. Head in you, leadinggou into 
Truthand Righteouſneſs, brin ing forth the Fruits of the Spirit? 
which Fruits are evident : read Gal.5. 22. Epheſ. 5. 9.; Or whe- 
ther the Spirit of Satan be Head, leading into Lying, -Swearing, 
Whoredom, Fornication, Adultery, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſnels, 
Idolatry, Hatred, Variance, Wrath, Strife, Pride, -Seditions, 
Hereſies,. Envyings, Murthers, . Drunkenneſfs, Revilings, and : 


ſuch like, Now. your own ſelves, every one in particular, rs 
cle. 
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theſe things to be Fruits of the Fleſh, proceeding from Man in 
the Fall, unregenerate, and are Earthly, Senſual, and Deviliſh ; 
And know ye not, to whom you yield your ſelves Servants to olgy, 
his Servants ye are, whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience ty 
Righteouſneſs 2 alſo, that the Wages of Sin is the death of the Soul ; 
and he that ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall reap Corruption : for if ye live 
after the Fleſh, your Souls ſhall die, but if through the Spirit you 
mortify the Deeds of the Fleſh, you ſhall lIrve. Finally, my Brethren, 
whether the Spirit of God that revealed to Peter the Things of 
God, be Head in you? or, the Spirit of Satan, which Ied Peter 
into the Fall, into the Schiſm, into Hereſy, into the Apoſtacy, be 
Head, which Spirit is the Spirit of Antichriſt, the which exalts 
many Inventions, his Preſcriptions, and Traditions above the In- 
ſpiration and Revelation of God? So try your ſelves, examine 

your ſelves, Know you net, your own ſelves, that unleſs Chriſt 
{the Spirit of the Father ) be i you, you are Reprobates, as con- 
cerning the true Faith, and cannot think a good Thought, much 
leſs work a good Work? and that it is he Gy his Spirit of Grace 
Which is given to every one to profit withal) that works all good 
in us, both to will and to do of his good pegare as1t 1s written, 
Phil. 2. 13. Iſa. 26. 12. Rom.8,9,10,11. 1 Cor.12.7. 2Cor.1o,11. 
2 Cor.1.21,22. Gal.5 16.22. & 13.5. And whether the Conrt of 
Rome hath not uſed as much worldly Policy to obtain Saveraign- 
ty and Dominion in the Earth, as any Earthly Prince whatſo- 
ever? He that will reſolve this Queſtion, let him read the Hiftory 
of the Council of Trent, and other French Hiſtories, written by 
Members of the Gallical Church. And whether with their good 
Words affd fair Speeches, "they have.not got. into the Hearts'and 
Coriſciences' of ſimple People, perſwading them to' believe the 
Pope to be Head of the Church, and Vicar of Chrift 2 And when the 
Net hath thus catched and brought into this Faith, is it not' eaſy 
to make Merchandice of ſuch Souls, and alſo to. command their 
Bodies and Purſes, who believe "Peter's Key can open and ſhut 
Heaven, when, and to whomſoever "Peter's Vicar and Succeſſor 
pleaſeth ? And what hath thus bin got by "Peter's Net, hath it 
not 
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not bin kept, and added to, by Man's Carnal Weapons, which 
are not the Weapons of Chriſt, nor of his Apoſtles nor Follow- 
ers? read 2 Cor. 10. 4. Jobn 18. 36. as by woful experience 
many Emperors, Kings, and Princes in Exrope have found, to 
their great loſs both of Blood and. Treaſure, in purſuing and 
fubduufgthe}Valdenſes and Albigenſes, Excommunicated Ar.1250 3 
and in acting againſt 7 oh» Hſe, Jerome of Prague, Fobn Wickliff, 
and Sir John Oldcaſtle 3 as allo againſt the "Proteſtants ' in Ger- 
many, Holland,and Flanders,with thoſe Maſlacred at *Paris by the 
=_ called) Holy League ;, and ſince by the inhumane Maſlacre in 

reland, 1640; even againſt all thoſe that have adventured to: 
withſtand the Pride, Uſurpation, Avarice and Tyranny of the 
Court of Rome, and that gain-ſaid ſuch DoGrines and Practices as 
were brought in by the Apoſtacy, contrary to the New Covenant 
and Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, more ſuvouring the things and. Inſti- 
tutions of Man, than th: Commands of God. 

T have read in Story, That the Pope, as he is Head of the 
Church, uſurps Authority over the Lives, Eſtates, and Conſci- 
ences of Emperors, Kings and People, to ſect up and pull down 
whom he thinks meet 3 witneſs the Emperors of. Germany, King 
John of England, Henry the Third and Fourth of France, and 
the Pope's Bull againſt Queen Elizabeth ; and thatit 1s no fin to- 
kill Hereticks, nor to Abſolve Subjects from their Oaths to their 
Soveraign ; and therefore they Commiſſtionate, Indulge, - Par- 
don, and. open Heaven Gates to. ſuch as are imployed in theſe 
Services. 

And if you fay, Thoſe things were acted and donefor advance- 
ment of Religion, (called by you Piows Fraxds.) I anfwer, and 
ſay, That he that doth evil that good may come of it, walks not in 
God's way, but in the Counſel of the ungodly, and bears not the 
leaſt ſimilitade or hkeneſs to a True Chriſtian, or the True 
Catholick, Church of Chriſt, but carries the Image of. the Falle- 
Church, the Beaſt, the Whore,. and falſe Prophet, which leads 
to the Chambers of Death, and. is not the way to Life Eternal. 


And: 
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*And is not this to apoſtatize, and to fall from'the Faith > Was 
the ſaying of Pope Pize the Fifth, That neither Faith nor Oaths 
are to kept-with Infidels, morelike a Chriſtian or a Heathen ? And 
when did Popes undertake to abſolve Subjefts from their Oaths 
to Soveraigns, as Pope Alexander the Third diſcharged Thomas 
Becket £ 4 And 1s it not recorded, how that Popts who ſwore 
 t#40 Emperors and 'Kings, &c. ſeldom kept their Faith with them ? 
And doth not Story inform, that there have bin many Schiſms 
' and Hereſies in the Church of Rome, even in the very Head 
thereof, Pope againſt Pope, and Popes againft Councils, and 
Popes againſt Emperors and Kings, fighting, -deſtroying, and 
excommunicating each other? 
' Were not+Pope Formoſws's Orders annulled by his Succeſſors ? 
And what Divitionshave there bin betwixt the * Biſbops and the 
Monaſtick Orders 2 and what Quarrels have bin betwixt the Re- 
gulars and Seculars in England £ as at this day in France, betwixt 
ray Wir and:whole Gallican Church, and Theological Faculty 
4n *Paris againſt the Feſnits, who taught, that the Pope was In- 
Fallible, and conld not err, &c. So endeavouring to bring © the 
-Church of France in ſubjection to the Court of Rome 3 which 
thing had it taken effe&t, would not only have wrought a great 
Schiſm in the Gallican Church, (as it hath done in other King- 
-doms) but alſo bred a great Diviſion 1n the State, betwixt the 
King and his Subje&s ; in which Diviſion Ceſer would have loſt 
amuch of his due, by the ſubtilty and encroachment of the Court 
of 'Rome, contrary to Chriſt's Example and Commands ; read 
eMat.22.21. John 18. 36. who would have his Followers, ot to 
mind earthly things, but ſubmit to the Civil Powers, (even in things 
contrary to Law) to every Ordinance of Man, in Civil things, 
For the Lord's ſake, or for Love and Peace fake ; as did our blel- 
{ed Saviour, Mt. 17. 26,27, Phil.2.5. 1 Cor.2.16. Rom. 12, 16. 
-with 13. 2. 1 Pet.2. 13, 14. Thus to follow the Example and 
:Command of Chriſt, in giving Ceſar his due in things Civil and 
Iemporal.z and Ceſar, 1n-giving God his due to Rule in the 
| Hearts and Conſciences of his Subjects, in things Spiritual and 
| Eternal, 
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Eternal, (not impoſing with Carnal Weapons) will moſt cer» 
tainly bleſs the World with much happineſs. Mlelujah. 

And did not St. Cyprian and Exſebivs ſay, That when the *Pa- 
ſtors were got into Worldly Pomp, and had loſt Piety; and when 
their Chalices were of Gold, they had but Wooden "Prieſts, in which 
eſtate the Gates of Hell prevailed over the Church £ And when Con- 
ſtantine gave much to the Church, whether a Voice from Hea- 
ven was not-heard to ſay, Now is Poiſon cait into the Church 2 
And whether all thoſe great Revenues given to the Church by 
King Pepir, and Charles the Great, were not re-given by Pope 
Leo the Eighth to Otho the Emperor ? And were it not better 
for the Church of God, that Prieſts ſhould miniſter freely the 
Things of God, as all Chriſt's Miniſters did, and not for Hire, 
or filthy Lucre, or compulſive Maintenance, as the. World's 
Miniſters (made by Man) do? I leave to the Witneſs of God 
in all to judg. 

What Differences have bin betwixt the Biſhop of Conſtantino- 
ple, and the Biſhop of Rowe 2 And was not Pope Honorizs con- 
demned by a General Council for Hereſy ? And have there not 
bin great Diviſions betwixt the Clergy, the Souldiers and Citi- 
zens of Rome, about chufing of Popes ? and was not the right 
for Confirming Popes, in the Emperors, till Ano 633 > And 
were not Biſhops and Prieſts in the Primitive Time one and the 
ſame, and of like Authority 2 Whether the Pope be more Vicar 
or Lieutenant of Chriſt, than the Church and People that choſe 
him 2? And whether Emperors and Kings did not at firſt ſet up 
Popes, long before Popes came to be ſo pn_ to ſet up Kings 
and Emperors, and to diſplace them at pleaſure > Did not Popes 
get their Dominion over Princes by Policy, Force, and Excom- 
munications ? And when Princes were at Diſcord one with the 
other, did not Popes come to Reign over them by that means ? 
And was it not the Policy of Rowe to engage the Temporal 
Sword to maintain Spiritual Religion ? and when, by this means, 
Emperors and Kings grew weak, then were they neceſſitated to 
take in with the Popes, which _= Rome grow more Song 
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and powerful, and themſelves weaker and weaker. But when 
Emperors and Kings ſhall ceaſe afſiſting the Spiritual with their 
Temporal Swords, whether then the Pope will have more Au- 
thority in Chriſtendonr, than now at C onſlantivople ? or than Jack 
Cade' and Wat Tyler in England, or John of Lezden at Munſter 2 
And whether it was wiſdom in Princes to admit the Pope to. 
Rule both Swords, the Temporal and the Spiritual 2 And whe- 
ther this hath not bred great troubles in Chriſtendom, the day 
that is approaching will make manifeſt 2 Laſtly, Whether 
Preſcriptions and Impoſitions of Popes, Prelats, and other the 
Clergy, (the People yiclding Obedience thereunto)) have not 
taken away all ſenſe of Conſcience towards God, as alſo. of 
Chriſt's Commands in Spirit ? And whether this be not to Apo- 
{tatize from that Faith once delivered to. the Saints ? I leave to 
the Witneſs of God in every Man to judg and determine. Al- 
lelujah. 

Conalnly it was a true ſaying of that good Pope Sylveſter, 
when Conſtantine the Emperor endowed the Church with great 
Riches ; Now, ſaid he, is Poiſon caſt into the Ghurch :: Which 
ſince hath ſo proved, for what hath bin given, and what them- 
ſelves have taken by Carnal Weapons, and Worldly Policies, . 
hath enabled them to give | Troubles to the State Tempo- 
ral and Civil,. than any Difterence meerly. Worldly and Carnal 
hath cauſed betwixt Prince and Prince. And:doth not this 
: plainly ſhew, that ſuch. a State or Church, (as hath brought ſo 
great a Curſe over God's Creation where-ever it hath bin recei- 
ved) is not Chriſt's Church, whoſe Church and Kingdom is-not 
of this World ? who loved his-Enemies, and'came to.fave Mens. 
. Lives, and not to deſtroy them. So by their Fruits all Men may 
know the True Church from the Falſe, the Church of Chriſt from: 
Antichriſt's Church. 

As I am a Prieſt of God, after the Order of Melchiſedeck , 
(who was of the Order of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the 
Spirit) without Carnal” Father, or Carnal Mother 3. I fay, as 1 
am a Prieſt of God, ordained by having Chriſt Jeſus in me,. my. 
Prieſt: 
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Prieſt, my Prophet, my King, I have fomething from God, my 
Father, to the high and -mighty Men of the Earth, in whoſe 
hands the Almighty God hath placed the Rule and Government 
of things Terreſtrial, as his Vicegerents 1n all the Earth, to them 
I bumbly make this Requeſt 3 Firſt,” T hat they would look up 
unto him' who beſtowed on them this great Honour and Glory, 
and acknowledg him God of Gods, King of Kings, and Lord 
over all Lords. Alelnjah. 

Next, that they would ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof ; which having found, I moſt humbly in- 
treat them to adore, worſhip, and ſerve the Lord our God there- 
in and therewith ; which Worſhip only ſtands in the Spirit of 
Truth (the Spirit of Grace given to every one to profit withal); 
which Worſhip the Omnipotent Lord God will accept, and no 
other Service nor Worſhip, but what proceeds from a pure fin- 
cere Heart, to the Commands of Chriſt in Spirit (the Word in 
the Heart.) And that none may be ignorant what this Kingdom of 
God is, and wherein-it doth conſiſt, and where it 1s to be found, 
I moſt humbly offer, and fay, The Kingdom of God ſtands not 
in-any outward Obſervation of Man's preſcription, but is placed 
within every Man, a Light to lighten the Gertiles, and to be 
God's Salvatian to the Ends of the Earth 5 which Light is called 
the Word in the Heart, Chriſt, the On@ion, the Meſſiah, the Anoin- 
ted of the Lord 5 which-God in his great Love to the World hath 
given to, and inevery Man a Talent to profit withal, that fo 
every Man in it might work out his own Salvation 3 the which 
as it is received and obeyed, giveth power to repent and for- _ 
lake Sin, and leadeth into Truth and Righteouſneſs; and thereby 
we become the Sons of God, being led by his Spirit. This Ta- 
lent inScripture isalſo called by divers Names, viz. The Grace of 
God which appeareth to and in every one, teaching thoſe that love his 
appearance, to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lyſts, &c. It is alſo 
called, A Meaſure of the Spirit, given to every to profit with x 
alſo Truth in the. inward Parts, the Word in the Heart, Chriſt, the 
New Birth, and New Creature ; God's Covenant of Light and Life 
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fo all the World, who is the Light of the World, and doth enlighten 
every one that cometh into the World, and ſo-is God's Salvation tothe 
Ends of the Earth ; the way to God and Godlineſs, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, and followeth hins faithfully, ſhall have Life Ever- 
laſting. Allelujah. Read Dent. 30. 11, &c. with Rom,10.6, &c. 
Iſa. 42. 6. & 49. 6. & 57.10. & 54.13. & 60.3. Jer. 3x. 3, &c: 
with Heb.8.8,8&c. John 1.9. 1 Cor.12.7. Tit.2.11. | 

And this Light of Life, the Kingdom of God within every 


Man, is compared to oy things in Scripturez He i the Lamb of 
a 7 


God, (not the Pope's Agnus Dei) that taketh away the Sins of 
the World : the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; the Spirit of Truth,that leads 
into all Trath : and the one thing only needful is, that we hear 
and obey the Spirit of Truth, and our Souls ſhall *lrve. Alle- 
bujah. | 

"This Kingdom of God is likewiſe compared to a grain of My- 
ftard-Seed, fown in the Heart of every Man by God'3 the Seed of 
' Abraham, which Seed is Chriſt,the Light of the World ; alſo the 
Kingdom of God is compared to Leaver placed ina Man's Heart, 
ſufficient to leaven the whole Lump (from the-leaven of Malice 
and Uncharitableneſs) into a lamp of: Truth, and Love to- 
Righteouſneſs ; which Leaven is the Bread from Heaven, which 
nourifheth the Souls of 'true Believers into- Eternal Life. AMle- 

ah, 
Tin you ſee what the Kingdom of God' is, where it 1s to. be: 
found, and the blefled Effe&ts it produceth in. all that receive 
God's Heavenly Gift, andare found walking therem 3 and when 
ye know and feel this Kingdom of God in the movings thereof 
to be within-you 3 in the next place, my moſt humble requeſt 
and advice is, That you would thenceforth ſeek the Raghteouſ- 
neſs thereof, and walk in the ſame all the days of your Life ; 
in which you will find Peace with God, Joy in your own Spi- 
rits, and good Will from and to all Men : but as-you do under- 
value this Szeall Seed, ( the true Light and: Spirit of Grace, the- 
Gift of God) and prefer this preſent evil World (Man's Pre- 
ſcriptions, Traditions, and Impoſitions) above it. then a Woe 


and. 
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| anda Curſe fromGod to your Souls and Bodies, in your Basket, 


and in your Store ; but walking in the Righteouſneſs of God's 


. Kingdom, you will know how to give God his due,and to pleaſe 


him 1n things Spiritual and Temporal. If you leave the Conſci- 
ence of your Subjects to God alone, for him to rule and guide, 
which is God's due, then will God give to Ceſar his due, vis, 
the Hearts of his Subje&s, to obey their Soveraigns 1n all things 
Temporal, Natural, and Civil ; then will Unity and Concord 
ſpring up, Righteouſneſs, . Peace, and Love, will kiſs each 
other. And then God will give his Bleſſing, bleſs us in our Bo- 
dies, and in our Souls, in our Basket, and in our Store, in our 
Wivesand in our Children ; in what we eat,and what we drink, 
and in whatſoever we fet our hands unto. both Prince and Peo- 
ple, Rulers and Ruled, all bleſſed and happy 3 and fo will all 
the ends of the Earth fear the Lord our God, bleſs and magnify 
bim for ever. Aleljah. 

The Contents hereof I moſt humbly and heartily recommend 
to your moſt holy Father, the Pope of Rome, and his Clergy, 
(as they will anſwer it at the Day of God's Tribunal,) that they 
communicate theſe Matters to the Emperor, and to all. other 
Kings,Rulers and Princes,over whoſe Souls God (TI hope) by his 
bleſſe4 Spirit of Grace hath made them Overſeers; who being born 
of the Spirit, and having Chriſt Jeſus, the new Man in you, 
(the only begotten Son of God, the Father in you) go and preach 
Him to and 1n all the World, a Saviour to all that believe 1n him, 


- and that follow him ; who is the Light of the World, and doth 


enlighten every one that comes into the World. Yet know, 
that no Man can preach truly to the converting of Souls, neither 
can turnany from Darkneſs to Light,ſave thoſe only that are born 
of the Spirit, and ſo have Chriſt,the Word in their Hearts, as Paul 
had, and all true Miniſters of Chriſt have. Read, Gal. 1. 15,16. 
& 2.20. Eph. 2. 10. Col. 1, 27. & 2, 6.. & 3. 16. 2.Cor. 13. 5. 
Thus. learn to know Chriſt, as all the truly ſandified know 
him ; not after the Fleſh, as he was the Son of Man; nor after 


the Letter, which kills 3 but after the Spirit, which _ 
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'Chriſt, the new Man, in us, who is the only true Ag»#s Dez, that | 


takes away the Sins of the World, of all that believe in him, and 
that ſaves his Peoplefrom their Sins, (as he did the Virgin Mary, 
Luke 1. 47.) giving and encreaſing Grace in them, working all 
their Works in them and for them, pertecting Holineſs in all that 
love his Appearance, which Work of Gracein our Hearts is our 
SanCification, —_ and Salvation. Alelujah. 

Thus being faithful to God, in adminiſtring the things of God, 
(as you receive them from him) on God's Name,. and in his 
Strength, go on, and proſper ; convert all Nations to Chriſt, 
the Word in the Heart, God's Covenant of Light to all the 
World ; to Chriſt, the Rock and Revelation of God to Peter, 
on which his Church is built : which Spirit of Grace gui- 
ded the Church of Roxze (when {he was ſo much renowned ) 
into Truth and Righteouſneſs; which Spirit of Truth gave 
. 'St. Peter Repentance, and led him out of his Fall (where the 
:Gates of Hell prevailed ) into all Truth, and made him an able 
Miniſter of Chriſt, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit 3 in which 
'Spirit he faithfully ſerved his Maſter, 1n _— his Sheep with 
Spiritual Food, Chriſt, the Bread and Water of Life from Hea- 
ven. Allelujah. | 

And know, that no Man can pleafe God, fave Chriſt, the new 
Man in the Saints, whois created after the Image of God in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. And the firſt Step towards Heaven, 
and true Chriftianity, is to be born of the Spirit; for no Man 


can pleaſe Cod, nor go to Heaven, fave he that came from Hea- + 


ven, even the Son of God in Man, which always is in Heaven : 
Read Fohr 3.13. Alſo know, that every Motion in Man's 
Heart to Good, is the Inſpiration and Revelation of God ; as 
every Motion to Evil proceeds from the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil; which Trinity 1s but one evil Spirit, that rules in the 
Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience: for of our ſelves we 
cannot ſo much as tmnk a good Thought ; and without Infpira- 
tion and Revelation, we can never know God the Father, 


nor God the Son, but by the Inſpiration of God the Holy Ghoſt,. 
p Nor 4 
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Nor can we know or act aright in the things of God, but by the 
Revelation of his own Spirit, (a meaſure whereof is given to- 
every one to profit withal ) : Nor can we pleaſe God, nor at- 
tain Salvation, but as we are born of his Spirit, and lcd by his 
Spirit into Truth and Righteouſneſs ; as it 1s written, Mat.11.27; 
John 3. 3. @* 6. 44. 1 Cor. 2. lo, 11. Gal. 1.15, 16. 1 Pet.1.13; 
1 John 3. 24. with 1 Cor. 6. 11,17. @& 12.7. 2 Cor.3. 3, 6. 
Gal. 5.16. Eph. 2. 22, &- 3.16. 1*Pet. 12: 11. For the natu- 
ral unregenerate Man (tho never-ſo knowing in Literature, and. 
other worldly Knowledg, asto pleaſe the Ear and Underſtanding. 
of a Man ) knoweth nothing of the things of God, nor under- 
ſtandeth.the Scriptures meaning, nor Goſpg] of Chriſt, nor can 
he preach it ; becauſe theſe things are onlyTpiritually diſcerned. 
And he that wanteth this Spirit of God in him, tobe his Prophet,. 
his Prieſt, his King, to reveal the things of God, to offer Pray- 
ers and Praiſes to God, and to lead into- Truth -and Righteoul-- 
neſs, is no Miniſter of Chriſt, nor true Chriſtian, neither can 
ſuch a one ever inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. Read, Luke 
4.18. &- 8.10, 24, 45. Rome. 10. 8. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11. 2 Cor. 3.6. 
GO 4. 3, 4, 6,7. Gal. 1. 11, 12. 1 Theſ. 1.5. &- 3.8. 1 Pet. 
1.11, 12. With Johbn3.3. Rom.8.9. 2 Cor. 13.5. 1 Job.3.3. 

After this manner you having Chriſt the Bread and Water. 
of Life in you, then may you feed Chriſt's Lambs, otherwiſe 
not 3 and your ſelves being converted and turned from Dark- 
neſs to Chriſt the Light, (in your ſelves) then you may con- 
, vert others, elſe not : And all that profeſs themſelves to be Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, be ſure you feel God's Spirit to be your Com- 
miſtion, both to begin and carry on that Work, elſe all Preach- 
ing and Praying will be but: vain, and you cannot profit the 
People at all, but muſt lie down in ſorrow under all your own 
Kindlings and Conceivings, either from the Letter, or what you 
have learned from Man in the Schools, &c. Thus you having 
Chriſt the Truth in your ſelves, being born of the Spirit, . he wall 
teach you to preach Truth, and lead you into all Truth, to the 

ſaving / 
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faving not only of your own Souls, but alſo of the Souls of 
thoſe that hear you. Even ſo, Amer. Alelujah. 

And there is but one thing needful to make the Church of 
Rome as much renowned now as ever, which is, That all forſake 
; the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and walk in the Wiſdom of the Spirit 
of Grace, the Word in the Heart, given to every one (of all 
Religions) to be their Teacher, and Leader into the Way of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs. Allelujah. 

Thus thereare and have bin in all Ages, and of all Opinions 
and Religions, Witneſſes of Chriſt's Birth, who are begotten 
and born again of the Spirit, which crucifieth Sin in us; and of 
his Reſurre&ion, which createth the New Man 1n us : in which 
Body of Chriſt, (tM Spirit of Light which came from Heaven ) 
the SanCtified ariſe and aſcend into Heaven, and there fit (even 
whilſt their Mortal Bodies are here on Earth) at the right Hand 
of God the Father, in the Unity and Fellowſhip of Chriſt the 
Son,and Bleſſed Spirit, where are Pleaſures for ever-more. Alle- 
iujah. Read Epheſ. 1. 3. & 2.6. Heb. 12.22. 1 John 4.17. Pſal. 
I6.11. Fob 36. 12. | 

In the Unity of which Spirit of Grace, Love, and Charity, I 
moſt humbly take my leave, and in it reſt one with all the faith- 
ful Seed of Abraham, who are begot and born again of the Seed 
and Spirit of God, and led by the ſame Spirit into Truth and 
Righteouſneſs. Alelnjah. 

In which Spirit of Truth, I remain a Friend to the Univerſal 
Catholick Church of Chriſt throughout all the whole World, a- 
, mongſt Fews and Gentiles; yea, a true Friend to the Souls of all 

Men, whilſt I am, and when am no more. . 


ROBERT RICH. 
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To the Epiſcopal Proteſtants, the moſt Reverend Arch- 
Biſhaps, the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhops, the 
Reverend the Prieſts, Do&tors, and Deacons, and 

13” all Degrees of the Clergy and Laity of the Church of 
England, RoBerT RICH ſendeth Greeting in 
. our Lord God Everlaſting. Allelujah. 


O you that are Regenerate, and born again of 
the Spirit, and ſo are initiated into the Church 
of Chriſt, made Members of his Body Spiritual 
through ſanCtification of the Holy Spirit of 
Grace, they in him, and he in them, made 

rfe& in one; to them, Grace, Mercy, and 
eace be multiplied, from God: our Heavenly Father, and our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. Allelujah. 

In the Year 1656, feeling the Birth of God in me, by the 
overſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, wherein I was made a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven : Which Spirit of Light begot Chriſt Jeſus the New Man 
in me 3 by whomlTobtained Reconciliation and Peace with God, 
and good will towards all his Creation, Which Spirit of Love 
moved inme, in the Year 1666, to ſend Thirty ponds to be di- 
ſtributed amongſt the Poor of the Epiſcopal Proteſtant Church, as 
a ſign of my dear love and good will to them. Not as Judas 
that betrayed his Maſter into the hands of Sinners for thirty piecesx 
of Sitver, but as from one, that witneſſed the Reſurreftion of 
Chriſt, who had bin dead in Treſpaſles and Sins, whoſe Soul was 
raiſed out of the Grave of Sin and Death, wherein it had long 
lain, Thus by the Incarnation or Indwelling of the Life of 
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Chriſt Jeſus in my mortal Fleſh, I came to inherit Life Eternal, 
by and through him that is the Regeneration, the Reſurrection, 
and the Life. Alelyjab. By which Spirit of Grace I came to 
ſee (what St. Peter ſaw) that of all Religions, Thoſe that feared 
God,and afted Rightcouſly towards Man,are accepted with him; 
as1t is written; ts Io. 34, 35. Mat. 16. 17. rough which 
Grace I came to underſtand the great Love of God to the 
World ; that (inall Ages and Times) he hath given and ſent 
hisqnly: begotten Son; his $ptrit of Light. and Grace, into the 
World ;. his, Everlaſting Cpyenant of Light and Lite, where- 
with he doth enlighten every one ("Few and Gentile) that comes 
into the Worldzthat fo all Men might be faved by believing in him, 
and by following of him, that is #he Way, the Truth, and the Life of 
God : who is God's Salvation to, the ends of the Earth as you 
may read, 1ſa. 42.6. & 49. 6. Dent. 38.11, to 15. Jer. 31. 31, 
to 35. with Roe. 10. 6, 7, 8, 9. Heb. 8. 8, &c. 2 Cor.4.4,6. By 
which Spirit of Light, Life, and Truth m the Inward Parts, 
(the Word in the Heart) moving on the face of my Deep, and 
ſhining on my Tabernacle, (which God pitched in me) ; I fay, 
Im the ſame Light found freedom to look into all manner ef 
Opinions and Religions ; even in that Light which ſhewed me 
Good from Evil, Right from Wrong, and Truth from Error. 
In which Spirit of Light, I read many Books. writ by Epiſcopal 
Proteſtants, viz. ſomething of. Biſhap Andrews, Bilhop Hall ; 
but moſt of Dr. Jeremy Taylors, Dr. F- Shy Dr. Stilling fleet;, 
Dr.Tillotſens, with divers. others of like kind; Which Books I 
read: with delight, having unity with them, feeling the Spirit of 
Love to-Truth and Righteouſneſs to. be their Dictator 53 which 
Spirit of Grace, taught them to deny Ungodlinefſs and worldly 
Euſts,. to.live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this prefent 
World, which-made them honourable in this World, and glori- 
ous in the World to. come. Alelujah. 

In reading of which Books, I took notice of many worthy 
and true Sayings, viz. 

*Dr. Fcremy Taylor in his Great Exampler ſaith, © That Chriſt 
© Jeſus 
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© Jeſus is our Example, in his Birth, Life, and Death. Alſo 
* (what I have read in Ancient Fathers) that Diſputes amongſt 
* Chriſtians, is the ſcab of the Church, and deſtroys Charity, 
* which only edifies. That God's Will and Commandments are 
* made known in all Mens Spirits, that they may do them. The 
£ Word Incarnate is God's Preacher to all the World. That Chr 
«* ſtian Religion is nothing elſe but a Reſtorer of the perfe&t Law: 
© of Nature ; for God gave Man-at firſt a reaſonable ielligible 
* Natute, both to love and ferve him. That Man's Original Sin 
© was to leave God the Good, and go to the Creature the Evil, 
* Man may keep or break the Law of Nature, ſo {in againſt God, 
© his Neighbour,and Himſelf. Well-being is, when right Reaſon 
« and the Law of Nature is fatisfied; and evil-Doing, 1s to tran 
« greſs the Lawof: Nature, or right Reaſon, this brings guilt 'of 
« Conſcience, and torments. - And in this Obedience to the Law 
* of Nature confiſts Heaven, and in Difobedience, Hell. Chri- 
* {tian Religion is, to worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, and (6 
© to ſerve our Neighbour. Revelation is both Natural and Rea- 
« ſonable ; ſo is Self-denial, Death, and Martyrdom, to thoſe 
© that have an Ear to hear the Spirit's Reaſon. Selt-denial is but 
* confining the Appetite within the Limits of Nature. The Philo- 
© ſophers were commended of old; for preferving Reaſon and Re- 
© ligion/in Practice, before the School-men, that fight about Opi- 
© ons. - Jeſus his Life was ſweet and affable, and forour Example 
© to Life Eternal. Chriſt, who dwells within the limits of Love, 
* gives us boldne(s with God, and not fear. In Chriſt are two Na- 
* tures, the Body but the upper Garment of the Soul ; his Soul 
© was of the ſame Nature and Subſtance with ours, in this infe- 
© rior to the Angels. One Grace ſucceeds another, well -preſt, 
© and ſometimes running over, till we come .to the fulnels and 
* ſtature of Chriſt Jeſus, even filled with the Spirit which hath 
©no meaſure, butis Infinite and Eternal. God crowns -and ac- 
© cepts his Grace in all Secs, even- the moſt Heatheniſh, and: ac- 
© cepts that, when in Conſcience they worſhip Idols. - Original 
«Sin, or one Sin committed, makes us more apt . for — ; 
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*ſo we have no cauſe to charge Adam, but our ſelves only ; 
* every one of us is the Adaw, the Man of Sin. Obedience 
© unites to God, and conforms to his Will, the which ſanCtifies. 
* Tac offered, is our Heart and Will offered up to God, which 
© he accepts. Nothing ſo able to do Miracles as Love, nor fo 
* certainly acceptable. © All exteriour Acts of Religion to be 
* ouided by our Superior, that is, by God only, for no Man in 
© Religion is Superior. No a&@ of Corporal Auſterity, or Ex- 
. *ternal Religion acceptable to God, unlefs commanded by him. 
© The firſt Baptiſm Appearance, or Reſurrection ef Chriſt, is to 
© kill Sin, or\to put off Sin. The ſecond Reſurrection, is to 
« put on Chriſt, the New Man, and to walk in him. God re- 
* quires no more of Man, than to receive and entertain his Grace 
© that appears to every Man, Though the Son of Man hath no 
© where to hide his Head, yet many Houſes to convey his Grace. 
* Grace works Miracles in Saints, as in Chriſt, When Faith and 
* Charity meet, then Chriſtians indeed, and in Truth, all elſe 
« falſe and Antichriſtians. God's Houſe 'is the ſanctified Heart, 
© where he dwells; and is a Houſe of Prayer for all Nations. 
* Every graceleſs wicked Man is a Devil. No Sin hath Guilt, 
© but when a Man hath Underſtanding and Abilities to do better. 
« By the help of the Spirit, it is poſhble to pleaſe God in all 
* things. One may die for Chriſt's Name, that will not love his 
< Nature, nor quit one evil Luſt for him, this is falſe Martyrdom. 
© The Law of Love in our Spirits is the Rule of a Chriſtian, not 
© an outward literal Command, as the Fews had. To exceed the 
* Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 1 to be clean within, 
© as 1n outward Acts. Fews and Tirks better than Chriſtians,who 
* tranſgreſs Chriſt's Law,when they will not Moſes's nor Matomet-. 
© The clean Soul of a Chriſtian is the Houſe'of God, and > the 
© Houſe of Prayer, whole Body is his Temple. Diſciples did 
© greater Miracles than Jeſus, when Chriſt was rifen in them. 
« Every Man living in the ſtate of Grace, 1s a perpetual Miracle ; 
* ſo our Water is turned into Wine. Chriſt's Father and Mother 
* are not Carnal but Spiritual, Adam's Sin, nor our natural In- 
* firmities, 
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© firmities, not imputed to us 3 neither are our aftual and mali- 
 *cious Sins our Infirmitiess Vertue condiices infinitely to- the 
* length'and content of our Lives, and Vice the contrary. 'Tis 
* a vaſt Sum that will pay the Debt of Intemperance and Luſt. 
* Though moſt deny Scripture to bean Allegory, yet all Men in 
* moſt things uſe it ſo, and it is then rightly uſed, when by In(pi- 
* ration we ſce the Heavenly through the Earthly, and the Spi- 
* ritual through the Carnal. 

I alſo lately read a worthy Treatiſe, writ by Mr. Edw. Fowler 
of North-t:ll in Bedfordſhire, printed Anno 1671, holding forth 
the Principles of certain Moderate Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land, in which they declare, * That the deſign of Chriſtianity is 
© to work real inward Righteouſneſs; and that love to God and 
* Goodneſs is the higheſt Principle ; and that true Righteouſneſs 
© is the New Creature in us; And that John the Baptiſt, Chriſt's 
* Forcrunner's Work was, to preach Repentance, and to cleanſe 
* and purify the Heart and Soul,CMal.3.1,3,4. As 10.35. Dang. 
© 24.) that Chriſt may enter in,and bring forth everlaſting Righ- 
© teoulſnels. 

I have likewiſe read a Sermon, preached before the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of London, by Mr. Fobn Sharp, upon 
* 1 17+1.4.8, Godlineſs is profitable, &c. wherein he moſt excellently 
* ſets forth the happineſs and profitablene(s of a vertuous Reli- 
* pious Life, even in the. ſtraiteſt Paths of Repentance z and 
* putting off the Old Man, with his Deeds of Darkneſs, and at- 
* terwards to put on the New Man, begot by the Word and Spi- 
© rit of Grace in the Heart, God's Covenant of Light to all the 
* World; read Dent. 30. 6,11, to 15. with Rom. 10. 6, 8. Jer. 
<©31.31, 32, 33. with Heb. 8. 8. Iſa. 42. 6. & 49. 6. Like 2. 30, 
*31,32. John 1.4, 9. & 3.16. Rom. 12.3. 1 Cor.12.7. I3t.2.11. 
* the which teacheth and enableth every one (that will receive 
© him) to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Laſts, and to live fo- 
* berly and religioutly in this preſent World 5 Which certainly (as 
* faith the Preacher) the moſt profitable, happy and bleſſed Life, 
* both for Soul and Body, imaginable. 
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Likewiſe' I have read a Sermon, preached before the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of Londor, by Mr. Joſeph Glanvil, upon 
© x Pet. 1. 2. See that ye love one another, Wherein are delivered 
* moſt excellent Truths, both Catholick and Apoſtolick ; his deire 
<js, to unite all Perſwaſions mto 'this Principle of Love ; in 
* which Work my Soul hath long travelled. In which Diſcourſe 
he alſo ſaith, © Love is extenſive to all Mankind ; and the more 
« General,the more Chriſtian,and like God. To love for Opinion 
* fake, that is ſel-Love 3 but to love the Principle and Image of 
© God, as Chriſt loves the Poor, the Blind, and Ignorant, though 
© his Enemies, is God-like. Alſo, that Love 1s the Image of 
* God, pourtray'd and lively drawa on the Regenerate Soul, 
*.Love ts the Bond of Chriſtian Union, and when that breaks, 
* all goes into Confuſion, both in Church and State. Chriſt 
© Reigns, when all unite in the Principle of Love, and a holy 
© Life, which will be the fall of Antichriſt. Vertue and Good- 
" ©neſsis to be owned in all Parties and Opinions; and if they 
© were practiſed, it would reconcile all Men to each other. True 
© Religion is not to fill Heads with Notions and Opinions, but to 
* ſow 1n the Mind the Seed of Vertue, to dire& to govern Pal- 
© ſions, and to deſtroy Self-will. Chriſtian Love is neceſſary, but 
* agreement in Opinions is neither neceſlary nor poſlible. Incager 
< and paſſionate Diſputes Charity is always loſt, and Truth el- 
«< dom or never found. To give evil Names to Diflenters, is 
© Perſecution. 

Likewiſe I have read a Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledg of 
Jeſus Chriſt,and of our Union and Communion with him,made by 
Mr. Want Sherlock , who wrote an Anſwer to ſome mew opiniona- 
ted DoGors, (as he calls them) which teach, © That by being ac- 
* quainted with the Perſon of Chriſt, and rouling themſelves on 
* him, and believing the Hiſtory of his Life, Death, and Re- 
< ſurreion ; that this Faith alone is imputed for Righteouſneſs 
*to them, without having any thing that is good wrought in 
* them by Chriſt, or they doing any thing that 1s good and righ- 
© teous in themſclves. That we are ſaved by Grace, though we 
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* be diſobedient to the Spiritof Grace, (God's Talent given to 
© every one to profit withal). Alfo they teach, That God hath 
* elefted ſome to Salvation, and others to Reprobarion, wthour 
* regard had to Man's Obedience, or Diſobedience to the Goſpel 
* of Chriſt Jeſus, (which Goſpel, is Chriſt the Word in the Heart, 
6 as faith Rom.10.6,7,8.) To which,and much more of this nature, 
Mr. Sherlock maketh anſwer, * That the Perſon of Chrift will 
* never ſave thoſe whom his Goſpel, (the Word inthe Heart Yand 
* their own_ Confciences condemn, - who walk contrary to his 
* Grace, the Spirit of Light. That Chriſt's Kingdom is erected 
* by conquering Mens Minds, by his Spirit, to the Obedience of 
* God; ſuch, he pardons their fins, and raiſeth them unto an 
© jmmortal Life. For this end God ſent his Son (the Word in 
© the beginning) mto the World to deſtroy the Works of the 
* Devil, to regenerateand redeem Man to the Obedience of 
« Chrift, (the Word.) And that nothing avails with God bur 
© the New Creature, (which is Chriſt inthe Saints) that came to 
* be our Example and Guide to Heaven, as well as our Mediator 
© and Advocate; and therefore we muſt imitate his Life, if we 
* would enjoy the benefit of his Death and Interceſſion. -- God in 
* the firſt Creation defigned all Men for happineſs 3 and certainly 
© in the ſecond Creation, he would have all Men ſaved, and come 
* to the Knowledg of Chriſt the Truth, (the Word in the Heart) 
* by yielding Obedience to Chrift, his Goſpel, and Spirit of 
* Grace. That nothing can be the happineſs of a reafonable 
* Creature, but conformity to the Divine Nature. That the 
* great Myſtery of the Recovery of Mankind out of the Fall, 
* conſiſts only in repairing the Drvine Image. As mt the firft Crea- 
* tion we were made after God's Image, ſo in the ſecond we'are 
© renewed (1a the Spirit of our Minds) after his Image 5 which 
* by Difobedience we loſt, and is recovered no other way,than by 
* obedience. True expreffions of Love to Chrift, is Obedience 
©*to his Laws (writ in the Heart.) And that the Soul and Mind 
© of a good Man, (or regenerate Man ) is the Palace or Teriiple 
*of God. That our dving to Sin, is the trueſt conformity to 
* Chrilt's. - 
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©Chriſts Death 3 and a living to God (in Obedience to his Spi- 
*rit- of Grace) is Man's ReſurreCtion to Life Eternal, and makes 
© us true Subje&ts of his Kingdom 3 and this Conformity to 
© Chriſt's Reſurre&ion, conſiſts in obeying an immortal Principle 
* of Life. Grace and Truth fignifie the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
*is God's everlaſting Covenant of Light and Life to Few and 
© Gentile 5 as ſaith Iſa. 42. 6. & 49.6. John 1. 4,9. &- 16.17. . 
© Rome. 10. 6, 7, 8. 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4, 6. Tit. 2.11. - Chriſt's Righte- 
* ouſneſs is not an' Imputed Righteouſneſs only, but Inherent, 
* which begets the New Man in the Sanftifted, which is their 
* SanQification, Juſtification, and Salvation. The Righteouſ- 
* neſs of the Law conſiſts in an external conformity to the Moral 
* Law; but the Righteouſneſs which is of Chriſt, is an Inherent 
* Righteouſneſs, which exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the Serzbes 
* and Phariſees, and conſiſteth in the renovation of our Minds, in 
* governing the Thoughts and Paſlions, and is therefore called, 
© our being born again, We are not living Members of Chriſt, till 
* we ſincerely obey him 3 and that the only way to pleaſe God, 
© and fave our Souls, is to follow Chriſt (through the Regenera- 
* tion) who is the Author of Eternal Salvation to.,them only 
* that obey him. Fellowſhip with God, doth not confiſt in tran-- . 
* fient Acts, but in a ſtate of Light, Spirit, and Life, in union 
* with Chriſt, conforming us into his Nature and Likeneſs, 
J_ makes us the Temple of God, wherein he delights to 
* dwell. _ 

Dr. Hammond (in his Pra@ical Catechiſm: ) ſaith, © That Socra- 
© tes was accounted the wiſeſt of Men in his time, becauſe he ap- 
* plyed his Knowledg to the Moral part, tothe ſquaring and or- 
* dering Mens Lives. Alfo he faith, Gerſon (a very learned and 
* pious Man) defined Divinity to be an cffeCtive, not only a 
* ſpeculative Knowledg : And that the end of- Chriſtian Philoſo- 
©-phy, is to make Men better, not more learned ; to edify, not to 
*inſtru&.. That: the Law written by God in Man's Heart, 1s di- 
* vinely natural, and-zxeacheth the whole Duty of Man 3; And 
* Man walking in the: Light of God's Law, obtains more light 
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© and ſtrength of Grace, but in diſobedience to that Light, Man 
* grows dim and weak. The firſt Covenant (ſaith the DoGor ) 
© was Writ on Stone, which we break. The ſecond Covenant 1s 
© writ in our Hearts, to ſanCtify us, and to lead usinto Truth and 
* Righteouſneſs 3 which Covenant of Grace, Light and Truth, 
© is that which faves his People (who walk therein) from their 
* Sins. Which ſecond Covenant is declared and proclaimed, I. 
© 42.6. &* 49. 6. Dent. 3o. 11, to 15. with Rome. 10. 6,8. Fer. 
<31.31, to 35. with Heb. 8. 8, &c. In this ſecond Covenant-of 
* Grace (ſaith +he Dodor ) are contained two Promiſes; Firſt, Of 
* oiving more Grace to them that make uſe of their former Ta- 
© lent. Secondly, Of crowning them with Glory that perſevere 
*in Grace, Fews and Gentiles ; that is, (ſaith the Dofer) every 
© Man that walks in this ſecond Covenant of Grace ſhall be fa- 
ved ; forthe Grace of God is that which is given to every 
* Man (as a Talent) to profit with. This Grace (ſaith the Ds- 
* For) obtains three things for us: Firſt, It gives Repentance, 
© which obtains pardon of Sins paſt. Secondly, It enables them 
© that love it, to pleaſe God in every thing. Thirdly, At the 
*end of our Obedience, it crowns us with an eternal weight of 
* Glory. 

Dr. F ell (in the Life of Dr. Hammond) faith, © That exem- | 
© plary Vertue muſt reſtore the Church. That Obedience to 
* Gog's requiring, is the beſt practice. That Unity of Mind, in 
© that which is good, is the greateſt happineſs 3 and that Sin is to 
© be reliſted and rejected in the firſt Motion. 

By all which,it doth manifeſtly appear, That in the Church of 
Ergland, is both Urim and Thummim ; not only in their Do» 
arines, the Light of Truth ; but in their Converſation, (as ap- 
pears to me) an Innocent, Harmleſs, Courteous, Charitable, 
Holy Life 3 for which I much honour them, and the Chutch for 
their fakes; and heartily pray, That God will be pleaſed to ſend 
down upon our Biſhops and Curats, and all Congregations committed 
to their Charge, the healthful Spirit. of his Grace, and pour upon 
them the continual Dew of his Bleſſmg, that all they undertake ( both 
| H in 
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in Praying and Preaching ) may be begun and ended in bims ; to the 
froiſe and glory of God our Heavenly Father 3 to their own Souls 
Health, and the Salvation of thoſe that beer them. Even ſo, Amen. 
Allcluph. I 


As I have conſulted ſeveral Dofors and Preachers of the 
Church of Exgland, fo in like manner have I read and confidered 
the Common-Prayer Book, and the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
wents, and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church : Con- 
cerning which I moſt humbly crave leave to make examination, 
by the Scriptures of the "Prophets and Apoſtles ;, thereby intend- 
ing, what I find to proceed from God's Holy Spirit of Truth, 
which are the Things of God, to treafure them up in Joſeph's 
Storchouſes 3 the reſt that came in with the long dark Night of 
Apoſtacy, from Man unregenerate in the Fall, meerly Humane, 
being the Preſcriptions, Traditions, and Impoſitions of Men, 
pot proceeding from the Inſpiration of the Spirit of Truth, I 
mtend to turn back, as your own Mony in your own Sacks. 


Morning Lwighty and moſt Merciful Father ze have erred and 
Prayer,Oc.. A ſtrayed,$&c. And grant, for Chriſt his ſake, thou wilt 
give ws true Repentance, and thy Holy Spirit, that we may hereafter 
live a ſober and godly Life, &c. God pardoneth and abſolveth all 
that traly repent, &c. To day, if you will heax his Foice, (God's 
Word in your hearts) and obey the ſame, ye are the People of his 
Paſture, and Sheep of his Hands, &c. Vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep 
« without fin, &c. All. which are ſound good words, bei 

pr _- -ug the demonſtration of the;Spirit, and in.Sincerity, wn. 


Bencdidus FY Lefſed be the Lord God, &c. who hath raiſed up & 
Lace 1.68. f.) mighty Salvation, ſpeaking this of Jobx the Ba 
tft, who. was a burning and: ſhining Light, preaching Repen- 
mance, and forgivench of Sins, to al them that truly repent ; 
Which Repentance prepares the Way for Chrift, (the ne” 
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the Heart) which Word begets in the Sandtified, Chriſt, the 
New Man in us, which faves his People from their Sins, and 
leads them into Life Everlaſting, Alelwjah. And this wonderful 
Child (the Birth of Godin Job» the Baptifi ) oat be called, the Pro- 
phet of the Higheſt, to give Light to theme that ſit iu Darkneſi, and 
in the ſhadow of Death ;, and to guide our Feet into the Way of 
Truth, the Way to *Peace, and true Happineſi. So this Child (the 
Birth of God in Fohr, as in Feſws) grew end waxed firong in 
Spirit, being filled with the Haly Ghoſt, ( as ſaith Lake 1. 15, 67, 
to the end, and 2.40. with Lake 1. 80.) 


The Lord's Or Father, &c. is a moſt excellent form of wards, 

Prayer, to thoſe that can in Truth pray it: Such only 
that are born of God's Spirit, are God's Children, and dare call 
God Father ; ſuch are truly blefſed and happy, that can alway, 
continually, and ever-more, pray, Gods Will be done, here on 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Allclujah. 


God make clean our Hearts within #5, and take not thy Holy 

Spirit from #s. And ſuch only are true Chriſtians, that 
have God's Holy Spirit to waſh and cleanſe, and to guide into 
Truth and Righteouſneſs thoſe that have gone aſtray. 


Nunc Di- Ou that are born of the Spirit, and ſo have Chriſt 

mitts, Jeſus in you, may fing the Song of Old Srmeors 
Lord now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace, according to thy 
Word : ( Chniſt the Word in the Heart, who ſpeaketh Peace to 
all the ſandified People of God) for arine eyes ( the Eye of the 
Spirit ) have ſeen thy Salvation, Allelujah. 


I have alſo peruſed the ſecond Colle? for Peace 5 the third Colle# 


for Grace 5 the Prayer for the King and Royal Family ; the Prayer 


for the Clereie 5 the Abſolution, Magnificat, Deas Msſereatur, Can- 
tate Domino Second Collet for Evening-Prayer ;, the Litany;, the 
ColledFs for the ſecond and third Sunday in Advent 3 for the — 
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for S). Stephen's, St. John's, and Innocents days 3; forthe Circumei- 
ſion ;, for the ff fifth, and fixth Sunday ; Epiphany ; for the 
firſt and ſecond Sunday in Lent ;, for the _ before Eaſter 

Good Friday 3 for Eaſter Ever 3 for Eaſter day, for the third 
and fifth Sunday after 5 for Afcenſion day ; for Whitfunday 3 for 
the 7,9, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19th Sundays after Trinity ; for Simon and 
Jude, Philip a»d Jacob, ard All-Saints, days. 

In which foregoing Prayers, ColleFs, &c. I take to. be words 
of Truth. and: Soberneſs ; and do recommend them to all thoſe 
that can pray them with a fincere Heart,. in the power and de- 
monſtration of the Spirit of Truth. Alelujah. 

Yet, as-F am a Prieft of - God, by having Chriſt Jeſus in me, 

my Prieſt, my Prophet, my King, I have ſomewhat to ſay and 
declare to the Heads and Governors of the Church of England, 
Ehat none amongſt them prefume to call or own themſelves M;- 
aiſters of Ghriſt and his Goſpel : for not every one that crieth 
Lord, Lord, is a true Servant or Miniſter of Chriſt, or fit to 
Teach, Preach, or Pray in his Name, unleſs they firſt be called 
of God; and baptized into. the fame Name, and (aſliſted'by his 
Holy Spirit) as Aaron was, elſe none are fit Miniſters of Chriſt ; 
read Exod. 4. 30. & 6. 13,26. &* 7.1, 6. & 28.30. Heb. 5.4. 
And that the Spirit of. Chriſt be their InduGtion and Commiſion, 
what to Preach, and what to Pray. Let ſuch as are not rege- 
nerate, and born anew, take heed how they meddle with the 
Things of God, that they touch not Holy Things with unclean 
and-unſandtified Hearts, and with. polluted Hands and Lips, leſt 
they be ſmitten of: God, as Uzze was ; and leſt a forer Judgment 
attend them under the Goſpel, who.run, and are not ſent, than- 
did thoſe under the Law. 

Thus.declaring,. I have peace with God, and am clear from 
the Blood. of. alt Men, that periſh under ſuch Teachers. and Mi- 
niſters, as have not the Spirit.of Chriſt to-teach them, and have 
ne other Commiſſion, than from Man ; ſuch cauſe the People to 
err, and go aſtray, and never. can profit. the Souls of their 
: : Hearers,, 


— 
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Hearers, but like blind Guides, they lead the Blind, till both fall 
into Perdition- 


E have obſerved, in reading of our laſt Engliſh Tranſlation of 
the * Bible, that many material Things might be amended; and 
that it 18 better rendred out of the Valger =. and. Greek , than 
we have it in Erglifh, For which, ſe ſome places in my Epiſtle 
to the Romaniſts. 

And alſo Rom.8. 29. the Latin and Greek faith, That he might 
be the firſt born [in] many * Brethren. The Engliſh, The firit 
bern | amongit | many Brethren, Which ſeems to deny Chriſt to 
be 1n the Saints. ; 

Mat. 28. 19. the Greek faith. * Baptiſing them [into] the Name.. 
The Emgliſh, Baptifng them [in] the Name. Which Name of God 
1s a ſtrong Tower: whoſoever is baptized thereinto, puts.on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a Saviour from Sin and Evil. Aelujah. 

2. Cor.5.19. the Latin and Greek faith, Hath put in ws the Word 
of Reconciliation. The Engliſh, Hath committed to ws the Word 
of Reconciliation. This, I conceive, is for the ſetting up of Man 
to be the Preacher, and not Chriſt the Word 1n the Heart. 

Rom. 1. 19. Engliſh, Latin, and Greek well ' tranſlate, all 
ſpeaking one and the ſame thing, viz. That which is to be known 
of God is manifeſt, or made known in Man, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead in the Heathen, 

2 Tim. 3. 16. the Latin and old Engliſh * Bible ſaith, All Scrip- 
ture inſpired of God, or, given by inſpiration, is profitable, 8c. 
The Ergliſh faith, All Scripture is given by inſpiration, 8c. The 
which ſeems not. to be a Truth, ( without a Comment) for there 
is much written, that is not inſpired of God, even in the Bible it 
{elf In the laſt Edition are ſaid to be amended (from the for- 
mer) many thouſand words. And how many Copies (or rather 
Antographs ) of the New Teſtament, are now in the Library at 
Oxford, and all differing one from the other. St. Hierom faith, 
That in his time, the Original Copies (let the Learned pardon the 


Expreſſion) of the Hebrew and Greek, were. wmch — by 
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ap and Hereticks 3 therefore he choſe the Vulgar Latin (after he 
sd purged it from Faults, committed by Writers, 8c.) laying aſide 
all other Latin Editions, which St. Hierom ith, were in his time 
almoſt innumerable. Thus by reaſon of ſo many falſe Copies, falſe 
Writers,falſe Trandkworant falſe Interpreters,ariſe ſo many diffe- 
rent Sets and Opinions in Chriſtendom; every Maſter of a Se 
taking his Rule from Scripture,and his own private interpretation 
thereupon. So that if you make the Letter of the Scripture 
the only Rule; it muſt needs be crooked and uncertain.; But God 
be praiſed, and ever magnified, that hath not left Man without 
a Witneſs of himſelf in every one, a Rule moſt true and certain, 
Chriſt the Word in the Heart, which ſhines in the dark Heart of 
every Man, and is a ſure Word of Prophecy, even Truth in the 
Inward Parts, to which we do well to take heed, as to a Light 
that ſhines .in a dark place, till the Shadows flee away, and the 
Day-ſtar ariſe in our Hearts ; then ſhall we ſee that it is not any 
Scripture without us, but the inſpiration of the Almighty (only) 
that giveth to Man an underſtanding in the things of God, what 
is Truth, and what is Error ; as it 1s written, Job 32. 8. Joh.1. 4. 
2 Pet. 1. 19. compared with Iſa. 55. 4 & 54-13. 1 John 5, 10. 
£&- 2.27. $0 that if you have Chriſt the Word in you, you 
need no other Teacher, but as that Anointed one teacheth, who 
is the Truth in every one, both Male and Female, Few and Ger- 
tile, they are all one in Chriſt Jeſus, the Truth. Such as have 
not Chriſt Jeſus, God's true and faithful Witneſs in them, are 
Reprobates, and can never divide the Word of Truth aright, 
nor know Truth from Error; neither have they a Will or Aﬀe- 
Gion to follow the one, or eſchew the other 3 for Man of him- 
ſelf, not having Chriſtin him, can neither think, nor do any 
thing to pleaſe God. 

2 Cor.2.17. The old Tranſlation faith, We do ot ſell the Word 
for Mony. The laſt Tranſlation faith, We are not as wary which 
corrupt the Word of God. But fuch as fell for Mony, maki 
Merchandize of the Word and Prayer, corrupt the Word wn. 


Prayer, and are Simon Mages his Miniſters, and none of Chriſt's « 


Miniſters ; 
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— z For as they receive freely, fo they give freely; A 
ujah. 

In one place of the Common Prayer, you ſay, There is no health 
iz 4s : In another you pray quite contrary, That God will not 
take his Holy Spirit from ws; alfo, that God would cleanſe the 
Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit. And 
you acknowledg, That ll the ends of the Earth have ſeen the Sal- 
vation of (od : Alſo, that God hath openly ſhewed his Righteouſneſs 
in the ſight of all the Heathew. And isnot this what the Scriptures 
fay, Joh x. 9. That Chriſt, the true Light, enlightneth every one 
that cometh into the World ? And, 1 Cor. 12. 7. that a manifeſta- 
tion of the Spirit is given (asa Talent) to every one to profit with z 
that thereby every one may work out his own Salvation if he 
will. And, Tit. 2.11. that the grace of God that bringeth Salva 
tion, hath appeared to and in all Men ; that none may truly fay, 
dhere is no health in ws ; tor there is that Spirit of Grace in every 
one, which is the ſaving Health of all that obey it, and the Con- 
demnation of all that diſobey, deſpiſe, reje&, and hate it 3 
read John 3. 19, &c, So let all Men honour this Spirit of 
Light, the Son, as they do honour the Father of Lights. A!- 

ja . 

Our Father.) T obſerve you oft repeat Our Father which art in 
Fleaven, &c. Which Prayer is good for a Diſciple of Chriſt to- 
pray, one that is born of the Spirit, ſuch have right to call 
God their Father, and ſuch God owns for his Children ; bur 
thoſe that are unregenerate, who ſerve the World, the Flelh,and 
the Devil, whole Works they will do, for ſuch to call the Ho- 
ly God, Father, is not this Blaſphemy, and a breach of the firſt 
Commandment, to fake the Name of God in vain * And for any 
to teach this Prayer to unſanCtified and unholy Men, Is not this 
an Abomination that maketh deſolate > As I am a Prie(t to God, 
Edo declare, That all Services, Sacrifices, Prayers, and Acts of 
Religion, offered up to God in any kind of Devotion whatlo- 
ever, in an unclean, unſanCified, unregenerate Heart, are an 
abomination to him, :. but if any Man. be a. worſhipper of God, 

according: 
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according ' to his Will (writ in our Hearts) him he heareth ; 
read Mir 66.3. Prov. 15.8. & 28. 9. Pſal. 66. 18. with Joby g, 
31. Luke 16. 15. Rev. 21. 17. , Seeing God doth not hear Sin- 
ners, but only heareth his Son, his Spirit, the Word in the 
Heart, go to him, and in his Son's Name, as of the Father 
what ye want, who heareth _ him, and giveth liberally, and up- 
braideth no Man ; ask of him to create in you a clean Heart, and 
a right Spirit to be put within you, who giveth his Holy Spirit 
to them that in ſincerity ask it 3 then ſhall ye have a Heart ac- 
cording to God's own Heart, which will do all his Will here oz 
Earth, as it is done in Heaven. This right Spirit, God's Son 
within us, worketh Miracles in the Saints as in the Son ; tt raiſeth 
our Souls out of the Grave of Treſpaſles and Sins, to live in his 
Preſence, in Peace, Joy, and Tranquillity, all the days of our 
Lives. Amen. Allelujah. 

Athanaſius his Creed] Athanaſizs his Creed is alſo of great 
Authority in our Church,which impoſeth a neceſſity of believing 
the ſame, on no leſs tearms than our Eternal Salvation 5 yet [ 
judg that there are, amongſt many uſeful Truths,ſome things aſfler- 
ted in that Creed, which are neither needful to Salvation, nor can 
be made good by the Scriptures of Truth, nor yet by Reaſon 
Humane or Divine. Firſt, he faith, There is one Perſon of the 
Father,another of the Son, and anether of the Holy Ghoſt 5 and that 
the belief hereof;as he expreſleth it, is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. 
*Tis true, the Eternal God, who filleth Heaven and Earth with 
his Preſence, as he is pleaſed to hold forth himſelf in the various 
manifeſtations of his abſolute Greatneſs, Wiſdom, and Love to 
the World ; ſo he is thereby known to us under ſeveral Names, 
and Appellations, as moſt proper to thoſe manifeſtations of him- 
ſelf; Al what is the Father, but God the Eternal Creator of all 
things, who forms the Light, and creates the Darkneſs, and 
of nothing hath made all things to appear in their order, out of 
the firft Chaos and Darkneſs of Confuſion 2 And what is the 
Son, but the ſame Eternal God, manifeſt in Fleſh; the Word in 
the beginning with God, and was, and is God, the War, ge 

ruth, 
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Truth, the Life, the Covenant of God's Salvation to the World 2 
This Son (as I conceive) 1s no diſtinguiſhed Perſon from the 
Father, but is in Deed, and in Truth, the Everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of Peace 3 the Word by which the Worlds were 
made, humbling himſelf into humane Nature, to ſeek out loſt 
Man, and to gather him intoa nearer acquaintance with his God : 
And what is the Holy Ghoſt, buttheſame Eternal Spirit Witneſting, 
Quickning, Renewing,Sanctifying,Puritying,Cleanfing,and Com- 
forting the Hearts of the Faithful, where God is pleaſed topitch 
his Tent and Tabernacle ? Theſe are the Three that bear witneſs 
in Heaven ; and theſe Three are one, not divided by perſonal 
diſtintion, but one Individual and Eternal God, in variety of 
manifeſtation. Then, he ſaith, I» this Trinity, none is afore nor 
after another, and none is greater nor leſs than another : Tet, in con- 
tradition he ſaith, the Sor: is of the Father alone,not made,nor crea- 
ted, but begotten. Certainly he that begets, muſt be before, and 
greater than he that 1s begotten. For my part I am more chari- 
table than to believe all Men damned that never heard of Atha- 
raſius his Creed ; and am well ſatisfied, that whoſoever believes in 
C bs (that was, that is, and is to come, God's Everlaſting Covenant 
of Light and Grace, to Few and Gentile, and his Salvation to the 
ends of the Earth) ſhall be ſaved, even all *of every Nation that 
feareth God and worketh RighteonſneſS. Allelujah. 

Infant Baptiſm.) Concerning Infant Baptiſz: with Water, I 
may not ſay it is an Ordifance of Chriſt, nor dare I call it Chriſt's 
"Baptiſm ; neither do I think there is that virtue in it as is ſaid, 
That zt ingreſs into Chriſt's Church, makes a Member of Chriſs, a 
Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
whether thoſe God-Fathers, and God-Mothers, that undertake, 
promiſe, and vow, on behalf of the Child, That when of Age, 
he ſball forſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities 
of the World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh; and that be 
ſhall keep God's Holy Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the days of his life. I fay, it would be inquired into, Whe- 
ther thoſe God-Fathers, and God-Mothers, do perform and keep 
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this Oath, Promiſe, and Vow, themſelves? If not, then why 
ſhould they undertake for another, what they perform not them- 
ſelves? And if I miſtake not, it is a Tenent of the Church of 
Emglands, That we cannot live free from ſin ſo long as we live in this 
World. If fo, were it not far better never to Swear and Vow, 
than afterwards to break them ? Is not this to add Sin unto Sin, 
' and fo bring a greater condemnation on our ſelves? AsI am a 
Prieſt to God, by having Chriſt Jeſus in me, I declare, That I- 
fant Baptiſm is no Ordinance of Chriſt's, neither is John's Baptiſm 
with Water, Chriſt's" Baptiſm ; Chriſt's * Baptiſm,is to be baptized 
into the Name, Nature, and Spirit of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; which Baptiſm of the Spirit, is the ove Lord, one 
Faith, and one © Baptiſm 5 one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, through all, and in us all, that are born of, and baptized with 
the Spirit of Grace. * This Baptiſm, is that alone which ſaveth, by 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and rot by putting away the filth of the Fleſh, but the anſwer of a 
good Conſcience towards God. And this Baptiſm of the Spirit 
(which followed John's Baptiſm of Repentdnce) is that only 
which can initiate 1nto the Church of God,make a Child of God, 
and give an entrance into, and aninheritance in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Allelujah. 

And Iquery, Whether Infant Baptiſz: were not the Invention of 
Man, rather than the Command of God, brought in by the 
falſe Church (for advantage-ſake) in the long dark night of 
Apoſtacy, after that the True Church was fled into the Wilder- 
neſs, there fed, and preſerved of God, whilſt the Whore, the 
Beaſt, and falſe Prophet ruled 5 who ſet up Shadows inſtead of 
Chriſt the Subſtance, the Letter above the Spirit, Man's Baptiſm, 
which is with Water, inſtead of Chriſt's, by Fire, which 1s the 
Holy Ghoſt ? And inſtead of putting on the Lord-Jeſus Chriſt, 
the New Man, whichis the Saints Righteouſneſs, they put on a 
white Linnen Surplice, to make them ſeem outwardly Holy, that 
inwardly were full of Sin and Uncleannefs ; full of Self-love, 
Hypocriſy, and Pride ; full of Covetouſneſs, Hatred, Malice, 

and 
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and all Uncharitableneſls. And inſtead of bowing at the Name 
of God, (which is the Command of God, Iſa. 45. 23.) that 
every knee ſhould bow to him, you bow at the Name of a Man, 
not greater than is Immanuel, which is the Name God himſelf 
gave the Virgin's Birth, {&. 7. 14. who is the only _— Son 
of God in all the SanQified, that faves his People from their 
Sins. And your bowing at the Name of Jeſs, rather than at 
the Name 1-:a7xe!, doth it not demonſtrate you to be worſhip- 
pers of Angels, rather than the true God 2 And for you to bow 
down to any Letters, or Syllables, joined into a Name of God, 
or Man, is this, think you, to- worſhip God in Spirit and in 
Truth, as he requireth 2 And for any to bow down and worſhip 
any Thing or Name, that is not purely God alone, 1s moſt cer- 
tainly Idolatry and falſe Worſhip. And be not ignorant, . that 
the Name of God is (his Power, his Love ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts, his Immanuel) a ftirong Tower, whereinto the Righteous 
flee, and are there in Peace, Reſt, and Safety. Allelujah. 

Holy Days.) Holy Days, both Faſting Days, and Feaſting 
Days, were they brought in by the Command of God, or pre- 
ſcribed and impoſed by Man 2 Was not St. Pax! afraid of his 
Galatians, that he had beſtowed his labour on them in vain ? 
who inſtead of ſetting up, and forming of Chriſt the Day-Star in 
their Hearts, fell to the obſervation of Days, and Months, and 
Times, and Tears ; (ſetting up of Meats and Drinks; what to 
Eat, and when to eat 3 and what and when to forbear, reſpe&- 
ing of A(ew Moons, and Sabbath Days, one day more holy than 
another ; all which, in the firſt Covenant, were but ſhadows of 
good Things to come, which the Saints poſſeſs and enjoy in the 
ſecond Covenant, which is Chriſt in them, the end of the firſt 
Covenant, their Hope, their Crown, and Glory, Allelujah. 

In the fourth Commandment, you pray, That God would 7n- 
cline your hearts to keep this Law 3 which is, to keep holy the Seventh 
gay, (according to God's Command to the Fews) : Thus by 
your Traditions,ye make void the Law of God, and change the 


Truth of God into a Lie; and by bringing in the Old Covenant, 
I 2 which 
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which ſtands in divers outward Obſervations, which maketh no- 
thing perfe&t, ye have thruſt out the New Covenant, Chriſt, the 
Word in the Heart, the Saints Teacher, which perfe&eth for ever 
thoſe that are ſan&ified. Allelyjah, 

The Lord's Supper.) The Lord's Supper, I humbly declare to 
be a great Myſtery, not rightly underſtood by Man in the Fall : 
Jt is not Carnal Bread and _— _— m_ _ and Blood, 
as unregenerate Men apprehend and image. Chriſt's Words and 
Works are more Spiritual, than for Carnal Men to underſtand 
them; it is the Spirit that quickneth, and the Inſpiration of God 
alone that giveth to man underſtanding in the things of God. The true 
Supper of our Lord is, when Chriſt ſtands at the door of our 
Hearts and' knocks, that we then open to him, and he comes in 
to us, and ſups with us: This 1s the right Supper of our Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Firſt and the Laſt, the Alpha 
and Omega of all our Graces and Merctes. Wherefore, my dear 
Hearts, Oper O' ye Gates, and be lift up ye everlaſting Doors, that 
Chriſt the King of Glory may come in, and ſup with you. Allelu- 
Jah. | 
So the Fleſh and Blood, Bread and Wine that comes from Hea- 
ven, is Chriſt's Spirit of Light, his Body, which he gives for the 
Eife of the World ; this 1s Meat indeed, and Drink mdeed, that 
feeds and nouriſheth the Soul up to Eternal Life 3 which Cup of 
the New Teſtament, is the ſaving Health of all Nations that 
dwell upon the Face of the whole Earth. O my dearly Beloved, 
take and receive, eat and drink abundantly of this Cup of Salvati- 
on ; it is the new Wine in our Fathers Kingdom, a Fountain of 
Life that can never be drawn dry. Allelujah. 

Behold, I ſhew to you a Myſtery ; the Word in the Heart, the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in our Hearts, is the Leaves of the 
Free of Life, St. John ſpeaks of in the Revelations, given for the 
healing of the Nations, for the uniting of all Sets and Opinions 
m Religion, into the one true Religion, both Fews and Gemntiles, 
"Barbarians and Scythians, as well as Chriſtians of all Sorts or 
Names whatſoever, whether called Romar Catholicks, Epiſcopal 
Proteſtants, 
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Proteſtants, Presbyterians, Independents, Baptiſts, Quakers, Seekers, 
Socinians, Arminians, or by what other name known or diſtin- 
guiſhed, even all that fear God, and work Righteouſneſs, are 
accepted of him, and dearly Beloved by me, even all that in 
ſincerity and uprightneſs of Heart, walk 1n the Light of Chriſt 
Jeſus, wherewith they are enlightned ; even ſo, Amer. Alle- 
lujab. 


Moſt Reverend Arch-Biſbops, right Reverend the *Biſbops, 
with others the. Reverend Do@&ors and Fathers of our Church, 
I humbly beg leave of you to enquire, Whether ſetling Miniſters 
in Pariſh Churches, and compelling all to hear them to Preach 
and to Pray, firſt camein by the Command. of Chriſt, and by his 
Command ſo continue ? or, came this in in the dark Night of 
Apoſtacy, by Man's command, whilſt the falſe Church, the Whore, 
and falſe Prophet ruled, after the True Church of Chriſt was 
fled into the Wilderneſs ? 

Tithes.) Alſo I query, Whether Tithes ſet out in every Pa- 
riſh Church, were done by a Command or Law of God, or by 
a Law of Man ?- And if you receive them as from a Command 
of God to the Levitical. Prieſthood, . then are you to maintain all 
the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and Widows, out of them, that there 
may not be a Beggar in Exgland, as there was not in 1jrael. And 
if you receive them, 'as from a. Law of Man, then, Whether a 
forced Maintenance by Man's Law, be a ſuitable and proper 
Maintenance for the Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus? who receive tree- 
ly from him the Things of God, and ſo they give and diſpenſe 
freely thoſe Things, without Mony, and without Price, not for 
filthy Lucre-ſake, but of a ready Mind, andonly tothem they ſow 
Spiritual Things, of them they reap Carnal 3 and not by a Law 
of Compullion, but by the Law of Love only, which 1s Chrilt's 
Law and Command to his Diſciples and: Followers. - Ale- 
Injah. 

Tracking in (hurches.) And whether all the Miniſtry placed 


in every Pariſh to Preach, and to Pray, are ſent of — as 
aron 
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Aaron was ? read Exod. 4. 5. & 12.15. Dent. 4. 5. Andas all 
Chriſt's Miniſters are, and ever were, Commiſſionated, Aſſiſted, 
and Inſtrutted by his Holy Spirit, when and what they ſhall + 
Preach, and when and what they ſhall Pray : but 'tisnot ſo with 
Miniſters made by a Carnal Commandment of Man, that receive 
their Commiſſion from Man only. Such ru» (with *Balaarr ) 
after Gifts and Rewards, who preach for Hire, and ſeek for Gain 
from their quarters; ſuch, I declare, are no true Miniſters of 
Chriſt, neither can ever any ſuch (as have not Chriſt in them ) 
profit the Souls of Peopleat all ; for all God's Peopleare taught 
of him, and great is their Peace. Allelyjah. Doth not David 
ſay, O God, thou hait taught me from my Youth up? And the 
Meck God doth teach. And Fob (who was no [/raelite, but an 
Edomite) faith, He did teach from the Hand 7 the Lord, and that 
he was taught by immediate Revelation and —_— of the Al- 
mighty. And Iſaiah faith, That in God's Mountain, (which is 
his Spirit) he teacheth of his ways, and that all God's Children are 
taugkt of him ; and that God had anointed him to Preach, 
(which Un&tion is Truth in the Inward Parts, and no Lie) 
and teacheth the Way of God truly 5 which teaching of God's 
Spirit, is the way to God, wherein no Man can err, though a 
Fool. And Feremiah faith, In thoſe days (of the Spirits teaching ) 
I will make a New Covenant, ſaith the Lord ; for [ will write my 
Law in their Hearts, and put my Spirit in their inward parts; and 
they ſhall teach no more every Man their Neighbour, for they ſhall all 
know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt. Allelujah. And Fonah 
preached what he received from the Mouth of the Lord, and 
what the Lord taught him. And Micah, (a true Prophet of the 
Lord) faith, That (in the time of the Spirit's Reign and Go- 
vernment) the Mountain of the Lord ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the top 
of the Mountains, and many People ſhall flow to it ; and ſhall ſay 
4 God, He will there teach us of his Ways,and we will walk in his 
aths ; for the Law ſhall go out of Zion, and the Word of the 
Lord from Jeruſalem : which Fernſalems and Zion, is no earthly 


Building made of Wood and Stone, 'but the New Fernſalem is 
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the ſantified Heart, the new Heart, and right Spirit, a City 
whoſe Maker and Builder is God, Father and Mother, Sifter and 
Brother of all God's Children. Aielyjah. And did not John the 


" "Baptift (whoſe Baptiſm was from Heaven) teach his Diſciples 


how and what to Preach, and how and what to Pray, faying, 
As ye go, preach, the Kingdom of God is at hand £ And God the 
Father taught Holy Jeſus his Son, to preach deliverance to the 
Caprives, (all thoſe that truly repent ) the acceptable Year of 
the Lord. And as his Father taught him, ſo taught he his Diſci- 
les, ſaying, Go ye into the High-ways and Hedges, and tell the 
lind, the Lame, and the Halt, even all that are ſmall, and little in 
their own ezes, all that are heavy laden with Sin, let ſuch come and 
buy Eye-ſalve, buy the f cam Mk of the Word, without Mony, and 
without Price. And did not Holy Jeſus preach often in the Tem- 
ple and Synagogues of the Fews ? and did he not weep over 
them, who were ſo hard-hearted towards him, that when he 
would have gathered: them together, as a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens abs her Wings, yet they would not be healed nor 
covered under the Wings of the Cherubims, that attend the 
Mercy Seat of God, from under whoſe Wings of Grace and 
Love, ariſeth healing to all that are weary of their Sins? And 
Holy Jeſus alſo faith, As my Father taught me, I ſpeak and do; 
and as his Father taught him, fo taught he his Diſciples, the New 
and Everlaſting Covenant, How that (by his Light and Spirit) 
all God's People ſhould be taught of the Lord, and that great 
ſhould be their Peace : and that thoſe who would be his Diſct- 
ples, muſt learn of him, to be low, and meek in Heart, and to 
take up the daily Crofs to their own Wills ; which made him to 
deny his own Will, to do the Will of the Father ; as you may 
read Lake 22. 42. Fobn 4. 34. & 5.30. & 6.38. Heb. 2. 4. 
& 10. 10. Phil. 2.13. And this Obedience to the Will of the 
Father, (Chriſt, the Word in the Heart) 1s our SanCtification, 
Juſtification, Redemption, and Glorification. Alelujah. And 
all ſuch alone as are taught of God, Speak and Preach, as Men 
7 not as do the Scribes and Phariſees, _ 

ave 
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have nothing elſe to teach them, ſave the dead Letter, and their 
own Interpretations thereupon. Thus when Jeſus had breathed 
on his Diſciples, and given them the Holy Ghoſt, he faith, Go 
Je, and teach all Nations, baptiſing them into the Name, Nature, and 
Power of Chriſt's Spirit; not with material Water, for that is 
John's Baptiſor, but with Fire, which is the Holy Ghoſt, the on- 
ly one true Baptiſm, which waſheth and cleanſeth the Soul, Re- 
generates and begets the New Man Chriſt in us ; all ſuch who 
have their Hearts and Conſciences waſhed and ſprinkled from 
evil Works, to ſerve the Living God, are with faithful Abrahan 
happy and bleſſed. Alelujah. Notwithſtanding the Diſciples 
had received the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, yet they were to go to 
Jeruſalem, and there wait in that Spirit, till they were indued 
witha fuller meaſure of the ſame Spirit from on High, then they 
went forth converting many thouſand Souls, turning them from 
Darkneſs to Light, 2 the power of Satan to the Power of 
God, his Spirit in themſelves; and as they had received the Spi- 
rit freely,ſo they gave the Spirit 3 read AG.2.1,2,3,4.&+ 33.37.38, 
39,41. & 19.3,4,5,6. 1 Tim. 4. 14. & 6. 20. 2 Tim.1.9,10,14. 
Tit.3.5,6. In the Power of which Spirit, the Diſciples did not 
only do the Works and Miracles Jeſus did, but greater, when 
(as Dr. Feremy Taylor faith ) Chriſt was riſen in them. © Thus by 
* the fooliſhneſs of the Spirit's Preaching, it pleaſed God to ſave 
© thoſe that believe and obey the Word in the Heart, (as Doctor 
* Taylor faith) 3 which Word Incarnate, is God's Preacher to 
© all the World, and God's Salvation to the ends of 'the Earth. 
Allelujah. 


Singing Pſalms.) Likewiſebe pleaſed to conſider, Whether the 
Pſalms now ſung 1n Pariſh-Churches, (for Matter and Form ) be 
the ſame ſung by the Saints in the "Primitive Times, who ſung 
that they witneſſed to, be true, with underſtanding (of the Spi- 
rit) making melody in their Hearts to the Lord ? And whether 
thoſe that ſing, what they cannot witneſs true in themſelves, do 
not ling lies 1n hypocriſy, yea, or nay ? And whether any can 1n 


Truth «> 
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-Trath ſing the 131 P/alx, that is not born of the ſame humble, 
and meek Spirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus ? 


if O Lord, I am not puft in mind, I have no ſcornful eye ; 

I do not exerciſe my ſelf in things that are too high. 

But as a Child that weaned is, even from his Mothers Breaſt ; 
So have I, Lord, behaved my ſelf, in ſilente and in reſt. * 


And whether any that have not entred into, or gone through 
the New Birth, can fing the 17th Pſalm ? verſe 3, 


Thou haſt well tri'd me in the night, and yet could'it nathing find 
That I have ſpoken with my tongue, that was not in my mind. - 
And for the works of wicked Men, and paths perverſe and ill, 
For love of thy moſt holy N'ame, I have refrained ſtill, 
\ Pfal. 42. verſ.3, 4 _. 

The tears always are my repaſt, which from mine eyes do ſlide ;, 
When wicked Men cry out jo faſt, where now is God thy Guide 2 
Pfal. 102. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

And as an hearth my bones are burnt, my heart is ſmitten dead ; 

And withers like the graſs, that T forget to eat my bread, &c. 


Thus was David Crucified with Chriſt, and buried with him 
in Baptiſm, which none can truly ſing, but thoſe that are parta- 
kers with Chriſt in his Death and Sufterings. Alelujah. 
Alſo Pfal. 6. 2, e*c. 
For I am weak, therefore, O Lord, of mercy me forbear 3 
T0 And heal me, Lord, for why thou know'it my bones do quake for fear. 
Pſal. 22. 14, 15. | 
But I drop down like water ſhed, my joints in ſunder break; 
My heart doth in my body melt, like wax againſt the heat, &c. 
| Pal. 31. 1, 4, 5. | 
O Lord, I put my truit in thee, let nothing work me ſhame 3 
As thou art juſt, deliver me, and ſet me quite from blame. 


The Pſalms following can no Man truly ſing, but thoſe that 
'» areborn of the Spirit, and have Chriſt the New Birth in them: 
4 K Such 
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Such only as are rifen with Chriſt, can fin "g the triumphant new 
Song of Moſes and the Lamb, and of Simeon, and Mary the 
Virgin. lujah. 
Pſal. 18. 4,6. 

The pangs of death did compaſs - ard bound me every where ; 

The flowing waves of wickedneſs did put me in great fear. 

I thus beſet with pain and grief, did pray to God for grace ;, 

And he forthwith did hear my plaint, out of his holy Place. 

Verſ: 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 

He brought me forth in open 'place, whereas 1 might be free ; 

And kept me ſafe, becauſe he had a favour unto me 3 

For that I walked in his way, and in his paths have trod ; 

And have not ſinned wickedly againſt the Lord my God, &c. 

Verle 22. 
But pure, and clean, and uncorrupt, appear d before his face ; 
And did reſtrain from _—_ = ſin in any caſe, 
Verl. 28 
For by thy help, an hoſt of Men, "iſom fi, , Lord, I ſhall 3, 
By thee I ſcale and over-leap the ſtrength of any Wall, &c. 
Verl. 31, 32,33, 34: 

The God that girdeth me with ſtrength, is he that I do mean ; 

That all the ways wherein I walk did ever-more keep clean, &c. 

He did in order put my hands, to battel, and to fight 

To break in ſunder bars of wi he gave mine arms the might. 
Tho teacheſt me thy ſaving health, thy right hand is my tower 3 
Thy love and familiarity doth feill increaſe my power, 
And Verle 38. 

For thou didit gird me with thy ftirength, to war in ſuch a wiſe ; 

That they be all ſcatter'd abroad, that up againſt me riſe. 

| Verl. 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 46- 

And fill like duſt before the wind, I drive them under feet ; 

And fweep them out like filthy cla y, that ſticketh in the ſtreet. 

Thou keep ſt me from ſeditious Folk, that ſtill in 7 are led ; 

Ard thou doit of the Heathen Folk appoint - jo be Head, &c. 


Verl. 


——_—_ 


* 


[67] 
Verl. 48,49. 
And for this cauſe, O Lord my God, to thee give thanks T hull ; 
And ſing out praiſes to thy Name, amongit the Gentiles alt, 8c. 


. Allelujah. 


Pſalm 23. to the end. 
My Shepherd js the living Lord, nothing therefore I need ; 
In paſtures fair, and waters calm, he ſets me forth to feed, &c. 
Pſal. 4. 1, 7, 8, 9. 
O God that art my Righteouſneſs, Lord hear me when I call ; 
Thou haſt ſet me at liberty, when I was bound in thrall, &c. 
' Plal. 42. 7, 8. 
One grief another in doth call, a: Clouds burſt forth their voice + 
The yu of evil that do fall, run over me with noiſe, 
Yet 1 by day felt thy goodneſs, and help at all aſſays 3 
Likewiſe by night I did not ceaſe the living God to praiſe. 
Verſe 9g. 
I am perſwaded thus to ſay, to him with pure pretence ; 
O Lord thou art my guide and ftay, my rock. and ſure defence. 


Pfal. 59. 16, 17. 
But I will ſhew thy ſtrength abroad, thy goodneſs I will praiſe ; 
For thou art my defence, and God, at need inall aſſays, &c: 
Pſal. 119. 17. 

Within my heart and ſecret thoughts, thy words I have hid ſtall ; 
That I may not at any time offend thy Godly Will, 

Verſ. 13, 14,15, 16. 
Mj lips have never fear'd to preach, and publiſh day and night ; 
The judgments all that did proceed, from thy mouth full of might. 

Verſ. 22,55, 56, 57, 67- 

Lord turn from me rebuke and ſhame, which wicked men conſpire ; 
For I have kept thy Covenant, with zeal as hot as fire. 

Verl. 105, 167, 168. 
Even as a Lanthorn to my feet, ſo doth thy Word ſhine bright ; 
And to my paths, where-ever I go, it is a flaming lzght, &c. 


K 2 Pſal. 


Alletujah. 
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Pal. 130. 5; 6. 
I: God I put my whole truſt, my ſoul waits on his will ;, 
For his promiſe is moit just, and I hope therein ſtill, &c. 
Pal. 146. 1. 
My ſoul, praiſe thou the Lord always, my God I will confeſs ; 


While breath and life prolong my days, my tongue no time ſhall ceaſe, 
Allelujah. 


Theſe, and the reſt of David's Pſalms, are good and excellent 
to thoſe that can ſing them with David's Spirit 3 that have-with- 
in them a clean Heart, and right Spirit, as David had. Allelujah. 
But tothoſe that ſing them with an impure, unclean, and unre- 
penting Heart, all things performed by them, in the- Worſhip 
and Service of God, are impure ; even. their very Prayers and 
Praiſes are Sin. Thus to the Pure, all things are pure, to all 
ſuch as ſing in the movings and joy of God's Spirit, with under- 
ſtanding, making melody in their hearts to the Lord: So. let 
Chriſt, the Word, dwell-in you richly in all wiſdom, teaching 
and admoniſhing one another, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spi-- 
ritual Songs, ſinging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord ; 
Bleſſed are the People that are in ſuch a caſe, who- have Chriſt the 
Lord for their God, working all their Works in them and for them, 
both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. Allelujah. 

Ido believe the Church of England, the beſt conſtituted Natio- 
nal Church in the World ;, and adorned with many of her Wor- 
thies, the beſt Learned, and moſt ſound in Doctrine; and for 
integrity of- Life, and Converſation, moſt Sweet, moſt Humble, 
Meck, and Charitable 3 whoſe Plat-forms of Religion ( of. all 
the National Profeſſions): I judg the moſt large, and likely to 
gather together, and build up into Love and good Works, which 
1s the Sum of. all true Chriſtian Religion, and the End both of 
the Law and Goſpel. Yet as I know there may be many things 
amended, ſome left out, and ſome added, in the Nine and thirty 
Articles, and Commen-Prajer Book ;,. fo I well know, there is that 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the Church of England, (if called 
together, 
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together, to weigh and conſider of theſe Matters) as. will not 
only correct and amend what is amiſs, but alſo add thoſe things 
that may much illuſtrate Truth, to the Edification and Salvation 
of Souls, and to the building up, and uniting ſeveral different 
perſwaſions in the Truth, and in Love towards each other, who 
now at | panes are much divided. I do alſo know, that there 
are, and ever were, Operations and Adminiſtrations of God in 
the World, all wrought by one and the ſame Spirit. 


The firſt Diſpenſation is, from Adam to Moſes; under which 
Adminiſtration, Men were taught to ſerve and worſhip God, by 
the ſeven Preceptsof Noah, taught from Father to Son ; and 
ſuch as were {(incere and upright hearted in that Worſhip, pleaſed 
God, and were accepted of him 5 who requires no more of any, 
than. what they have, and not what they have not. 


The ſecond Adminiſtration was from Moſes, through the Pro- 
phets, unto Fohr the Baptiſt ; and ſuch are taught by wife Rules 
taken out of the Law and Prophets, and need a: learned Natio- 
nal Miniſtry, ſuch as are well read in Natural Philoſophy, and in 
Divinity, to expound and preach to the People thoſe things that 
tend to Peace and Godlineſs, to love God (the Light and Life of 
our Souls) above all things Terreſtrial, and our Neighbour. 
(which is all mankind)- as our ſelves: In theſe two contiſt- the 
Sum and Subſtance of all true Religion ; but by no means to- 
preach thoſe things that are Doubttul or Controverſal, all that. 
tends to the dividing of Chriſt's ſcamleſs Coat,and not to unite in 
the Truth, but to deſtroy it. Truth 1n the inward Parts, 1s that 
which all Men of all Religions agree to, without Diſpute 3 
* Which Diſpute ever was and 1s (as faith Dr. Tazlor) the.Scab 
* of the Church, and Bane of all true Religion. 


The third.and laſt Adminiſtration is from Joh ( the greateſt 


of all Prophets, born of a Woman, or that ſtick 112 Form or out- 
v | ward. 
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ward Obſervations) unto Chriſt, the Word in the Heart, who 
-4s without form or comhneſs, the eternal and only begotten Son 
of God before Abraham ; he was, and is, and is to come, with- 
ont Carnat Father, or Carnal Mother 3 without beginning of 
Days, or end of Eife, God's High Prieſt forever, after the Order 
oe biſedeck, which is the Order of the Holy Ghoſt ; and all 
ſuch, born of God's Spirit of Grace, having Chriſt Jefns in 
them, are the only Sons: and Daughters of God ; and need no 
other Teacher, ſave God alone. Allelujdh. 


I likewiſe know there are dividings of Names and Opinions 
in the Churchof England ; ſome recewe the DoGrines and Inter- 
pretations of Lyther and Calvin ; others rather chuſe Socinus 
and Arminins for their Guides : Thus ts Chrift divided, when 
-in Truth Chrift is but one Eternal Univerſal Spirit of Love, 
Light, and Life, in all Men, of all Religions in the World, and 
God's Salvation through Him is to the ends of the Earth. 

For the ſake of thoſe that thus diſagree, F have looked into, 
and confidered the Grounds and Cauſes of their Diviſions, 


Lither's Do&rine, I find chiefly to confiſt 5 firſt, Againſt In- 
dulgences,and that-they were unlawful ; againſt Freewill; againſt 
the Pope's Supremacy, and his Excommunieation 3 againſt Fem- 
-poral Poſſeſhons of the Clergy 3 againſt Merit of Works, and 
'Monaſtick Life 3 againſt Canonical Obedience, and diſtin&tron 
of Meats; againſt Tranſubſtantiation, and Communion under 
one kind ; againſt the Maſs, and Aurigular Confeſſion 5 againſt 
Abſolution, and Purgatory ; agamſt extream Un&ion,-' and five 
of the Sacraments. He alfo. held; That Gemera! Conncils might 
err; that Antichriſt was not a particular Perſon, but a Spirit, 
contrary and againſt Chriſt's Spirit ;that Faith only juſttfieth, yet 
Man is not ſaved. without good Works;that a faithful Man might 
have affuranceof his Salvation ; that the Sacrament did not con- 
vey Grace, but was a {ign of it 3 that to the Faithful Sim is not 
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impated. And ſome of his Followers fay, © That we are not ju- 

*ſhified by Faith or Works, but as eſſential Righteouſneſs of 

< Chriſt dwelling m us. And by Lxther's proteſting againſt the 

= of Rome m theſe Things, firſt betan- the Name *Prote- 
ant. 


Calvin's Dof&rine I find to conſiſt herein ; Firſt, he faith, * The 
* Scriptures are a ſufficient Rule to Life,8& the only Judg of Con- 
*troverſtes; that the Elett only have faving Faith ; that Prede- 
* ſtination to Life and Death, depends not in Man's Obedience 
* or Diſobedience, but on God's Choice ; that the true- Church 
* of God, conliſteth only of the Eleft 5; that the Church and 
* Magr{trate may not make Laws to bind the Conſcience in Mat- 
* ters Religious and Divine 3; that Sins are inherent in us, though 
* not imputed to.us; that Faith is a more excellent Vertue than 
* Charity ; that there is no merit in us ; that there is but two 
* Sacraments, and theſe can neither juſtify nor confer Grace. 


Socinws's Doftrines, I find chiefly to confiſt in this 3 Firſt, That 
there is no Origninal Sin in us, derived from Ada: ; that there 
1s a free-will to Goodneſs in us 3 that we may here fulfil the Law 
of God, if we watk in the Grace given us to profit with, ( as-- 
Rom. 8. 13. Tit. 2.11.) that the Cauſes of Predeſtination are 
not in God, but in our ſelves, who obey or diſobey the Grace 
of God, given asa Talent to every one to work out his own : 
Salvation z that Chriſt did not ſatisfy for us, but gives power by 
his Grace tofſatisfy for our Selves ; that there is not a Trinity of 
Perſons in one God ; he denies that God hath elected a certain + 
number to Salvation, and reprobated the reſidue to eternal Dam- 
nation ; he denies that God's Juſtice was ſatisfied by Chriſt's Sut- - - 
ferings, and that God needed no ſuch rigid Satisfadtion ; that | 
Men are not made really Righteous, by any imputation front-. 
another's Righteouſneſs without, whilſt they are really unrigh- 


teous withm ; he doth not believe that Chriſt aſcended mto. - 
| Heaven + 
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Heaven with his humane- Body of -Fleſh, Blood, 'and* Bones ; 
but that Body which he hath 15: more Spiritual and Glorious ; 
he owns the Spirit. of Grace in every -Man ſufficient (to all 
that obey and follow it) to lead into Lif Eternal. 


Arminixs his DoGrines, I find chiefly to be theſe ; Firſt, That 
God hath not ele&ed ſome, and reprobated others ; that God is 
juſt in ſaving .thoſe that believe; and: obey his Goſpel, and. in 
condemning thoſe only that reje& and diſobey it : Which I take 
to be according to Truth 3 read Fobn 3. 19. Dent. 30.14,15,19. 
That Men are not made juſt by Imputative Righteouſneſs only, 
but Inherent 3 that Man is not made Righteous within, by 
any imputation from another's Righteouſneſs. from without, 
whilſt he is really unrighteous within : which I take to be 
found Do&rine ; read */omz. 8. 9, 10, 11,13, 14. 2 Cor.s5. 17, 
& 10.5. &* 13. 5. Gal. 2.20. Col. 1. 27. & 2.6. He affirms, 
That the Grace of God 1s ſufficient to lead Men, that obey and 
follow it, into Eternal Life. This I take alſo to be ſound Do- 
Erine, agreeable to Truth ; read Tt. 2. 11. He fays, Chriſt's 
Carnal Fleſh, Blood, and Bones, is not aſcended into Heaven ; 
read 1 Cor. 15. 50. 2 Cor. 5.16. John 3.13. &* 6. 63. Eph. 4. 10. 
That God hath not decreed to leave any Man in the ſtate of 
Damnation. This alſo agrees with the Scriptures 3 read Prov, 
21.15. &- 28. 18. Iſa. 59. 2. Fer. 4.14. Epheſ; 2.5. 1 Tim.2.4. 
That God affordeth ſufficient means to bring to the knowledg of 
Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit of Grace within every one; 
read Fohr 1. 4,9. 1 Cor. 12. 7. Ti.2. 11. That Chriſt did not 
die for the Ele& only, but taſted death for every Man, even- his 
Enemies, by giving his Light and Life unto every one, as Joh» x, 
4, 9. Which Spirit of Grace, if any refiſt or deſpiſe, ſuch cru- 
city to themſelves the Lord of Life afreſh. That Original Sin of 
it ſelf is not ſufficient to condemn Mankind to eternal puniſh- 
ment. This alſo is a Truth ; read Fer. 31. 30. Ezek, 18. 2, 3,4. 
That an unregenerate Man is not totally and finally dead to , 
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and deſtitute of ſpiritual Strength, but that: he may {by- God's 
Grace) hunger'and' thirſt S. Rightoouſnels am <A this 
alſo-agrees with Epheſ, 2.1. 5. & 5.'14. That Grace and Free- 
Will are cooperating Cauſes in our Converſion, and that Per- 
ſeverance is not the effeCt of Election, but is attained by virtue 
of the New: Covetiant;z- read Fer. 31. 33, &c. Rome. 10. 6, 8. 
.2 Cor, 4. 6,7: Heb;8. $ &- 13.5. That there is no Original 
Sin conveyed from Adam to his Poſterity 3' read Ger. 4. 7. 
Ezek. 18. 2, 3, 4. & 33. 11, 18, Row. 6. 22, 23. That there 
1s free Will to Goodneſs in us, by God's free Grace; read Tr. 2. 
.II..; That; God could juſtly pardon our Sins; (when by his 
Grace we repent;) without any other fatisfaGtion, than his own 
free Mercy and Grace, That God doth not predeftinate any to 
Damnation, but as they obey or difobey his Laws: read Ger. 
22:18. Dent.4.30. & 13.4. Job 36.11. 1.1.19. As 5:32. Heb. 
i: £.PM-LA2A 1, 5) Mets 

I humbly beg- pardon «that I. have preſumed to. illuſtrate the 
Sentiments' of the Arminian Dodrines, with Scriptures 5 it is, 
becauſe they have bin-much cried out againſt as errant Hereticks, 
although upon examination, I find them more ſound in the True 
Faith, than thoſe that call them ſo : And bythat ſmall experi 
I have obtained, both by reading and otherwiſe, I find and ob- 
ſerve, that thoſe that are indeed the greateſt Hereticks, cry He- 
reticks firſt. Thus the bleſſed Apoltle St. *Paxl was eſtemed an 
Heretick , when he ſaid, After that way you cell Hereſy, do I wor- 
ſhip the God of my Fathers. And how was Holy Jeſus cried out 

inſt as a *Blaſphemer, and otherwiſe, only for ing the 
New Covenant, the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus 3 which the Scribes 
- and *Phariſees would not receive, becauſe againſt their Tradi- 
tions, and outward obſervation of the old Law, which made 
void the New. And I have known one of late Years much 
cried out againſt as' a #otoriows Heretick and Blaſphemer, for 
preaching up Chriſt in the Saints, God's New Covenant,” aud 
the Way to Life Eternal. HGH. / 32b's ny 
. * And 
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© +And' certainly: thee is no greater mark of a falſe perſecy- 
« ting Church, a4 learned Mr. Yoſiph Glaxeil obſerves )- than 
* 20 give evil Names to Diflenters in Matters of Opinion in Re- 
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and- miniſters Grace to the Hearexrs, 'Tis Yon (reverend- 
worthy Sirs) that can hold forth the war We} ror x and 
bliſkment to the World ; and I am w 
you for ſuch a Wark as this, therefore I beſeech y 
word of Exhortation Be faithful to the Teſtimony of the 
with which he hath wnſpured you 3 ſtand forth m 
Power, of that Spirit. . which dwells in -you 3 hy 
Ends, .and. ſelf Intereſts, and come forth in the. | 
ſimplicity of the Love of God, in which you'will breath out the 
bleſſing of Peace amongſt us. O let not Sion be built up any 
longer: with Blood, nor her Mourners wander about in the De- 
Arts to ſeek for ſhelter and ſafety 3 let the ſearchings of your 
Hearts, and the yearnings of your Bowels, be for the Breaches- 
and Diviſions that are among the People of God: *Tis You 
that the great expeQation of many of the Lord's People in this - 
Nation is now towards : Our Wounds & Breaches in the Circum- 
ſtantials of Religion are too wide and extenſive for a formal, 
outward, and literal Miniſtry to heal *and cement. We haye 
Htnguiſhed in Diviſions too long already, under theſe Phyſictans 
'tis only a Spirit-Miniſtry, with evidence, demonſtration, and - 
power (that proceeds from an innate Principle of the Love of 
God ſhed abroad in our Hearts) that can compoſe all our Dif- 
ferences, ſatisfy all Parties and Intereſts, and ſettle us upon a 
ſure Foundation of Peace, Reſt, and Happineſs. If there be - 
therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
#-any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, ful- 
fil ye the Joy of the People of God in theſe Nations, that yecome 
forth with the like Mind and Spirit in your Miniſtry amongſt us, 
and in the Power of the ſame Love, preſerve the Unity of the 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace. I know thereis. wiſdom and large- 
neſs enough in the Love of God, to accompliſh theſe noble - 
Ends ; and the witneſs of this upon your Hearts, muſt necefla- 
rily ſtrengthen your Faith in this Miniſtry 3 for certainly, that 
Love (ſo ample) that can .redeem the World, ( _ | 
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where 'tis witneſſed'by the Spirit) will appear large enongh'ts 
cover all our Infirmines, abate all our Contentions, ' and quiet 
all the Clamours that abound among us. If thus you can appear, 
and ſtand forth this day, as indeed Prieſts unto'God, and true 
Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, you ſhall worthily be called, The Heal- 
errof 'our- Breaches,' and the Reſtorers of our *Paths 'to dwell and 
walk-in, withlove and pleaſantneſs one towards another. In which 
Spirit of Univerſal Loveand good Will, I Reſt, a Friend to you, 
and the Souls of all, whilſt I am, and when I am no more, 


R./R. 


Sa 
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To all Teachers, Preachers, and Dilpenlers of the 
Word and Sacraments, under the Diſpenſations of thoſe 
called Presbyterians, Independents, and Anabap- 
tiſts, RoBERT RICH, a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
called to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated unto the Goſpel of God ; 
which Goſpel was promiſed and preached by the Holy 

- Men of God ever fince the Foundation of the World was 
Laid , as in the Scriptures of Truth you may read, 
Gen.3.8,15. & 12.1, 3, with Gal.z.8. Deut.30. 
11,12,13,14,15. Rom.10.6,8, Jer.z1.31,to 35. 
with Heb. 8.8, to the end. I{a.5 2.7. with Rom.10.15. 

| Ifa.61.1. with Luke 4.18. & 9.6. Mark 16.15. 
2 Cor. 4.4, 6. 2 Tim.1.10. 1 Pet. 1.12,25. In 
the power and ſtrength of which Goſpel (the Word in the 
Heart, or Love of God Jhed abroad in our Hearts ) 
doth R. R. ſend Greeting in our Lord God Everlaſting. 
Allelujah. 


O you that are Regenerate and born again of 
the Spirit, who have Chriſt Jeſus, the New - 
Man, in you, and are Members of his Body 
Spiritual, through SanCtification of the Holy 
Spirit of Grace, you in him, and he in you, 
made perfe& in one, to you, Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace be multiplied, from God our Heavenly Father, and onr Lord 
Teſws Chriſt. Amen. Allelujah. 


_ 
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In the Year-1656, feeling the Birth of God in me, by the 
overſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, wherein I was made a Member 
7 Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 

eaven 5 Which Spirit of Light begat Chriſt Jeſus the New Man 
in-me, by whom I obtained Reconciliation and Peace with God, 
and good-will towards his Creation. Which Spirit of Love mo- 
ved: me in the Year 1666, to ſend to the People called Preſ- 
bjterians, Thirty pounds, to be diſtributed amongſt their Poor, 
that were in Need, Sickneſs, or any other kind of Adver- 
ſity. 
The like Sum I alſo ſent to them called Independents : As like- 
wiſe to thoſe called .Arabaptiſts, to be diſtributed to the Poor 
that were amongſt them. Not as Jxds that betrayed his Maſter 
into the hands of Sinners for Thirty pieces of Silver, but from 
one that witneſſed the ReſurreFicn from the Dead 5 one who had 
long crucified the Lord of Life in my Self, and by many and 
often Tranſgreſſions, had ſlain the Witneſs of God, his Holy 
Spirit of Grace and Light, which oft cried in me, Why wilt thou 
die 2 Return to me, the Light and Life of the Soul, and thou ſhalt 
live. At length I hearkened to the Voice of the Son of God in 
me; in obedience to which Voice, my Soul came to live ; in 
whoſe Life I have Reſt, Peace, and Joy, in the Lord my Sa- 
viour. Allelujah. 

Thus by the Incarnation, or indwelling of the Life of Chriſt 
Jeſus in my mortal Fleſh, I came to inherit Life Eternal, by and 
through him that is the Regereration, the ReſurreJion, and the 
_ Allelujah. By which Spirit of Grace, and Revelation 
of Chriſt in me, I came to ſee what "Peter ſaw, (A&s 10. 34,35. 
eMatth. 16: 17. ) That of all Nations, and Religions, thoſe that 
_ God, and added righteouſly towards Man, are accepted with 

MM. 

Alſo by the fame Revelation of God's Spirit, I underſtood 
the great Love of God to the World ; that in all Ages and 
Times, he hath ſent and given his only begotten Son, his Spirit 
of 
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of Light, to be the Life of the World, his Everlaſting Cove- 
nant of Light and Life, wherewith every one is enlightned (both 
Few and Gentile) that cometh into the World, that fo all Men 
might be ſaved by believing in him, and by following of him, 
who is the Way, the Truth, the Life; and God's Salvation to the 
ends of the Earth, Allelujah. As you may read 1/2.42.6. & 49.6. 
Dent. 3o. 11, to 15. Jer. 31. 31, &c. with Rox.10.6,8. Heb.8.8, 
to the end. John 1.4, 9. & 8.12. & 12.46. 2 Cor. 4. 4,6. 
Which Spirit of Light, Life, and Truth in the Inward Parts, 
the Word incarnate in the Heart,moved on the Face of my Deep, 
and ſhining on my Tabernacle z which Tabernacle God pitched 
in me, in whoſe Light I ſaw Lightz which gave me freedom to 
look into all manner of Opinions and Religions 5 which Light 
_ opened my Underſtanding, fo as toknow Good from Evil, Right 
from Wrong, and Truth from Error. 

In which Spirit of Light, I read many Books writ by *Presby- 
terians, Independents, and ' Baptiits; which Three I find fo neerly 
united together, as to the many Doctrines they place Salvation 
in, that I join you in one Epiſtle together; I confeſs I find you 
differing one from another, and amongſt your ſelves, in Matters 
of Diſcipline, and ſome other few Opinions, wherein the King- 
dom of God doth not conſiſt z and which a little Charity and 
Brotherly Love, would ealily unite and reconcile. I know ſuch, 
and the like Things you much contend for, and divide from 
each other, as did and doth the *Proteſtant, from the *Papiſt, the 
*Presbyterian from the Epiſcopal *Proteſtant ; the Independent from 
the *Presbyterian ; the * Baptiſt from the Independent ; the Quaker 
(as I/-zael) hath his hand againſt every one ; and all for no- 
thing elſe, than about Words, . and ſome outward Obſervations : 
ſo that Chriſt's ſeamleſs Coat (made of Good-will to all) is 
much divided, torn, and rent ; who is one Spirit of Love to you 
all, ſent down from the Father of Spirits, a Light to Few and 
Gentile, and to be God's Salvation to the ends of the Earth; Him 
who 1s the Eternal Son, and Heir of God's Kingdom ; Him 
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who is come into the World to ſave Sinners, and to bleſs us, by 
turning every one of #s from the evil of our wazs. Againſt him do ti 
the Huſbandmen, Gog and eMagog, all Sefts, though never fo " 
different, unite and join (as Herod and Plat did) againſt the s X. 
Lord's Anointed in the Sandtified, who is now coming to take S 
his Kingdom, though the Heatken never fo much rage thereat, 
and ſhall, muſt, and will rule and reign in them for ever arid ever. b 
Amen. Allelujah. C 
I know (by what I have read in your Books) that you Three e1 
all agree (as do many other of the SeFs in Chriſtendom ) in the t 
Birth of Chriſt, as he was the Son of Man, born of a Virgin ; 
that he lived a Holy Life, was crucified, dead, and buried ; that 
he aroſe the third day, and aſcended into Heaven, with his Natural 7 
Body of Flſþ,Blood, and Bones. And that your believing of what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered here on Earth in his own Perſon, is your 
Salvation ; which Faith of yours I humbly crave leave to exa- 
mine by the Scriptures of Truth, And as I am a Prieſt of God to 
the World, by having Chriſt Jeſus in me, I fay, and declare, That 
unleſs ye be born of the Spirit, and have the ſame Spirit in you 
that was in Chriſt Jeſus, to lead into Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
as it did him, ye are no true Chriſt;ans, nor ever can ſee the 
Kingdom of God; read Fohr 3. 3: Rom. 8. 9, &c. 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
And except the Spirit of God's Grace kill Sin in us, as in him, 
Chriſt's Death at Jeruſalem will do us but little good 5 read Roz. 
6. 4, 5, 8. & 8.6, 10,11. 1 Cor. 15. 31. Gal. 2.20. Epheſ. 2. 5. 
Phil. 3. 10. Col. 2. 13. And as for Chriſt's Reſurreftion and 
Aſcenſion without us, this will do us no good, unleſs in the 
Power of the ſame Spirit we be raiſed with him, to fit down in 
Heavenly Places together with Chriſt Jeſus; read Rom.6.4,8,11. 
x Cor.6.14. Epheſi2.6. Col.2.12. &+ 3.1. t 
I alſo know and declare, That in the true Chriſt, are two Na- + 
tures united in one Perſon.” 
Firſt, As he was the Son of God from all Eternity, and is the 
Birth of God in all the SanCtified, Heis God bleſſed ſor ever. 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, As he was the Son of Man, born 'of Humane Na- 
ture, and of a Reafonable Soul, ſubſiſting as ſuch, he could do 
nothing of himſelf, and denied himfelf, and his own Will, and 
was compaſled about with many Infirmities, like unto other Men, 
Sin only excepted ; read John 5. 30. eMatth. 26. 39. Heb.5.2. 

As he was the Son of Man, he was but a Creature, having 
beginning of Days and end of Life. But as he was the Son of 
God, he was Alpha and Omega, without beginning of Days, and 
end of Life, God's Everlaſting Covenant of Light and Life to 
the World. 

As he was the Son of Man, filled with the Holy Ghoſt, he 
had 2 * Body prepared to do the Will of God here on Earth, as it is 
in Heaven, (as all that are born of God have) ; not only as 
our Example, but for our Conſolation, and Salvation ; and thus 


«1t is with all that are born of the Spirit z read 2 Cor. 1. 5,6, 7. 
, John 13. 15. Phil. 3. 15,16, 17. 1 Tim. 4. 12. James 5. 10. 


1 Pet. 1.21. So you ſee it is the Birth of the Spirit (in all the 
Sanified) and not the Humane Nature, that is the Saviour : 
Not what Jeſus did (as he was the Son of Man) at Jernſalemr, in 
his own Perſon only, but what he did, and for ever doth, in 
the Saints, as he was, 1s, and for ever ſhall be, one and the ſame, 
God's only begotten Son, the Word in the Heart, his Everlaſt- 
ing Covenant of Light and Life to Few and Gemtile;, and fo 
he is God's Salvation to the ends of the Earth, Allelujah. More- 
over, I would you might underſtand, That all born of the Spirit, 
are born of God, and have the mind and Spirit in them that 


"was in Chriſt Jeſus; and do the fame Works, and greater 


Works 3; Wher ( as Dr. Taylor faith ) Chriit 3s riſen in them : tor, 
are they not the Light of the World, and Salt of the Earth £ walk 
as Chriſt walked, and are in this World, as he 1s in Heaven ? read 
Gen.5.24. 2 Cor.6.16. Gal.5.16. Col.2.6. 1 John2.6. 1 Cor.2.16. 
Phil.2.5. Matth. 5. 14. Gal.2,20. 1 John 4. 17. Mark 16.17,18. 
John 14.12, Rev.1.5,6. 


As 
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As Chriſt by the Spirit of the Father was filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, in which Spirit the fulneſs of the Godhead doth dwell 


bodily, of whoſe fulneſs is given to all the SanCtified, Grace for, 


Grace ; And as they receive the Spirit of Grace freely, ſo they 
diſpenſe the Word and Spirit of Grace freely : for did not Pal 
give the Spirit ? read AGs 19.3, to7. And was not that the Spj- 
rit Timothy received, by the laying on of his hands, called, The 
Gift of God ? 2 Tim. 1. 6. And did not he that miniſtred the 
Spirit to the Galatians, give the Spirit to them ? read (3a, 2.5, 
And did not *Paxl, by virtue and power of the Spirit's Admini- 
ſtration, convert Thouſands, turning them from 'Darkreſs to Lieht, 
and from the Power of Satan to the Power of God? And wag it 
not by the virtue of the ſame Power of the Spirit, that Peter 
converted, at one Sermon, about Five thouſand £ And was it not 


the Power of the ſame Spirit in Chriſt Jeſus, in the Apoſtles and ? 
their Followers, and in Moſes and Aaron, and in all the Prophets | 


and Men of God, that wrought and did all the Wonders and Mi- 
racles ever ſince the World began ? 

And this I do further declare to all the World, as my Opinion, 
That whoſoever is not born of this Spirit, and led by this Spirit 
of God, is no true Chriſtian, nor Miniſter of Chriſt ; nor ever 
can profit the People, or convert Souls to God. I know that 
a Man void of the Spirit, may, through the Light of Reaſon, 
m the Letter, begetand bring Men into a Se&, and into an Opi- 
#ion, ſo ſtrong, that he may come to die for it, (as we ſee in 


the Quakers and *Papiſts, &c.) yet for the ſake of Chriſt, and . 


his Leadings, will not forſake their Luſts, nor their own Self- 
Wills 5 This 3s (as Dr. Taylor faith) falſe Martyrdom. 


Alſo I know you Three are all One in many other Opinions ; 
You agree with Calvin, viz. That the Scriptures are the Word. of 
God, and a ſufficient Rule of Life to meaſure and try Dofrines 
and Spirits by, under the Goſpel, and the only Fudg of Contro- 
verſies. 
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And, as is printed before the *Bible, with Marginal Notes, 
Here is the Spring where Waters flow, to quench the heat of Sin, &c. 
Here is the Bread that feeds the Life, that Death cannot aſſail, &c. 
The Fortreſs of our Faith is here, and Shield of our Defence, &c. 
Whereas in truth the Scriptures (without the Spirit ) are but a 
dead Letter put in the place of Chriſt, who is the only #rue 
Bread and Water of Life. But inſtead of Chriſt in us, the New 
Creature, the Word in the Heart, and only Rule of Lite, - that 
ends all Controverſies, and leads into Love and Union, even all 
that walk therein, you place the Dead Letter, which increa(- 
eth, but never endeth Strife and Controverſies amongſt Chri- 


ſtians, And indeed how can it be, that the Scriptures ſhould ever 


end Controverſies, ſeeing there are ſo many falſe Copies, and 
every one differing from each other, that no Man knows the 


, True? nor do I think there is any without Error, nor any fo 


falſe, but that there is much Truth in it. 


St. Hierom ſaith, * That the Hebrew and Greek Copies, were 
* much perverted by Fews and Hereticks 3 ſo that he rather choſe 
© the Vilgar Latin, (though many Faults were committed by 
* Writers in that alſo) ; which having amended, he laid afide all 
* other Latin Verſions, which, he faith (in his Time) were al- 
* moſt innumerable. So that I ſee, in thoſe *Primitive Times, 
there were no True Copies to be found 3 and that if you make 
the Written Scriptures your full Rule, it will be but a crooked 
one, ſuch as every Man, by his private Interpretation, makes as 


'a Noſe of Wax to turn every way 3 and putting that Authority 


upon the Scriptures, by making them the Rule of Chriſtian Lite, 
and End of Controverſies, is ſo far from working this End, 
that it hath broched more Hereſies and falſe Opinions, than ever 
were known in the World betore theſe laſt and perilous Times, 
And there can be no recovery out of this Gulph of Miſery, but 
as Men come to forſake this great Idol the Letter, and putting 


no more ſtreſs and confidence in it, than in a Declaration oft 


Truth, 


L 
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Truth, when firſt written and uncorrupted ; and that Men re- 
turn to the Word of God, the Volumn of God's Book, the 
Word in the Heart, which never can be corrupted nor changed, 
the ſure Word of Prophecy, which it a Man obey, will ſurely 
lead into Life Eternal. AMlelujah. 

And this ſetting up the Letter above the Spirit, and Man by 
Carnal Force making himſelf Judg thereof, hath bin the cauſe 
of all the Innocent Blood ſhed (upon the account of Religion ) 
from Abel to this day. 

Dr. Gel, a pious Man, and well read in the Oriental Tongues, 
hath writ a Book in Folio, printed Anno 1659, entituled, 4 
4 towards an amendment of the laſt Engliſh Tranſlation of the 

ible; wherein many Faults are found, and amended by him. 
And the Makers of the laſt Tranſlation, fay, in their Preface, 
They had amended many thouſand Words that were amiſs 'in the 
former Tranſlation. 

Wherefore my Advice is, That all accounted Chriſtians, do a- 
void vain Jangling and Diſputing abome Religion, and the Let- 
ter, which eats as a Canker, and is as a Peſt in the Church, and 
deſtroys all true Religion, which conſiſts in brotherly Love and 
Kindneſs ; which Love edifies, and 1s the Sum and Subſtance 
both of Law and Goſpel. . Rather learn to judg and condemn 
your ſelves, than your Brethren ; this 1s the way to have Peace 
with God, and Unity and Amity one with another, though of 
different Opinions and Perſwaſions. Al/elyjah. 


4 

Likewiſe with Calvin ye agree, © That Predeſtination toLifeand 
* Death, depends not on Man's Obedience, or' Diſobedience, 
© but on God's Choice ; and that God from all Eternity ele&ed 
©a certain number to Salvation, and reprobated the reſidue to 
* Eternal Damnation. 

Which Opinion I take to be greatly inconſiſtent with the Na- 
ture of God, and moſt unprofitable to maintain as Dottrinal 
among(t Men ; for God would have all Men ſaved, by coming - | 

t 


- 


[ 85 3 
the Knowlealg of the Truth, and by obeying the fame. To which 
end our moſt gracious Lord God hath fo loved the World, as fo 
ſend his only begotten Son into the World, the Word in the Heart; 
that was 1n the beginning with God, and is God, his Covenant 
of Light to the World, and his Salvation to the ends of the Earth, 
to enlighten every one that cometh into the World, that all Men (of 
all Opinions and Religions) might believe in him (that was be- 
fore Abraham was); and by following and obeying him, who 
1s the Truth in every one, all might come to ſee their Souls: re+ 
deemed out of Death, and ſo come to enjoy Life Eternal, which 
Life is in his Son Immanuel. Allelujah. 


Ye alſo believe with Caleiz 3 ©* That by Chriſt's outward Life 
© and Sufferings in his Hleſhly Teſtimony, God's Juſtice! was fa» 
© tisfied for Sins 3 and Juſtification compleatly wrought for the 
* Ele&, not only by forgiving fins paſt, but reputing really juſt, 
© whilſt actually finful. 

I apprehend them more found in, the Faith, who believe:thad 
Chriſt cannot fo properly be faid to be the Cauſe, as the Effect, 
of the Father's Love ; for God ſo loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, &c. And although ſuch are forgiven, who: 
truly repent, (and that Remiſſion is ſealed by Chriſt's Blood; 
the Sactifice and Blood of Sprinkling on our Conſciences) yet 
Men are not made Righteous within, by any Imputation from 


another's Righteouſneſs without, whilſt they arereally unrighteous 


within themſelves 1 
Ye alſo deny the Light, the Word in the Heart, to be Chriſt 


that ſhines in his Spiritual Appearance in. his Peoplez which is 
certainly a great Error, and contrary to Scripture, and the Saints: 
Experience 3 read Joh 1.49. & 12.46. 2 Cor.4.4,6. 1/a.42:6; 
& 49.6. & 51.4. Fobn 3.19. 

Ye alſo deny that Chriſt's Light can lead Men that obey itunto: 
Salvation ; which alſois contrary to Scripture, and the SaintsEx- 
perience 3 read Job 29.3. Pſal.36.9. & 43-3. & i19.105.Joh8.12. 
&- 12.36.Rev.21.23. N Ye 
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\:/t& allo deny the Spirit to be poured out in theſe Days, #5"in 
former Ages ; or-that Men ou ht to- wait for the Motions of it, 
to Preach, Pray,' or praiſe God 3 which is alfo contrary to the 
Seriprures, -and'-the Saints Experience; read Foel 2. 28, 29. 
I&;'2'5; 9. &- 30. 18.5 40. 31. AT5 1. 4. Luke 2:25. 2 Theſff. 


This far all Three agree in one, as concerning the main Points 
of "your Fajth and Religion 5+ but in ſome things Do&rinal, and 
eonceynmg Diſcipline; and other outward Obſervations, I know 


The *Presbyjterians Rule of Publick Worſhip is,their Dire@ory, 
puttopethey by their Sz»ed, which fat 1644, and 45, gathered. 
eat of the Scriptures,” and ynpoſed on the People of England by 
an A@ then made. ' Which Worſhip, -as it was preſcribed and 
unpofed by Man,. I query, Whether it be the Worthip which 
God requires, the which conſiſts inthe Spirit of Truth ? or is it, 
think-you, more'acceptable toiGod,'rhan the former Service you 
Girewout, to ſt up your own-deviſed Service in the place there- 
ef? Andin'ſo doing,whether you did/not rhore aim at the Fleece, 
than the faving of Souls, I leave tothe Witneſs of God to detcer- 
miinelin your {clves ?. tO" 

15 And'F pray give me hberty farther to enquire, Whether the 
Nationin General had any. benefit by your change of Cheb Go- 
wramert? And whether I3#hes were not as acceptably retamed 
by you,as:by thoſe you thruſt out? Beſides greagAugmentations gt- 
ven-to Preachers by a-Law' for their Dneouragement 5 and a Law 
fortrebke Dammages, from all-who- (though for Corifcience ſake) 
aguldanor pay the Tithes ; "and were you l&& troublefom to ſack, 
than thoſe you ejeded 2: or, were you les perſecutive 2 or, had 
you more humble, meek, charitable Spirits than they ? to-which 
yourowna@ingsmay ſprak and ayfven_ | 
-What'Spirit | was- that! which a@ed” Catoirm apnnit Seruet ws 
Hige-Grgize | (@mott learacdiManin all kind of. Learning, both: 
; | | Humane” 
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Humane and Divine) faith, * That Michael Servers, by the => 
« curement of Calvin, was burnt alive at Geneva z, and for not ng 
© more, than that he differed in- ſore Opinions correrfnhg* C4 
* virr's rigid Predeſtination, and ſorterhitp/ concerning the” 734 
« ity. And did not this Spirit ®f Calvin io a@ againſt” Lither's 
Diſciples, that they were twice expelled - the Palatirate ? And 
how did this bitter Spirit a&t in the Syed at Dore 2 Wete riot 
many leatned, pious, and good. Men cotideritied, ahd afterwards 
banithed and'expelled the Land? and all this for {ome Yr Opjs 
nions, ( perhaps more true thary their own.) Ard wi# itnot th 
Spirit in others which ſo bitterly perſecuted thoſeIritiocerit People, 
called @nakers, whom they - Inipriſoned, Bamiſhied,  Seourpet;, 
Stigmatized, puttmg them to greater torttire; than they 
killed them einke > And was not this the ſane" Spirit -þ 
who, leaving Old Englard for Conſcience-fake; werlt 't6 New 
England, where they perſecuted their Intiocent Brethren that 
differed from them in ſome ſmall Poitits, baniſhing'therr-irits the 
remoteſt Defirrs, where they were murthered by the © Savige [i 
dians * And did they not deal after the ſatne' rthatmer with 
Mr. Samnel Gorton, Mr. Roger Williams, and others, 'that went 
under the Name of Avntinomians, Seekers, Anabaptiſts, &c. | _— + 

. Eaſtly, To manifeſt your Spirit one and the fame, 'fron frrſtts 
hft:; and: to ſhew that you are no true Members of Chri/®s Chure 
m this particular, riot being covered with his Spirit ' of Love to 
Brethren, and to Enemies, the only mark of his Diſiples:; dif 
not you lately hang and take away the hves of foe Innocent Dua- 
hers ? and Banifhing, Whipping, and ciitring off Ears, ec:.-of 
many others, who had not broker: arty juſt Law, either of God, 
or Man; only asthe Medes and Perſians rhade d Law agairiſt fit 
nocent Daniel and his Brethren ; and as did'the Fews againſt Hol 
Jeſus, who ſaid, They had made a Law, and by that Law he” oug 
to die : even fo did you'makea Law agaiaft the Quakers, 00 Pr; 
pole to enſnavethery, and to take awiy their Eives. * WhichSpi- 
ritof Perſecution, for Matters of Religion, is moſt certamlythe 
Spirit, of Antichriſt, the Whore, _ falſe Prophet 5 which Spirit 

INN 2 hath 
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hath-no agreement in the leaſt meaſure with Chriſt and his Church, 
And did not you (as you came into Power) all three agree in this 
Spirit,;to perſecute thoſe that: differed from-you?. and more eſpe- 
cially..thoſe that had, Chriſt, the Word im the Heart, and preached 
Chriſt in the Spirit, tabe' the G@de, the. Way, the Truth,. andthe 
Life, the San@ification, Redemption, and. Salvation of God in all 
the Snttified, even to the ends of the:Earth. Allelujah. 
. Although in many; things you agree, yet in ſome. ſmalk:Matters 
mouparglivided,, and 'zealguſly -perſecute each other- for thoſe 
things wherein you differ.. Fhe difference between the Presby- 
terian and. the Independent, conſiſts. chiefly in their National 
Ghurch, and particular Gatherings,. which aſlemble. together -by a 
ayenant wade amongſt themſclves,. whereby they are admitted 
etabers; and. theix Children only admitted to Beptzſar, unden 
the Notion, of the Promiſe being made: to. Relievers and their Seed; 
In the Fundamentals of their Faith no material difference. 
. The Anabaptiſt is diſtinguiſhed from the. [ndependert Gatherings, 
by. the difference of -the Adminiſtration of Water-Baptiſm; the for- 
mer.ofly admitting:ſuch Subjedts to that Ordinance, as are able to 
render. a laudable Confeſſion of iBeir Faith inGod, and alſo of. their 
holy-and juſt Converſation. amongſt Men 3. and by this Bapti/rn 
they bold, That ſach SubjeTs are initiated into the Church of Chriſt, 
—_ . from thence-forth efteemed, Brethren, and not before. Theſe 
alſo are different from each other among themſelves; about Ge- 
weral Redemption., Eree-Will, Original Sin, falling away, totally 
om. Grace, Predeſtination, Eleftion, and. Reprobation ;, Herein 
ey. Diſpute, Quarrel, and Fight-each with other, for and abous. 
ſuch things as the Kirgdows,of. God, and Salvation of Mex, are no: 
ways.concern'd in; but Brotherly. Love, the Image of, God, and 
mark of a true Chriftian, js-utterly loſt and defaced. 

TI. haye lately read a Book writ, by Mr. /(ichard Baxter, intitu- 
led; The Cure of. Covey Diegpens. She third Edition,printed 1670:: 
Whoſe:Spirit and Deſign therein; .I well approve of, and . have: 
uaity: and. amity. therewith.; He. is- much againft- that . bitter: 
rending,;.teaxing, devouring; Spirit that: reigneth. amongſt Pros. 
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feſſors, and will- not give the ſame liberty of Conſcience to 
others.in.Religious Matters, as they deſire for themſelves. Alſo, 
he ſaith, © There be ſome ſeem. wiſe and. good themſelves, by 
* making.others ſtem fooliſh and bad ;. and are all for Con- 
* cord, but it, ts only on. their narrow faQious Tearms 3. they are 
© for Peace, but it. is not of the whole Street, . but of their Houſe 
* alone 3,, or. not of. the whole City, but-of their Street alone 3 
*He likes.not. thoſe new-made multiplied Articles of. Religion 3 
* theſo Additions to Chriſtianity,, |preſcnibed ;and.. impoſed on 
© others : This proud Church Tyranny (faith he ) I doubt not, 
© is the great Cauſe of Schiſnm in the World. Love 1s not an ap- 
* pearance of. my Religion, but. my . Religion it ſelf; God 1s 
© Love, and- he. that dwelleth.in Love, dwelleth. in God, and 
* Godin him :- Loveis the fulfilling. of the Law, . the end of the 
© Goſpel ;_ the nature. and mark of Chriſt's Diſciples ; the. Divine 
© Nature ; the Sum of Holineſs to the. Lord ; the proper Note to 
<know,.. what is the Man, and what his State,?. and how far any. 
© of his other As are acceptable unto. God 2. without. which, 1f 
*we had all Knowledg and. Belief, all Gifts of: Utterance, and. 
© higheſt. Profefhion,. we were but as ſounding Braſs, and as a. . 
* tinkling Cymbal, &c. Holineſs and Love. to God, are but two. 
© Names for.one Thing. Love to God and to Man, .are like Soul 
©and Body, that are ſeparated no way but. by death. . Sin is 
© hardly knowr-in its ſecret Root,. til _Men have taſted the bit- - 
* terneſs of the Fruit. Ina word, I have long ſeen that envious. 
© Wiſdom, ( what-ever, it, pretends) -is- not from Above, , but is 
* earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh 3: and that where envy and ſtrife. 
©1s, (upon a Religious Account); there is Confulion,: and every 
© evil-Work.. That which killeth Love, .killeth all Grace and. 
© Holineſs, . and:killeth Souls; that which quencheth  Love,. 
* quencheth the. Spirit, a thouſand-fold more thaa the reſtraining 
* of our Gifts of Utterance doth.. That which baniſheth Love, . 
* baniſheth God ;z that whichis againſt Love, . is. againſt the.De- 
* fign of Chriſt in our,Redemprtion, . and therefore may well . be . 
Y called *Antichriſtian 3 the Wiite Devil. is a.Love-killer as. well - s 
- 5 t % 
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'© the Black.; he is as mortal an Enemy to Love, who backbiteth 
© another, ard fatcth hes prophane, or he is an empty' Forma: 
liſt, or He is a Enkew/rm, temhporizing, complying Mare-peaſer, 
*as he that ſaith,” he 18/4" peeviſh faftions Hypocrite. '' Belreve it, 
©it is Aſie to fat from Love, 'your Souls dre, when Love 
*dieth. To preach:without Love, to any that differ from'your 
* Set, © what a loath(orhe Sacrifice is' it to the Lord of Love? 
* When the *Papifts hat mirdered fo many hamdred'thowmds 


© of the Albigerſes hd Wallenfes, 'who would have thought brit 
*that they had doye their Work > When the French Maffacre 
* had murdered thirty or 'torty thoufand, and drſpatcht the 


*that they had but ſtrengtttented them > Wherl the' Dirk 4 Hhba 
© had done ſo much ty drown the *Belgrck, "Proteſtants ir Blgod, 
che little thought he was but fortifying them. Queen Hary's 
* Biſhops, Hittle thought thar their E2g/ih Bonefires Were but'to 
* hight Men to fee the miſchief and badnefs of 'their Cauſe 3, and 
© like firing of a'Beacon,” ro call -the Land ro; take then for the 
©Etiemtes of Mankind. When the I: had 'mardered two 
©hngdred thoufand, they little thought thar they had barexcited 
©the. Survivery to a terrible Revenge. © I will come nonearer, 
< but you may eaſily dg it your felyes;* If we 'bite-and devomy bne 
Cabiiber. ſhalt be dejiroyed one of another, &&. oO 
© Theſe and the like faithfal and true 'Sayings the Book. is'fall 
.of; which/are well worth the reading, with due Canfideration 
had thereon. © And as Mr., Baxter intirfates, '* That/ he which, 
©faffers for his ReHigion, ſheyreth he Hath' the 'better Relipron, 
** thatr thoſe that cauſe Snfferings: ' And out-patient Martyr- 
«dom and Suffering by them, may rend at laſt to, aperr their Eyes, 
< and turn their Hearts, and fave their Sonls;” for the Blood of 
'* Martyrs hath eyer bm the Seed of the Ehupdr; which Seed 
« hath everencreafed the rumber of rhe Sofferers.'* -_'- * | 
Many other good Inftractions, and'Direftions {both ro Mi- 
-miſters and'People) hath he'in this Book'ſet forth, for uniting | 
(m Loveand Annty) different Perfwafrons, imo one Principle 
. of Love, well-worth.the taking notice of. And 
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\ And now, - my dear Brethren, 2s I am a Prieſt unto God by 
haying Chrift Jeſus, the Eternal Spirit of "Truth, in me, Tam 
thereby enabled to hold. forth an Exhortation to all of you, 
which (1 the Bowels 'of the extentive. Love of God. towards 
you). Learneltly pra you; may receive... 1 know there 1s-amongſt 
you, .a\Worthy, Ri kay and Sober People, 'who I can bear 
you record,; have a Zeal of, God, according to the Fveral' Ad-- 
miniſtrations of your outward Forms and | Worſhips whercb 
you are: diſinguiſhed : Neverthele6+1-bave. a tew things agg 
roU 3, namely, - That you, have. the; Faith,:of.. gur, Lord; Jelus 
Chriſt amongſt you,. with. reſpect of, particular:Perſons, outward 
Forms, .and-carnal Obſervations. . . Hence. ariſe all thoſe Strites 
and; Contentions, , thoſe buter Revilings, and:eyil Cenfures, that 
have abounded amongſt you, both towards each other in, your 
divided Forms, and alſo toward all others that-are not concerne 
with you; as under your diſtin& Attainments. Bur I teſtify and: 
declare to you, and to the whole World, That if a»y Mar be in 
Chriſt, he is a New Creature ;, and as many as walk according tothis 
Rule of the N'ew Creature, Peace be upon them, as upon the Iſrael 
of God ;, and in every Nation,. Seq, Form, and Opinion, He 
that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of hinz. 
"Tis neither here nor there 3 in this; nor that, neither 1n the 
Mountams of Form and Worttip thar you have rarfed to your 
ſelves, nor at Jeruſalem that God will be now worſhipped : 
but every where in Spirit and in Truth, is the. Worſhip that he 
accepts. 
ve therefore the Spirit of God his due Scope and Latitude, 
to blow where, when,. and how it-liſteth in every Man.. Tis 
the great Controverſy that God hath with the World at this day, 
That he alone may reign in the Confciences of Men, by the juſt 
Meaſure of his own Light in every one : And till this */foya/ 
"Prerogative be ſetled upon_Him, there will: never. be Peace on 
the Earth, but Men ſhall rend, tear,;. and devour one another ; 
and thoſe that lead into Captivity, muſt themſelves go into Cap- 
tivity :. herein will the Patience, Love, and Charity of the Saints: 
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be exerciſed and encreaſed. Lo or Wherefore let your Mp- 
deration be known to all Men ;, the Lord is at hand. Be not (O be 
not) found ſmiting your fellow Servants in the day of his Ap- 
pearance! The Spirit 'of - God ( which hath ſealed you to” the 
day of Redemption) 1s x tender Spirit, O do not grieve it -in 
your ſelves, nor endeavour to quench it in others. If thus you 
can come forth amongſt Men, you ſhall be a blefling in your 
Generation, a Light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and a Refreſh- 
ment to the Mourners of Zzon, who languiſh in the 'Breaches 
and Divifions that have bin made upon her Inhabitants. In 
which Univerſal Spirit of Love to Truth and Righteouſneſs, I 
Reſt, a Friend to you, and the Souls of all Men, 1 any Se& or 
-Opinion of Religion whatſoever, whilſt T am, and when I am 


NO more, 
Robert Rich. 
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An Epiſtle for the moſt pure Amity and Unity in the Spirit 
of Life and Love of God, in all ſmcere-bearted Souls 
among#t the People called QUAKERS. And as to them; 
fo unto all, or any other Sort or Seft of People that own 
and follow the Light of (Chriſt Jeſus, wherewith every 
one is enlightned, RoBERT RICH ſendeth Greet- 
ing in our Lord God Everlaſting. Allelujah. 


N the Year 1666, feeling the Babe of Grace (the Word 

in the Heart) w wax ſtrong in the Loveof God ſhed a- 

broad in my Heart, I ſent to.the Poor of your People 

Thirty pounds ; which after ſome of your Leaders had 
received, (to wit, John Bolton, Gerad Koberts, and Amos 
Stoddard) and given under their hands accordingly, 'twas 

denied to be received; and about a Year after returned 
to me again, with many evil opprobrious Names 3 which makes 
me ſay, That I went to my Own, but my Own would not receive me, 
but ſold me into Egypt (by their many falſe Reports.) And 
poor Foſeph found no greater Enemies than his Brethren were, 
\ Nevertheleſs the Lord my God did not forſake me, but found me 
out in the Innocency wherewith he had cloathed me, and ap- 
peared to me in- all my ſtraits, and was my Strength, my Joy, 
and Crown of Glory ; and at length brought me forth of Priſon 
#0 ſtand before Princes, afliſting and carrying me with much 
Courage, and through great Oppolition, to bear and finiſh my 
Teſtimony to Chriſt 1n the Saints. And being caſt out from my 
Brethren,the Lord my God took me up,and becamemy Teacher, 
under whoſe Teachings I felt more of the Love of God, and in- 
creaſed more in knowledg of the Things of God, than when I * 


fat under the Teachings of Men 3 4 whoſe Teachings I grew 
in 
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in Wiſdom and in Stature, unto the Meaſure of a perfe& Man 
in Chriſt Jeſus; then I came to know, that out of Egypt God 
hath called his Son, to whom he hath given, not only the Hea- 
then, but the whole World for his Poſſeſſion and Inheritance. 
In which Spirit of the Son, I call to mind the ſweet Union and 
Communion I had with the Pakers, when they preached Chriſt 
the Light in every one that cometh into the World, the Way to 
God the Father of Lights ; which Light ſprang up ſo ſtrongly in 
my Heart, that (with St. Pas) it ſtruck me down to the 
Ground, wherel felt the Root of the Matter in my Self, fo that 
I needed no Man to teach me; but as the Un@ion, that ſmall 
grain of Muſtard-Sced grew to a great Tree, on whoſe body did 
hang all my Sins, my Weakneſles, and Infirmities ; which Seed 
of the Kingdom begot in me a new Heart, and placed within me 
a right Spirit, the Spirit of Wiſdom arfl Dndetinnding, fill'd 
with the Love of God. Allelijah. 

In the day when the People called 2wakers were ſmall in their 
own Eyes, I dearly loved them ; who did not only preach Chriſt 
the Truth and Light in every one, but with much boldneſs and 
courage, and through great Perſecutions, defended the ſame, 
living in much Love and Amity one with another, (which to 
me was a moſt lovely ſight to ſee) ; till there came to be a 
difference between F. N and George Fox ;, then G. F. by 
reaſon of his Enmity and Self-exaltation, envied and perſecuted 
F.N. and begat a moſt bitter wrathful Spirit in all his Friends 
__ 7F. N. and all that ſtood by him m his Sufferings. Thus 

. F. was the Father that begat all thoſe Diviſions, Rendings, 
and Tearings that were then amongſt the Quakers, (and lince to 
this very day ) 3 which with great violence laſted till F. N. took 
all the blame on himſelf, and made himſelf of no reputation,who 
was circumciſed in ' Heart and Soul; in which Circumciſion he 
hved and died, a true T1/rae/ite indeed. 

But G. F. and his Party continued atting in another manner 
of Spirit 3 for I have ſeen thoſe pull, hale, and carry out of their 
Synagogue at the Bull and /Howth, one Richard Freeman ; and 
| the 
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the chief 'in this work was John Baiton, with divers others. 
At this time I perfettly ſaw, that God had divided in Facob, and 
ſcattered in 1jrae! z and that a ſeparation was making betwixt the 
Precious and the Vile, amongſt the Quakers. 

And was it not the fame bitter perſecuting Spirit in CG, F. that 
writ againſt F.. Perrot's Book, called Onity and Amity * For did 
not G. F.fay, This Book was writ with Cain's Spirit  Cry1 
againſt his Sottiſhneſs and Ignorance, affirming, That a Clou 
had compaſled him, that he went in the way of the falſe Pro- 
phets, that his Spirit would give up the Children of God to Per- 
ſecution. © Futther alleaging, That F. P. is one of Hazr's Stock, 
and that his groſs Lies proceeded from a deviliſh helliſh Spirit, and 
that none that are in theleaſt Truth will believe him ;, and that he is 
a Liar and a Deceiver. And the great Offence G. F. takes at 
this Book, is, that F. P. owns the Spirit of God's Grace and 
Light, to be in *Precbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Seekers, 
and others 3 alſo, that he hath Umity and Amity with all that 
walk therein 3 the which G. F. denying,and calling it a Lye, &c. 
plainly ſhews, he is an Enemy to all that will not bow down to 
him, and call him Maſter, or Father of their Spirits 3 and that he 
is turned from the Faith once delivered to the Saints 3 and that 
he is removed to another Goſpel than what at firſt himſelf had 
preached ; and alfo writ againſt F. P: that he was like a 
ſharling and biting ſuch as are in the Life of Truth, and fo like 
a Dog thinks he will die. This and much more hath G. F. writ 
apainſt F. P. purſuing and hunting him (as Sau! did David) 
like a Partridg on the Mountains, from Country to Country, 
from Region to Region, and from City to City, whitherſoever 
he went, theſe venemous Arrows were (hot againſt him. 

At this time I perfe&ly ſaw a Star fall from Heaven,called Worm- 
wood, or the Dragon's Tail, with which he drew-to the Ground 
a third part of the Stars of Heaven ; then I ſaw a War in Hea- 
ven, (a Religious War) the Dragon againſt the Lamb 5 Michat! 
and his Angels fought againſt the Dragon and his Angels. Which 
bitter Spirit of the Dragor,did write or indite Fob Bolton's Book, 

O 2 printed 


| [ 96 ] 
printed 1670,intituled, Fudas and his Treachery,&c.In which Book, 

he faith, The-thirty pounds Robert Rich ſent to the Poor amongi? 

the Quakers, was the —_ of Blood, and Judas his Treachery ;, 

That Robert Rich is a Vagabond on the Earth, one that hath not an 

Habitation in the Living God 5 That he is a Contender againſt God's 

Bleſſed and Holy Way, the Way of Life, with whom Robert Bacon 

is joined ; That they were Idolaters, and judged them to be the Who- 

riſh Spirit, and that the Myſtery of Iniquity, in R. R. and R. B.was 

brought forth to open view. And all along his Book is full of the 

like Expreſſions, not only againſt R. R. and R. B. but the fame 

Railing Accuſations are alſo againſt Innocent F. N. and F. P. and. 
for no Evil faid or done againſt any one of them, as in their own 

Conſciences they well know. To all which Railing Accuſations, 

R. R. ſaith, The Lerd rebuke thee. 

About the ſame time another Book was writ againſt R. R. and 
R. B. by Ger. Roberts, Geo. Whitehead, and E. H. intituled, Im- 
pudency and Ranteriſm rebuked ; 10 which they call the Spirit of 
R. R. which ſent thirty pounds to their Poor, A drunken ranting 
Spirit, a fained Love ;, and the Gift they call Cair's Sacrifice, Ba- 
lacks Reward, and *Balaam's Wages, Fudas's Oblation, and a Su- 
perſtitious Idolatrows Gift, Alfo that R: R. is a wandring Star, a 
raging Wave of the Sea ; that he is a Sow wallowing in the Mire, a 
Dog caſting up his Vomit: that he is that Fool, which ſaith in his Heart 
there is no God ; and bray a- Fool in a Mortar,and he will never be the 
wiſer 5 and that this folly hath bin with him ever ſince the days of 

N. All this, and much more, for nought elſe than for R. R. 

is Gift to the Poor of their People. Which Language, let G. F. 
and his Friends well conſider whether it proceeded from the Spi- 
rit of the Lamb that loves Enemies, or from the Dragon that 
caſts his Floods after the Man-Child to devour him, who is the 
only begotten of God in the Saints, he muſt rule and reign, 
though CG. F. and his Men of War never fo much rave and rage ? 
I fay, that the only begotten of God, by the overſhadowing of 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Saints, the Virgin Daughter of So, whoſe 
Name is Izmanzel,muſt ſurely rule & reign.Even fo, Amen. Allelnjah. 

What 
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What had you againſt F. N, more than that God had taken 
away his Judgment fromhim, and then led. him into the Wilder- 
neſs, to be tried and tempted by G. F. and others, and to ſuf- 
fer by that Spirit that then ruled in the Children of Diſobedi- 
ence, who inall meekneſs and patience did bear and ſuffer the 
enmity and cruelty of all his Perſecutors as a good Example ? 

And what had you againſt R. R. more than that he ſtood by 
F. N. in his Sufferings, and for pulling off his Hat at the Com- 
mand of the Lord, as a ſign of Love to them that underſtood that 
ſign better,than if he had ſaluted after your mode and faſhion in 
giving the Hand : Alſo that he pulled off his Hat, which was to 
teſtify that the Hat might be made an Idol, both in keeping it on, 
and in pulling it off. 

And what had you againſt F. P. more than for owning the 
Light of Chriſt in Preknn Independents, Baptiſts, Seekers, 
_ others, even in all that believed in it, and followed it 2 And 
1s not the Light of Chriſt in' every one, the Enſign, to gather 
together all of every Set and Nation, thoſe that follow it, into 
Unity withthe Lord,and Amity one with another? And why was 
| G.F.ſobitter againſt F.P. for declaring,that no ſuch beggarly Ele- 
ment as the Hat off or on, is any part of God's Worſhip? And if 
G. F. muſt be obeyed in theſe things, rather than the Light of 
. Chriſt in our ſelves; whether then G. F. and his preſcribed and 
wmpoſed Forms, be not the greateſt Idol that ever was ſet up by 
7 _—_— People? let the Witneſs of God in every one be 

udg. 

"yn lately read a Manuſcript, ſubſcribed George Fox, 
writ to all that would know what thoſe People called makers 
are, and ſhewing their Experiences which they have ſeen, and 

one through, to Prieſts and Profeſlors : Which Paper contains 
by Paragraphs. 

In the firſt and ſecond G. F. faith, We thonght it a hard thing 
for Cain to kill Righteous Abel ; but when we lookd within our ſelves, 
we ſw that envious wrathful Man that flew every appearance of God 
within, and ready to ſlay the Righteows without. Then G. F. goes 

| on, 
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-on, ſpeaks againſt Adam's Fall, and againſt Joſeph's Brethren, 
for {{lling of him into , &c. and tells Prieſts and Profeſ- 
ſors, That if they look, within, they ſhall find this Nature in them- 
ſelves. And I tell G. F. that he need not go fo far to ſeek this 
evil Nature in Prieſts and Profeſſors. Let him look but within 
himſelf, and conſider his own Adings againſt his Innocent Bre- 
thren, and he will find Caiz's Nature there, and Caiz's Sin to lie 
at his owrz Door,and will know hjm that ſold Foſeph into Eg ypr,&c. 
And this Spirit was the Cauſe of G. F's own Fall, who was once 
an Angel of Light, and had a place in Heaven, but is fallen from 
thence like Lightning, and is now become an Angel of the .Bot- 
tomleſs Pit, where he rules and governs over all that have not 
their Names written in the Lambs Book of Life, continuing their 
forms of Godlineſs, their long Preachings, and long Prayers from 
the Comprehenſion of Truth, but not with the Life and Power 
thereof; thus ye ſuffer that Woman Fezebel, which calls her ſelf 
a Propheteſs, (by good Words and fair Speeches) to ſeduce and 
deceive the Innocent amongſt you, keeping them always learn- 
ing, but can never cometo the Knowledg of the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus, unleſs they ceaſe from man's Teachings, and come to 
the Teachings of God in themſelves, which alone truly teacheth 
the way to Life and Salvation. Aelnjah. 

I have alſo read a Teſtimony from the Brethren, met at Lomdor 
the third Month 1666, ſubſcribed by eleven of your Miniſtry. 
Alſo from a Meeting at Briſtol, the 27th day of the 7th Month 
1669, ſubſcribed by 36 Perſons. Alſo from a Meeting at Ellis 
Hooks, the 12th of the 4th Month 1677, againſt Fohn Wilkinſon 
and Fobn Story, ſubſcribed by 66 of your Miniſters. All which 
in general contain, very bitter Cenſures, and high Condemna- 
tions againſt many of your own People, who have divided from 
the Body of Friends, (ſo called by your ſelves) wherein you te- 
ſtiky, thoſe ingaged in the Spirit of Separation, ought not to 
have any Rule or Dominion in the Church of God, whereof the Holy 
Spirit that was poured forth upon you, ( as you ſay ). hath made you 
Overſeers, But your Fruits will make you more manifeſt than 
Vour 
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your Words. Alſo, That all that are joined to that Spirit of Sepa» 
ration, who ſtand not in Unity with your Miniſtry their Judgments 
ought mot to be regarded amongit Friends, And further, Tow de- 
clare your ſelves the Witneſſes aud Ambaſſadors of the” Onchangeable 
Truth, and the Elders of the Church of God, who of right (having 
kept your Habitations in the Truth) ought to judg of things which 
fer and this your Fudgment to ſtand good and valid amongit 
riends: againſt all that oppoſe it. Alſo, that if any pretending to 
be of your Memberſhip, will not admit to be tried, in caſe of Contro- 
werſy, by the Elders and Members of this your Body, but oppoſe it, 
(4 the Fudgment of Man ) you then teſtify in the Mow of the Lord 
againſt them, that he or ſhe, with all thoſe that countenance theſe Re- 
uſers, are to be vejeFed, as joined in one with Infidels and Heathens. 
Theſe (together with G. F's Paper in vindication of Preſcrip- 
tions, dated the 44h Month 1678) impoſing upon the Conſct- 
ences of Men ; as alſo the particular Inve&tives- againſt Fob 
Wilkinſon and Fobr Story, both importing the ſame Spirit of Do- 
minion and Rule over the Conſcience, (which is the proper 
Heritage of God ) I have both ſeen, well-weighed,” and conft- 
dered ; and while I contemplate your preſent State, by compa- 
ring it with the Principles with which you were firſt inſpired, I 
cannot but take up that Lamentation concerning ,you, which the 
Prophet of old did concerning 1/rae/, How is the Mighty fallen ? 
How is the Gold become dim? the fine Gold, how is it changed £ 
Even the Sea-Monſters draw out the Breaſts, and give ſuck, to their 
young Ones, but the Daughters of miy People are begome cruel, like the- 
Oftrich in the Wilderneſs. O let it be timely conſidered by you, 
how degenerate you are grown from that Love, Meekneſs, and 
Simplicity to which you at firſt pretended. Are not you the Men 
that have in your Doftrine exalted the Meaſure of God in all 
Men, as the only Guide and DireQtor, in that to abide, and b 
it tobe led, and not by any outward Preſcriptions or Impoli- 
tions whatſoever ? And are not you the Men that now not only 
impoſe and preſcribe on others, but alſo condemn and cenſure 
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Conſcience they cannot: ſubje& themſelves under the Yoke of 
your Preſcriptions ? Are you ſo preſumptuous, as to conclude all 
knowledg and diſcerning in the Things of God, and all Spiritual 
Judgment is given into your Hands, that you uſurp the Keys of 
the Kingdom, and will let none in, but thoſe who ſtand in con- 
formity to your carnal and literal Impoſitions ? Is G. F. and the 
Body of his Friends, of greater Authority than Peter, (who was 
an Elder and Pillar of the Church? ) whom nevertheleſs Par! 
withſtood, becauſe he did not walk uprightly according to the 
Truth of the Goſpel, but endeavoured to compel the Gertiles 
(who had their Law within themſelves) to live after the manner 
and form of the Fews, whoſe Law ſtood much in outward Obſer- 
vation from the Letter, as doth G. F's Comely Order. And are 
G. F. and his Friends,ſo bold and daring, as to condemn the Ge- 
neration of the Juſt that went before you in other paſt Ages, 
under their various Diſpenſations, (and all thoſe Worthies in 
our preſent Time, who cannot own your Pradtices, or ſubmit 
to your Precepts) by concluding them none of the Body of 
Chriſt, becauſe none of your Memberſhip ? Is the Body of Chriſt 
now ſhrunk and narrow'd into G. F's Tribe of Members and Mi- 
niſtry?are theſe the Lipsonly that preſerve Knowledg ? are you the 
only Men that fear God and work Righteouſneſs ? and muſt we 
forſake the inward Teſtimony, to ask the Law from your 
Mouths 2 Can any thing be more prodigious and deſtruQtive to 
the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus than this Dodrine ? or preſent 
it ſelf with greater horror and amazement to the minds of all 
rational and ſober Men, and all that truly fear God, than the in- 
junction of a neceſſary ſubmiſſion to G. F. and his Tribe of 
Proſclytes,under the penalty of being nootherwiſe eſteemed than 
Heathens and Infidels * Do not you in theſe things apparently 
cloath your ſelves with the Livery and Charafter of Him who 
oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that” is called God,or wor- 
ſhipped, by creating a Dominion over your Brethren, and the 
movings of God in them, and claiming a Power to judg of all 
Differences, preſcribing Rules and Orders, and putting Yokes 
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upon the Necks of your Diſciples, tothe ſtifling - 
ſciences, wounding their 4 and deſtroying that” 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them free ? If this be/ the 
which you at preſent ſtand in, (as your (everal forementioned 
Papers do plainly import) I dare challenge all that have 
gone before you, from the *Pope himſelf downward, to all Se&s 
and Opinions extant in the World, to produce, if they can, 
a greater Inſtance of ſwelling Soveraignty over the Minds and 
Conſciences of Men, than you have erefted. And certainly 
had you a Secular Power but framed and fitted to your Rule, 
Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, the World would ſoon feel, that the 
Finger of your Church-Cenſures, would bear an equal weight 
(at leaſt) with the Loins of thoſe Perſecutors which have bi 
your Predeceſſors. Now (all this conſidered ) can you in {6- 
berneſs conceive that this frame of Spirit (in that abſolute Do- 
minion which you claim to your ſelves over all others ) will 
render you the Healers of our Breaches, and the Reſtorers of 
our Paths of Peace? Can you think that this Arbitrary and 
_ Government, will invite the Nations and 

of all Secs and Opinions, to lay hold on your Skirts, which 

' fireto be led by you, becauſe theLord is with you ? Or dothey . 
not rather with dread and horror behold you, while you fo hea- 
vily impoſe upon gthers in ſuch Circumſtances and Indifferencies, 
wherein the Kin of God doth not conliſt, and make thoſe | 
Rules and Preſcriptions of equal value with Divine Inſtitutions? * 
Witneſs the Hat, &c. the outward Garb impoſed upon your 
Proſelytes: Your Set-times when to begin, and when to end 
your Religious Exerciſes (notwithſtanding your pretence of the 
immediate guidance of the Spirit ) : Your mannerof greet 
one another, with many things of the like Nature. To 'al 
which an exa@& conformity is required, upon the penalty of 'a 
Cenſure from G. F. and his Elderſhip. 45 
': Now, dear Friends, can you (in the cool of the Day of 
God upon your Spirits) AG this vidlent and rigid fort 
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. of PraQtice, will render your Feet beautiful upon the Moun- 
- tains ?, or will attra& the Hearts of any:wiſe or ingenuous People 
towards : you 2 No ſurely, your experience may otherwiſe in- 
form you, that ſince this violence (of Eſa =_ bis Brother 
"Facob) bath appeared amongſt you, the Curſe! of Babylon. hath 
, overtaken you, , (1/a. 47.9, to the end ).even the loſs of Children 
and Widowhood, which will certainly come upon you-1n their 
perfetion, as the Witneſs of God ariſeth'amongſt thoſe that you 
have ſo heavily yok'd and burthen'd with your own invented 
Preſtriptions. | 
T have done with you, when I have told you, That the Di- 
ſpenſations in which God adminiſters 'Himſelf to the World. at 
is day, do moſt naturally call for a more ſober, moderate, ten- 
.der, and loving Spirit amongſt Chriſtians, than this wherein you 
are exerciſed. You cannot but obſerve how the Lord of Hoſts 
is pleading with the World in the dreadful Manifeſtations of his 
' Power, (by Plague, Fire, Sword, &c.) how He turns the Earth 
up-ſide down, and makes it reel to and fro like a Drunkard ; 
and the Foundations of the World are out of Courſe, divided 
and broken, . both in their Civil Pohiies, and Religious Practices. 
Fear, 'the Pit and a Snare, have laid hold on the Inhabitants. of 
the Earth, there is no Eſtabliſhment in their Paths, and the way 
of Peace they know not : Yea, this is the day of Jacob's Trou- 
bles, and for the Diviſions of Rewber, there are great ſearchin 
of Heart 3; God is now pleading in Judgment with the People 
that have bin called by his Name, ſearching Jer»/aleze with Can- 
dles, (Zeph. 1. 12, &c..) and Judgment 1s y begun at the 
Houſe of God ; He is about to judg the Spiritual Pride and Ex- 
altati$n, the Cruelty and Oppreſſion, the Hyporeily and For- 
mality that hath mingled ir {elf with all the fair and' beautiful 
Profeſſions of thoſe that have bin called Chriſtians. And what 
will you fay (my Friends) if in 1/#ae!'s Skirts be found the Blood 
of the Souls of the poor Innocent? (Fer, 2. 34, &c.) Now if 
this be the proper Work of the Almighty at this day (as _ 
| tainly 
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tainly allthat are- not either: blinded- with' Carnal Intereſt; or 
tull'd intoa formal Security, muſt needs acknowledg) ; Can you 
yet be ſo vainly confideht, as to perſwade your ſelves that no- 
thing of. this Evil ſhall come near your Borders, whilſt the ' Ar- 
rows of: God's Judgments fly fo thick in the World, and” ſtick ſo 
deepin the Hearts and fides of all, bork Crvil and Relivious Tis 
tereſts 2 Are you, and: your Impoſing Tribe, the only Men that 
muſt eſcape, when the whole orld is to be ſet on Fire, yea, 
the.very Heavens of: Profeſſors are to be burnt'up, and nothing 
to'be left alive/in us, but whatcan lie down in thoſe-Flames? Is 
there nothing, "think ye,'-in or amongſt your People -that is for 
Judgment ?. Or, is thisa time for you to build (and raiſe a Name 
to your ſelves) when God. is deſtroying ? to: contend -for out- 
ward. Rule and Dominion'over others, when God'is'pleading 
his own Royal Prerogative ? to fit in judgment over the Con- 
ſciences.of your Brethren, when the . Judg ſtands at the Door ? 
Or are ye {0 regardleſs of the prints and footſteps of the Almigh- 
ty in his preſent Providences, that ye ſay in your Hearts, with 
that Evil Servant, The Lord delays his coming 2 and fall to (miti 
your fellow Servants with the Tongue and Fiſt of Wicked 
wounding and reproaching them with your bitter and ſevere. 
Cenſures, thinking (with the evil Huſbandman) therewith to kill : 
and ſlay the Heir, the Seed of God in Man, that muſt rule and | 
reign ? Surely (my Friends) the tempeſtuous Stormsof Wrath : 
and Indignation that = ſee falling upon the World, do earneſt- 
ly call for a more mild and fober Spirit amongſt you than this: - 
therefore your Moderation be known to all Mex ;, the Lord is at : 
hand. If you would be a bleſſing to the World in your Gene- 
ration, learn firſt to judg and condemn your ſelves : : Caſt off 
your Judging, Cenſuring, and Impoſing Spirit, and give the 
Witneſs of God in every one its juſt Right, its due- Scope and | 
Latitude, and uſurp not Authority over it : Take not upon you 
to be Lords over God's Heritage 3 let the Bowels of your Love: 
and Tenderneſs be drawn out and extended towards the meaſure 
of : 
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givenes to'the whole World follow Peace inthe Spiritof Love 
with all Men, and HolineG, without: which ho Man ſee (God. 
Give Chriſt, bis Pretagativein Spirituals, He! muftiand will have 
it 5 Give: Ceſar his dice 1 Temporals, who may-of undoibted 
right challeng it,. -Thusif you can contmend- your ſelves to Gad 
and the World, ye ſhall be the Joy of this Generation ; all gaod 
Men will be drawn out in an earnelt 'mitation of your Purity, 
while the-violent: and wicked ſhall ſtand mute, and be ftruck 
dumb at 'your modeſt Patience and Meekned ; you ſhall never 
want either inward Peace, or outward Freedom, but ye ſhall 
<nter into Peace and Reſt in your Beds, each one walking in his 
Uprightneſs, This (my dear Friends) is the Teſtimony in which 
Tlong - —— RAY which wil juſtly provake the hearty 


Your true Friend in Loveto ſerve you, 


[. toy ] 
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To the Birth of God in all the Sanfiified, the Church of 
the Firſt-Born, whoſe Names are writtemin Heaven ; 
who are born again, not of the Will of the Fleſh, but of 
God's Holy Spirit : Vow to whom is | given the White 
Stone, and the New Name, that none knows but he that 
hath it, who as living Stones are laid in the Walls ( not of 
the Jerulalem that now is, and 1s in bondage with her 
Children, but) of the New Jeruſalem that is: Above, 
( in the Heart and Throne of God) which is Free, and 
is the Mother of us all. To you, however you are di- 
vided, or where-ever ye are lodg'd, and held inthe Clifts 
of the Rocks, in Dens and ( aves of the Earth, or ſecret 
places of the Stars, under all your divided Tribes, R ©0- 
BERT RICH ſendeth Greeting in our Lord God 


Everlaſting. Allelujah. 


Dear *Bretkren, =p 
Eing moved 1n my Spirit, in the Year 1666, to fa- 
lute the Seed of God, the Seed of the Promiſe in 
all Men, and in particular the Stvez Churches of 
Chriſtendom ; namely, the Roman ; the Epiſcopal 
Proteſtant ; the Presbjterian 5 the Independent ; 
the Baptiſt 5 the Pwaker 3 and the Church the ' 
Firſt-Born ; to each of them I gave Tkirty pounds, 20 be diſtri- 
buted amongſt the Poor of therr People, as a fign of my dear; 
Love to the Seed of God in all, which I aw lay erycified, dead. 


_ and buried in ſome, and in others riſen and reigning into Life, 


Q that 
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that is Eternal. That which principally moved me to this gene- 
ral Salutation, was, the ſad and. ſerious apprehenſion of the 
Straits and Limits by which I ſaw the Seed of God held in Bon- 
dage, and theſe ſeveral forts of Profeſſors to value themſelves, 
and als aondemn one another, 19 reference. to thole Madesand 
Methods 'of Worſhip and Obedience, in which they are divided 
and diſtinguiſhed. - My Salutation- intended' a cheek to this un- 
kind ſeverity amongſt them 3 and according to the inward Tefti- 
mony from God upon my Spirit (if poſlible). to: let! them un- 
derſtand, that our gracious God is no. refpeter of Perſons, 
Sets, or Opinions, but of every Nation, thoſe that fear God 
and work Righteouſneſs, are accepted ofhim 3 and that all thoſe 
that walk in the Light of the Lord, wherewith he hath enlight- 
nedtheny are ſayed. AHelnjah. | AT” 

- In the Heavenly. Revelation of this Bleſſed Vifion, wherein I 
felt and found my {elf in a through Reconcilement to all Sorts 
and Sets of Men, I have begun, and now finiſhed my Epiſtles to 
| theſe Sever: States of Chriſtiens, which I reeommend to the Chil- 

dren of Light, to read and! to confider what:the Spyrit ſaith to 

the Churches. And becauſe m the Travels of this Teftimony up- 
onthe Soul, I have met with ſeveral, Celeſtial Pilgrims journying 
towards $70, with their Faces thitherward, by. whoſe ſprink- 
lings, in many of their Books and Papers, I have bin often re- 
freſhed and comforted : I cannot but commend,both their Names 
and Labours, to the ſober Enquirers after Truth 3 as well know- 
ing, that though theſe Witneſles are dead and gone, yet their 
Spirits and Teſtimony remain, and ſtilt fpeak to us. At this 
time I read many Books writ by the Divine Spirit, in which I 
took great delight, ſome few whereof I find freedamr to expa- 
tiate ON. w 

Firſt, Cebes the Thebaz Philofopher, his Table writ in Greek, 
( fince tran{hted into Engliſh) who lived Ammo Mundi 3553 3 
which Table:was hung up in the Temple of Satwrr. This Table 
conſiſted of -three Parks or Incloſures 3 at the Gate of the firſt 
ſtood the ſhape of an Old Man, called Life's Genivs, (afterwards 


True 
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True InfiruGion ) which 1 underſtand by 3 interpretation,to 
ſent the Light and Grace of God, which appeareth to and in 
every one. This Light, or Life's (Genivr, taught and inftruted all 
how they ſhould lead their Laves, :according to thoſe Rules he 
direted, both to avoid temptations'to Vice, | and to imbrace all 
thoſe Divine Vertues that _ to _ 

I have read the Imitation o bay «Arg —— of 
Alſo Cardinal Cuſanzs,: his ad third Rule of. 
fedion, and his {diot ; with = of the like Drvine-Nature, al 
tending to a Holy Life, by virtue of Chrift's Holy Spirit in us, 
the only way to Life and Salvation. Allelujab. 

I have alſo read many Divine Works writ by. H. N. Faceb 
Behbm, Jobn Saltmarſh, Dr. Everard, William Sedgwick , "Williant 
Erbery, Dr. Gill, Dr. Taylor, with others- that were' inſpired 
of God, and ſpake of the ſecond Coming of Chriſt in the San- 
ified, and of Thar bleſſed Day which ſhould attend his = 
pearance. _ Allelujah. | 

I have alſo _—_ with much delight, wioBockewrithy 7 ZN 
called, Love to the Loft, and, A Salutation to the Seed 'of od 5 
all. 


Alſo one ſmall Book writ by Johz Perrat, entituled, Ar Epi- 
file for the no RE Uni inthe Sit and Li of Gd, 
to all ſincere-hearted Souls. 29K3 

I have likewiſe lately read ſome Prophecies and Predidions of 
that Holy Learned Man James Uſber, Lord Ardh-Biſhop of 
Armagh ; who through Inſpiration of God's Spirit, ſpake-of 
many things which long after came to paſs : that which is tro me 
molt remarkable in that Sheet of Papers, :that he being inweated 
to write. in brief of F»ſtification 'and Send#ification, defired he 
might be excuſed ; notwithſtanding the Perſon foliciting,through 
importunity, Remi a promiſe: . A while after his Promife be- 
ing damned, he replied, '.* He had not writ, /yet could not 
*himndf with breach of Promiſe, for bt I .did begin'to 

< write, -but: when I came to write of SerZificatior, 'that is, of 
* the New Creature which God formeth by bis-Spiritin m_ 
X Q.2 
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«Soul which he doth truly regenerate, F found o little wrought 
* of itin my ſelf, that I could ſpeak of it, only as a Parrot by 
© rote, / without knowledg and underſtanding, and- therefore 
« durſt not proceed any further upon it. Adding, I muſt tell you, 
* we do not well underſtand what San@ification and the New 
«Birth is; It isno lefs than for a Man to be brought to-an entire 
* Reſignation of his own Will to the Will of God, and to live in 
© the offering up of his Soul continually in the flamesof Love,as a 
© holy:burnt Offering to Chriſt. And how little (as he) are 
*many of thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity, experimentally ac- 
© quainted with this Work of Regeneration 1n their Souls ? More- 
{over,be deſires his Friend to look he be not found a Worſhipper 
{;n.the'outward. Court 3 which outward Court (ſays he) is the 
* formal Chriſtian, 'whofe Religion hes in performing the out-fide 
*. Duties of Chriſtianity, without having an inward Life and 
<Power of Faith and. Love uniting them to-Chriſt ; and theſe 
© God will leave to be trodden down and {wept away by theGer- 
*tiles, the 'Prophane that call themſelves. Chriſtiars, -but are the 
*. Synagogue of Satan. The:'Worſhippers within the Temple, and 
© before the Altar, are thoſe that do worſhip God in Spirit and 
*1n Truth, whoſe Souls are made his Temples, and he is honoured 


*and adgred:im.themoſt inward Thoughts of- their Hearts ; and. 


© they Sacrifice their Luſts and vile AﬀeGions, yea, and their own 
* Wills to him, and} theſe: God will hide in the hollow of his 
Hand, and under the ſhadow of his Wings, and ſhall be pre- 
{ſerved as a Seed, to partake of that Glory which ſhall immedi- 
Satoly follow: 1c - alk os cond 1000 pen! 3D reg any tulttl Pri 
'-E have alſo htely read twos. Treatiſes writ 'by Sir Hemrry Vane'; 
Firſt, - Ar Eprſ#le al to the Mytical: Body of Chriſt: on Earth, 
the Church Oniverſal. in Babylon. The ſecond; The Face of the 
Times... Wherein: he well diſcovers: the Riſe, Progreſs, and Iſſue, 
of. the Enmity and Conteſt- between the :Seed of the Wontan, 
and: the. Seed 'of the Serpent. He faith, © Thartilbthe Seventh 
Trump. ſound, 1666, the Woman's: Seed muſt ſuffer 57 after- 
*ards the-Seced: of the Woman: being riſen. with Chriſt, muſt 


6. # TEelgn- 
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© reign with him 3 and then the Head of the Serpent ſhould be 
* bruiſed. -He ſpeaketh moſt excellently of the firſt and ſecond 
Covenant, and of a ſingle and double Portion of the Spirit, 'of 
Regeneration and Reſtoration into the firſt Eſtate in Baradkſe, 
which may fall; alſo bf the New Creation, or Second Buth, 
(the Seed-of God in Man) which endures, and never will, nor 
ever can fall, Halleljah. 

He faith, * The @wakers Principle is, To reſtore out of the 
* Fall into the firſt State, *who though they are Angels, yet may 
* fall. He ſhews how Angels fell, who through pride oppole all 
* higher Lights than themſelves, and that ſuch fallen Angels be- 
* come the greateſt Enemies to the Birth of Chriſt in the Saints 3 
* which Spirit is the great Antichriſt, the Old Serpent, the Devil, 
* that 1s to. be caſt into the Bottomleſs-Pit, with all his Angels 3 
* who outwardly appear as Angels of Light, but inwardly they 
* devour the Innocent. 'This I have ſeen to be a Truth, jn the 
bitter conteſts betwixt G. F. and his Angels, and the ſelf-deny- 
ing, humble, meek Spirit. that was in F. XN, and F. P. and 
thoſe. that ſuffered with them, for bearing their Teſtimony to 
Chriſt in the Saints, which is the laſt, the moſt glorious and 
higheſt Diſpenſation ( as ſaith Sir H. V.) now at the ver 
Doors;. a Truth which many can Witneſs, He further ſaith, 


' * The Lamb will overcome by Sufferings 3 and that the firſt fign 


of Chriſt's ſecond Coming, is diſtreſs of Nations 3 that the Pot- 
* ſherds of. the Earth, daſhing one againſt the other, will make 


-* way for Chriſt's Reign; in which War, none but Hypocrites 


* and Apoſtates (which make the outward Court) wyl ſuffer, 
* whilſt God's People will be preſerved in. Peace and Safety. 
Sir H.V. alſo ſaith, * The Holy City and Temple meaſured, are 
* Saints in Power : That the Woman clothed with the Sun, 1s 
* Chriſt's -dead Body raiſed. Urim and Thummim, (be ſaith) are 
* the two great Lights, /Azghteouſneſs and Truth, when they meet 
*1m'our Hearts.. It is (he faith) a fickle and fooliſh Religion, 
* that depends on the Magiſtrates Power, either to {ct up or pull 


*down.. That Believers Rewards in Sufferings, is inward —_— 
*ahd : 
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© and Joy in a ſerene quiet Mind. He was alſo m his day a great 
Prophet, (he ſaith) © 1/ael's Captivity is-near an end, at which 
© time the Sons of God ſhall be made manifeſt; fo ſoon as that 
© is come, 'there will need little other help than the Grave tt (elf 
© to caſt them forth, as the Womb doth the Fruit; then ſhall you 
*know the Lord is God when he hath opened and brought you 
© up out of your Graves 3 ſuch will the Lord own vilibly for 
* his People, by putting his wonderful Spirit in them, and then 
* will God's Indignation be poured out upon his Enemies. That 
© the Nation that hath kept the Seed of God in Bondage, him- 

© ſelf God will judg more fignally than he did Pharaoh and the 

'© Egyptians ; in this day ſhall the Tabernacle of God in Men be 

© vifible. He alſo ſaith, Doubtleſs great and precious Promiſes 

© are to be accomphſhed m and upon Behevers here on Earth, to 

© the making of Chriſt admired in them, That this dark Night 

© and black Shade, that God hath drawn over his work mm the 

© midſt of us, may be the Ground Colour to Tome beautiful Piece 
* that he is now expoſing to the light. - That ſurely God hath a 
* glorious Deſign to carry on in the World, even the buifding'of 
'* David's Throne to all Generations. I know a Day of Delive- 

© rance for Sox will come, not with confuſed noiſe of the War: 

* rier, and Garments rouling in Blood, but with burning and fuel 

© of Fire in the Conſciences of Men. Men they may fight agamſ?, 

* but this they can never fight againſt. The Day approaches 
© wherein God will decide his Controverſy with the World,not b 

< outward Might and Power, but by the Spirit of the Lrving God. 

©'I'was ar uſual ſaying with hize, Come what would, every thin 

* was upon the right Wheel, in the wiſe contrrvement -of 

< for the acomaglhtng of his Righteous Deſigns inthe World. 

And ſpeaking to his Children, ſaith, * Regard not the Reproaches 

* that are fallen on your Father, ſay; or do Men what they will, 

* Abraham's Faith will find the Bleſffing Abrehavr found. Theſe, 

and many more of His, as of Others, I take to be true and faithful 

Sayings, meet to be conſidered by all that wait for, and expett* 
Redemption, Conſolation, and Salvation from the God of Ifrael. 

Allelajah. You 


A. 
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You will not blame me,. that I have enlarged upon the Teſt 
monies of theſe Holy Men, that have fimiſhed their Courſe, kept 
the Faith, and are gone before us into the Eternal Manſions of 
Glory 3. who having quitted; their Mortal Fabricks, are flown 
into the World of hidden Wonders. The Spirits of theſe Juſt 
Men made perfe&, are now wv rm you, ye are come up to them, 
and in the harmonious Fellowſhip of that oper, ( which is now 
one and the ſame amongſt all the Sandtified, ) I have a few 
words of 4 inward. Breathings to communicate to your holy 
Experiences. | ne 

In a deep ſenſe thereof, of. my endeared Love towards that 
Royal Seed that richly dwells in you, I here falute you, and 
give you to underſtand, That my Soul is firmly knit and united 
to that Principle of Life in which. you ſtand, ing: your Te- 
ſtimony for the Truth, before God and Man, amongſt a crooked 
and perverſe Generation z who' only dwell. upon the out-ſ{ide 
talks and pretences to God, Religion and Chriſtianity, but hate 
even to Blood and Violence, all thoſe that are the free-born Seed 
of the Promiſe ; whoſe Faith and Obedience ſtands not im. the 
Will, Work, or Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power and Spirit 
of God, mightily working in their Hearts and Conſciences, 
whereby they are indeed purified, waſh&d, and cleanſed from 
dead Works to ſerve. the Living God. And ſo much the more is 
my Heart inflamed towards you, when I conſider you in refe- 
ference, | 

Firſt, To the Nature of your preſent Station. 

And ſecondly, To thoſe great Deſigns that God hath prepa- 
red you for. | 

Firſt, For the Nature of your preſent Station, I behold you 
(not as Moab, Fer. 48. 11; 12, &. but) as a People ſtanding 
in a more inward nearneſs with God; than the reſt of the for- 
mal Tribes of Religious Proſelytes in the World 3 a People 
that bave bin ſcattered from all: your fleſhly Comforts and 
Confidences in all thoſe Joys, Hopes, Helps, and Elſtabliſh- 


ments, wherein you have truſted, below God. You have =m 
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led into the Deeps of God's Wonders, while others have bin 
only wading in the ſhallow Streams of a literal and formal Pro- 
keſlion : Unto you it. is given to know thoſe Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of God, which lie hid from others in dark and &b- 
ſcure Parables 3 you know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given you an underſtanding to know him that 1s True, and that 
e are in Him that is True, which is the very God and Eternal 
afe. You cannot be deceived with the tinkling Noiſes, or glit- 
tering Baits of, Loe here, or Loe there, for the Kingdom of God 
is within you. In a word, there is nothing below Spirit, Power, 
and Subſtance, that can either crown your longing ExpeQations, 
or reward your holy Breathings after Truth, with a plenary and 
full catisfaftion. Thus as the Lord's Lillies among Thorns, ſo do 
you ſtand among the formal Daughters, being preſerved inyour 
Station, upheld in your Principles, and as Beacons flaming with 
the holy Blazes of a free and univerſal Love, ſerve toenhghten 
the World into the way of Truth, and dire& their Feet into the 
Paths of that Peace, Amity, Union, Reſt, and Security, to 
which as yet they are ſo much —_— | 
And this leads me to the other Conſideration of the Great 
Work, and High Defigns which God hath prepared you for. 
And ſurely glorious Things are ſpokeri of thee, @ thau City of 
God! You are not only as Mount $7, beautiful for Scituation, 
but alſo the Joy of the whole Earth, for thoſe humble, gentle, 
lovely, and pleaſant Aſpetts, by which you ſhine upon the whole 
World, with the inviting and aſtoniſhing Charms of a divinely 
inſpired Love and AfﬀeRtion 3 You area People fitted above 
all others-to be a Bleſſing to the World ; the whole Creation 
ſeems to groan and travel in pain, with a longing and languiſh- 
ing expecation to be delivered into the ron Liberty where- 
in Ye ſtand. *O how hath the form and out-fide of Religion, 
( mixed with Carnal Intereſt) expoſed the World to Extremities 
of Horror and Confuſion, as at this day > What indignity and 
reproach doth indelebly ſtick upon the Skirts of Profeſſion and 


Chriſtianity, throngh that fiery and miſ-guided Zeal, thoſe Feuds ., 
and 


| 
| 
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and bitter Animoſities, that Strife and Debate, that Blood and 
Violence -which abounds amongſt thoſe that walk under the glo- 
rious Names of Goſpel-Profeſſors and True Chriſtians > How in- 
ſipid, lifeleſs, and unſavory is the whole ſtate of formal Pro- 
fellion grown, who while they cry up a Chriſt that died for 
them, and contend for an Hiſtorical Faith of his Death and Suf- 
ferings, hoping to be ſaved by a bare Imputation of a Righteouſ- 
neſs wrought without them, and yet know nothing all this 
while of any inward change, or renewedneſs of Mind and 
Heart; but totally ignorant of the inward a@tive and real 
Righteouſneſs, which ſhould commend them to the World in an 
healing, ſaving, comforting, and refreſhing Spirit? And cer- 
tainly the hi A People are advanced in a. literal and carnal 
Knowledg of God _ Chriſt, the more rough, bitter, and ſe- 
vere will their temper be towards all others that differ from them 
in the leaſt Circumſtances of Religion, it being natural to that 
Knowledg and Wiſdom, to ſwell and puff up the Mind in the 
lofty and high conceits of a ſelt-Righteouſneſs, rather than 
ſiveeten and ſoften the Spirit in that Charity which edifies. Be- 
hold, this is the diſtrafted Station wherein the Children of Form 
are truly preſented (as Pharaoh's lean Kine) tearing and devou- 


' ring each other in this day of Wrath: for now is the Judgment 
| of this World; and what may quench theſe Flames? what may 


uel theſe Diſorders ? what may repair theſe Breaches, or allay 
theſe Diſtempers, is the main thing that would be moſt deſirable 


" to know? 


, Fri 
We ſee that neither the Prudence of Princes, nor the Policies 
of Government ( the Preſcriptions of the wiſeſt Reformers; nor 
the beſt eſteemed Regularities of the moſt magnified Authors, 
and reverend Fathers)are capable to accompliſh this Reconciling 
Work : Nay, the Sacred Oracle of the Scripture it (elf, is fo far 
ſhort of obtaining this bleſſed End, that all different Parties. do 
endeavour, with the greateſt induſtry imaginable, (by warping: 


+ and winding the Text) not only to ſuit 1t to the occalion of 
their preſent Differences, but alſo thereby to juſtify their mad, 


R 
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bligd, arid unchacitable Zeahtowands each other : What Remedy 
thenis lefi: us inithis Diftireſs? bs: there no Balm in: Create Yes 
certainly," for although the extent of our Wonkds and Breacheg 
are tod wide and great for the moſt ample Wiſdom and Righ- 
teouſheſs, of Man to beal and cement,theze is yet hargenefs enough 
in the- eternal and: nniverſal Love of God to accompliſts this 
great Work; and to make his Feruſaler: a Praife upon the Earth: 
And 'tis (my dear Brethren) .by the ample and large manifeſta- 
tions of this Univerſal Love; ſhed abroad in your Hearts, that this 
| great Deſign of God muſt be accompliſhed : and ob! how the 
Conſideration. of this Glorious Work, (in and by you to be 
brought" forth). doth draw out my Spirit towards you. Awake, 
ameke ther, put on thy ſtrength, O Sion, put on thy beautiful Gar- 
averts, O Jeruſalem, thow Holy City 5 ſtand forth thou Virgin 
Daughter, clothed with the ftrength of the Divine Majeſty, and pro- 
claim the Glory of your Principles, by the beauty of your Pra@ices ts 
the World, There' is Majeſty etiough in. that Love which fills 
and'/feeds your Souls, to confound the Cruelty of all your Op- 
poſers, to ſhame and aftoniſh. the World mto ſilence and ftilneſs; 
and'of this let us-be confident, that how-ever the over-flowing: 
Tides of common Calamities (blown-up by the raging breath of 
formal and carnal-Intereſts) may fwell as a Flood upon the 
World; yet no Weapon: that is. formid agamit' Love (to Truth 
and' Righteouſneſs). ſhall. proſper 3 the Feather may rage, and 
the People may imagine a vain Thing : The Kings of the Eart 

may Plot, Conſpire, and take Counſel together againſt the Lord, 
at@ugainlt his Anoimed:; yet the Lord hart: fet/his'King upon 
his 'Hoty Hill of Zi, and he thallt and doth Ryle and Rewpy it 
the'midſt of his Enemies : Let it therefore appear to the: World}; 
whoſe Subjetts. ye are, whoſe Banner. ye are under, and what. 
Motto-r bears, which is, Glory to God ax the Higheſt, 01: Eavthy 
Pettce;and good Will towards Mex. O how beautiful wilt thoſe feee/ 
be uporr the Mountams, which are'ſhod with the pre for of 


OI ec 3 How beautifet. are thy Feet with Shooes, O': +} 5 


ghtor 2 Cant. 7. 1, How: amiable and: pleafang will; 


Primoes 


Cl 


your.” 
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your Lives and Tefftrmonies be among Men, whew you come 
forth in the w__ of that Love, Meeknefs, and Humility, jn 
Forbearance and Forgrreneſs,; which. are the proper Ornaments, 
and moſt'nataral Inftances of' a true Gofſpel-Proteftion 2 In the 
Name of Got arife then, and ſhew your ſelves (its his ſtrength) 
to be that in Power and Life, which the World are only in Pre- 
tence and Notion + let it be known by the lively and active de- 
monſtrations of the Spirit of God in you, That greater is He that 
is ir you, than be that is in the World : Yous Prmciples I am ſure 
are more noble, extenſrve, and generous ; do but draw them 
forth, and fhew them to open view, and you will be a Bleſſing 
- in your Generation 3 The ſeveral Tribes: and Languages fhal 
faſten on your Skirts, and fay, We will go along with you, forthe 
Lord is amongit. you : Nay, even the Kings 'of fag ations 
ſhall ſbut their Mouths at this appearance of God in you, Wa. 52. 
14, 15. For that which had not bin told them, they ſhall ſee, and 
that which they had not heard, they ſhall conſider. (As Pharaoh ſaid 
of Fofeph, Where is there « Man in- whoze the Spirit" of God\# 
Ger, 41.-38,&c.) - Finally, my Brethren, -Be-frong i the Lord 
and in the Power of his Might ; put on the whote Armonr of God 
fir your Work, and your Warfare requires it +, and. ye know that no 
thing belby' that can enable you to firnth this your Te inony : 
Te wreſtle wot againſt: Flefl- and Ble ot > tieithey © are- the! caponrs © + 
your Warfare Carnal, but mighty through God, to ſubdue every high 
Thought, and wvain Imagination. All thoſe Principalities and 
Powers, and thoſe ſpiritual Wickednefles in high Places, which 
have captivated the Royal Seed of the _ Promiſe, and exalted 
themſelves againſt the free Breathings of the Spirit 3 Theſe (my 
dear Friends) are the powerful Enemies, over which ye muſt be. 
more than Conquerors through him that loves you ;. and when. 
in the ſtrength of this Lave,yan have abdned the World; calm'd 
and quieted that wild and furious Spirit of Wrath that-islet looſe. 
among Men, and poepinns the way. for the Kingdom of God, 
and of. his Chriſt, to be eſtabliſh'd in us, and amongſt us ;- what - 
remains,. but that in a holy denial of your Selyes: and Services, _ 
(your: © 
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(your Gifts and Graces, your Love arid Enlargements; your Faith 
and Patience, your Sufferings and Perfeverances) you offer” up 
the Son of the Promiſe, -and:caftdown theſe. your Crowns atthe }. 
feet of Him that fits-upon' the Throne, joining in Conſort with 
the Celeſtial Quire of Saints and Angels'in the Sacred Hymns of 
Divine Praiſes, and A/elujahs ; Salvation, 'and Glory, and Honour; 
and Power, to:the Lord bur God, (Rev.19.1, to 10.) Not unto ws 
Lord, not unto us,” but unto thy Name, be the glory of all thy won- 
drous Wirks. Sing Zion, (ſhout O ye Inhabitants of the. New 
Jeruſalem.'. Judges 5. 1, to 14. Awake Neborah, awake,” awake; 
fing tothe;Lord 5 Ariſe Barak, take the Harps of God 'in ,yonr 
hands, ye Heavenly Vicors 3 and in your moſt ſtrenuous Notes; - 
ling aloud: withe Moſes and the Lamb upon your Chryſtal fiery 

Floods :. Rev.it5. 2,3, 4. Great : and marvellous are:thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty; Fuſt-and true are thy Ways, thou King - of 
Saints, who will not fear thee, O God, and glorify thy.Name £2 for 
thou,only art Holy ; all Nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee,” for 
thy Fudgments are made manifeſt. And: again,  Alelujab,” for' the 
Lord God Omwipotent reigneth, and is manifeſt to'be All in All, all 
Unity in all Variety. Thus to aſcribe to God Allin all; and tothe. 
Creature-Nothing, is the top-Stone of God's Building, to which 
we cry, ' Grace, Gee Allelzjah. For His is the bang, the 
Power.and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amer, Allekijah. : © 


THE END.. 


